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Editors note

This is my swan song as editor. Stephen
Peake takes over for the next issue (see below for
his details). I am sure Steve will do a great job and
wish him well.

I have derived a lot of satisfaction out of pro-
ducing the Speen and North Dean News over the
past 3 years, although I have to admit it has some-
times been difficult to juggle it with both a full
time job and a very heavily committed social diary.
As an added bonus, my proficiency with the com-
puter has also seen & dramatic improvement in the
desktop publishing department. I would like to
thank the previous editor, Glenn Hart, for her tre-
mendous help and support (still ongoing!) and,
having appreciated how much she has helped me, I
am resolved to be on hand for the incoming editor
when he takes over.

We are rather short of material from North
Dean in this issue, which is a shame, so please,
North Deaners, don’t be shy in coming forward
with news of your village. As usual, Speen re-
mains splendidly loquacious and indeed I am
afraid T have been unable to fit in everything I was
given.

Please do keep the news of past and future
events coming in. Articles are fine by e-mail,
floppy disc or hard copy, and photos are very wel-
come too - it would be nice to have more. We
would prefer to limit articles to 1 page, although
we appreciate that occasionally this isn’t possible.

Items for inclusion in the next issue should be
sent to Stephen Peake, Beeches, Hampden Road,
Speen HP27 ORU or, by e-mail, to
stephen.peake@ge.com

Steve’s phone no is 01494 488293, mobile
07785 280055

Martin Stockley

Final copy date for the next issue

October 1st 2004

and our aim is to distribute
approximately 4 weeks later
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SPEEN FUN DAY 2004
THE CLASH OF THE TITANS — REVISITED

CO........O........C..Q.Q.....Q‘.Q.......O..Q.....'......0.......

It is a truth universally acknowledged that
the Speen Fun Day is the most competitive
event in the English sporting calendar. This
year's event proved no exception. Life is never
the same after one of these events.

Long before June 2004, the committee
was burning the midnight oil. The fact that all
of the committee meetings took place in the
King William should not be misconstrued. Om-
nipresent ThinkofEverythingSymondson and
FixitwWalsh might have been seen with glasses
in their hands, but a casual observer may have
missed the wodges of e-mails stuffed in back
pockets. Some of Speen’s finest brainpower
was recruited to devise new tests for a new
generation of Krypton competitors — to reach
the outer limits of sporting endeavour.
NewldeasBarrett produced a long list of nas-
ties. EggCrusherSmith and VikingHalvorsen
(Major designate in absentia) would again test
skill and mental stamina with thrown and float-
ing objects.

Some things never change! When the
author arrived in Speen many moons ago, one
of his first memories was DoctorWellyPeake’s
annual tour de force. This institution is now so
inexorably linked to Fun Day, that separating
DoctorWellyPeake from the tools of his trade
would be impossible!

It had come to the committee’s notice
though that during previous years’ events, a
certain amount of — and one hates to say this in
Speen — cheating had taken place. The com-
mittee therefore focused its attention on such
anti-“c” measures as reinforced sacks for the
sack race. The sack race - in which the cheat-
ing had been blatantly underfoot - deserved
special scrutiny: this year no competitor would
be able to run with legs coming out of the bot-
tom of the sack. Finishing rules would also be
tightened, so that members of the crowd would
not be able to pretend to be race finishers,
when their own team became confused and
disorientated and did not finish an event. The
movement of apples between buckets would
be monitored. New measuring equipment
would be commissioned to ensure that the
measurement of water in ILikePLayingWithWa-

terBaines’. now classic game would be to the
nearest millilitre. Unfortunately, these objec-
tives were only partially achieved. Read on.

With more teams than primary colours,
much thought was given to giving the mauve
bands to be worn by Backiands a more macho,
imperial connotation. Purple sounded more
regal, but did rather misrepresent the very
pretty pink that this team of stalwarts were to
be asked to wear.

In the build up, ManagerHolmes and
GangMasterJones cajoled their randomly as-
sembled, motley team of inept apprentices to
set up the marquee, so that it would not come
apart at the seams when the summer squalls
hit. Perhaps, a series of evening classes on
this subject would raise the level of incompe-
tence! With broadband, more technology is
reaching Speen. Whistles for the Whistle Ob-
stacle Race were tuned by ILikePLayingWith-
WaterBaines to avoid any sonic interference on
close frequencies. Line painting became semi-
automated.

On the 12th June 2004, six teams
emerged out of the woodwork:

e Team A —“Hampden
Church Road” (Blue) - Hampden
Road, Comerways, Woodview
Drive, Wayside, Monkton Way.

e Team B - “Around the Vil-
lage” (Yellow) - Archway, Moses
Plat Lane, Studridge Lane.

e TeamC -

“Parslows” (Green) - Flowers Bot-
tom Lane, Highwood Bottom, Grub-
bins Lane.

e Team D — “Cottage
Farm” (White) - Coleheath Bottom,
Abbotswood, Cottage Farm Way,
Spring Coppice Lane.

e TeamE -

“Backlands” (Mauve) - St Peters
Close, Water Lane, Laurel Close
and Dairymede.

e Team F — “The Hill” (Red)
- Chapel Hill.

And so it began.

In the Whistle Obstacle Race, all teams
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completed the initial 180 degree turns surpris-
ingly well — almost as well as colonies of ants
could do if given the same test. However, on
the home straight between the obstacles, the
adjudicators noticed that communications be-
tween whistlers and whistled at included some
surreptitious body checking that was supposed
to appear accidental — but obviously wasn't.

RelaxedUnderPressureCooper did what
he could with the unruly, uncooperative, disre-
spectful, raw material at his disposal in the
Around the Village team — when it was avail-
able. At one stage, his resources were
brought to zero, when an alternative soft op-
tion of entertainment in the marquee enticed
his entire team to go AWOL. With a mixture of
charm and rebellion, his team did manage to
glean enough points to keep them afloat. In
the Tennis Ballsin a Bucket event, Amanda
Cleaver out of sympathy actually gave them
points for good behaviour.

The Dressing Up Relay produced the
biggest shambles. The professional adjudica-
tors found it impossible to distinguish the par-
ticipants from the mob. Clothes were strewn
anywhere, while adults and children reversed
roles with blatant disregard for the rules. In
fact, it was difficult to confirm whether the win-
ning team had even participated!

In the Apple Bobbing Relay, many com-
petitors completely missed the point of the
race and thought that accumulated apples
were for eating, rather than as a measure of
achievement. Steve Binder was caught apple-
handed applying his own version of the rules.
The Hill team in the Water Relay did suspi-
ciously well considering that one full bucket of
water missed its target and was emptied over
Jean Baines.

In the Egg Catching event, the Hampden
Church Road team performed abysmally,
missing everything.

In the three throwing events, this year’s
two biggest tossers emerged as Simon
Cleaver and Tim Hurst.

In the Loop the Loop competition, de-
spite the use of children’s hoops, bodies of all
weights, shape and sizes were coerced
through them. Some cause for self-
congratulation here!

One competitor sprained an ankle, but
such was the frenetic pace, he could not re-
member when the actual injury had occurred.
FixitWalsh came in bleeding after being hit in

the face by — he said the Toss the Bale bar,
but perhaps he was just covering for a frus-
trated competitor. Either way, some form of
body armour is needed to run this event.

In the Tug of War, the Under 13s Team
beat the pathetic adults.

And so it ended.

When push came to shove, the five other
teams could not match the thrusting competi-
tiveness of the Parslows team, which retained
the coveted Fun Day trophy with a decisive
lead.

Andy Gower offered a prayer of thanks.
Andy had been invited — as the person least
likely to cheat during the games — to judge the
table decorations, although judging by the pre-
vailing standards, even this might be optimis-
tic. In keeping with the emphasis on water
sports, the first prize went to Backlands for its
“Titanic” theme. The Around the Village theme
of “The Italian Job” was reinforced by a drive
around the village and subsequent arrival of 3
Minis. Switching on an electric convector fan
as a last minute attempt by Parslows to simu-
late “Gone with the Wind” did not quite cut the
mustard!

Had there been a Fair Play Award, Back-
lands would confidently have awarded this
honour to itself. Some of the other teams
might disagree with this conclusion.

For his masterful management of the
Praesidium and then all of the subsequent ca-
joling, decision-making and improvisation,
ThinkofEverythingSymondson told his workers’
council that from now one he expected a lot
more adulation within Speen. After this event,
Speen serfs should accordingly doff their caps
when in his presence.

John Oliver
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News from Speen Baptist Church

Andy writes:

On Saturday 15™ May there was a change from our
usual venue for the Ladies Breakfast because I had
forgotten to book Speen Village Hall. Instead, over
50 ladies met for breakfast in Speen Chapel hall to
hear Emmy Wilson, Pastoral Director for the Holy
Trinity Church Brompton, speak of her work in

prisons. Emmy shared several deeply moving and
challenging stories about God’s love and power in
action changing lives and bringing hope to those in
despair. Holy Trinity is the home of the Alpha
Course and Alpha Courses now run in 135 of 165
prisons in England and Wales.

One of the great
celebrations in church
family life occurs when
a person comes to faith
in Jesus Christ and
decides to be baptised.

On Sunday 23 May
there were two
baptisms to celebrate —
Anne Stevens from
North Dean and David
Fradgley from Walters

Ash. Before being
baptised Anne and
David told the
congregation  about
their journeys to faith.
The original Greek
meaning of the word
‘baptism’  is  ‘to
immerse’, so that is
what we do. Anne
was first into the
pool. And  after
making her public
declaration of faith
she was immersed

(symbolising dying
to her old way of !
life) and then raised
from the water
(symbolising a new
start - rising to life
a new life with
Christ).

David followed
Anne into the pool,
and after affirming
his faith, was also

baptised.
Baptism is doubly
symbolic; both

dying and Tising to
a new life, but also
of being washed
clean from all the guilt and wrong things which we
; have done.

After the Summer:
Breakfasts:
Sat 18™ September:
Men’s Breakfast - ‘A
Story of Healing’ with
Robert & Liz Wicks.

Sat  13™ November:
Ladies’ Breakfast - A
Scientist’s Story with
Prof Sir Ghillean Prance

NOTE: after the success
of the last ladies’ breakfast in the chapel hall, in future
both Men’s and Ladies’ breakfasts will take place there.

Sunday 26™ September: Harvest “Top Ten’ Songs of
Praise & Tea for Senior & Retired Citizens

Summary of Weekly Church Activities
Sundays: 10:30am Worship for all ages incl.Creche,
Sunday School for 3’s-12’s and Teens
discussion group.
12:00 Fair Trade Stall in church hall (2™
Sunday in month).
6:00pm Music rehearsal

Mon: Meetings for Prayer at various homes
8:00pm Evening Home Group at 5 Abbots-
wood
6:30pm Post-Alpha in the Work Place

Weds:  10:00-11:45am Daytime Home Group —

Chinysnook, North Dean

10:00-11:30am “Time Out” — the Book Club,
6:30pm (fortnightly) YAC on the Sofa - at the
Manse; YAC Music - at the church.
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The North Dean Ward Revisited

On my recent visit to Uganda I was able to
break with my Workaid work and visit the
North Dean Ward at the Bishop Asili Health
Centre in Luwero. I was delighted to find that
things had really moved forward in the last
year.

The plan during the nineties was to start a
Home Care Service for HIV patients, run from
the Health Centre. Unfortunately this did not
happen for various reasons. Then in late 1999
the people of North Dean decided they would
like to help Sister Ernestine by raising the funds
for a new HIV/Aids ward, as one of the ways
the village would mark the Millennium. In 2000
I went out for three months to organise and help
build the ward.

From the time it was finished in April 2000
until March of last year, 2003, the ward was not
used as originally intended, but as a general
ward. In 2001 we heard that there was a vague
possibility of funds coming from the Catholic
Relief Services for an Aids programme to run
from the Centre including home care, but vague
it continued to be.

In 2002, with the residue of the funds from
the ward account, I was able to add a covered
walk way from the North Dean Ward to the
main building. This was a necessity as in the
rainy season the rain comes down like stair rods
and nurses could be soaked in ten yards!

During these years a number of important
people had visited the Health Centre and seen
the improvements that had taken place and this
attracted funds to build a new Maternity Ward,
which was badly needed.

Then at the end of 2002 I heard that the
money was near to being given, and in March
of last year the AIDS programme started. I am
delighted to say that the North Dean Ward then
came into its own. It is now the centre of the
programme, with the office holding all the re-
cords of AIDS patients. The very sick are
brought in and treated free of charge. When
they return home there are now Outreach
Health Workers working from six small clinics
set up in strategic places in the bush to care for
patients in their homes.

It has been a privilege to work with the Sis-
ters over the years, watching what I term the
outworking of God’s plan for the widows, or-
phans and the destitute of Luwero. During these
years I have seen and been part of many things
that have happened that go far beyond anything
that could be called coincidence. Even the way
things came together to build the ward were
nothing short of a miracle, nothing went wrong
and that alone is almost unheard of for Africa.
For me personally building the ward was not
just a three month event, but a complete Chris-
tian story that I would be very happy to tell if
anyone was interested to listen.

To conclude, I feel we can say wholeheart-
edly that for those who had the vision to help a
Third World country as part of North Dean’s
marking of the 2000 Millennium, and to those
who contributed, the building of the North
Dean ward in Uganda has been an unqualified
success and will stand for many years to come.

David Kemp

....:* Is your water

@ as hard as nails?.

60% of British households sutfer from
these sure signs of hard water problems:;

» Blocked shower heads
¢ Slow-running taps
* Scum marks In baths and basins
* Excessive use of household cleaners
* Harsh, hard towels and clothes
* Increased water heating bills
= Scaled-up kettles and
appliances

Nail all your hard water
problems by Installing
an EcoWater system

ll. )_ °
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WATER TREATMENT SPECIALISTS I 2%ed =4
Sterling Softeners \\! G___/Es//

Courns View Houso. Morth Dean,
High Wycomba, Buckinghamshire, HP 14 4NN
Telephone/Fax: 01494 565232
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Speen WI News Report

.On a bright and sunny May
morning, 30 members and visitors
set out on a 5 mile ramble through
our glorious local countryside. Fresh
green beech leaves ,dense patches
of bluebells and Great Hampden
Church decorated for a local wed-
ding were just some of the memora-
ble vistas from the day. A plough-
man’s lunch back at the Village Hall
completed a most enjoyable way to
spend a Saturday.

We have also been involved in
helping the National Needlework
Archive record all the textiles - an-
- cient and modern - which have been
made by WIis Nationwide over the
years. This involved researching our
own items and sending in photo-
graphs and descriptions of the items
which we hold. Our Tablecloth was
made by Josephine Matchett, when
she was President, around 1970

while our banner was made by ladies
from the original afternoon WI in 1926.
Among the items sent in was a photo-
graph of these ladies with their finished
needlework and a copy is shown on this
page.

There was a great deal of interest and
discussion to try and identify the very
elegant looking ladies present.

The photo will be on our display at
the fete and we invite you all to come
and put names to faces.

At our July meeting we shall be in
the company of Jim Dale explaining the
impact of the weather on all our lives,
and in August Mrs Woodward will be tell-
ing us all about Gilbert and Sullivan.

Sandra Webb, who joins us in Sep-
tember to demonstrate Caribbean cook-
ery, is a return visitor. Not only is she an
excellent cook and demonstrator but we

also get to taste the food which she pre-

pares during the Evening.
October brings a speaker from the

RSPCA who will explain all the animal
welfare work in which they are involved.

With garden visits and other outings
being planned for the coming months we
are looking forward to a busy time.
Watch for the notices at our fete stall and
around the village to find out what might
be of interest to you.

Jean Morris

Rosemary A. Stone

(MSSCh MBChA)
SURGICAL CHIROPODIST

TELEPHONE:
01494 562569

Vivaldi, Stocking Lane, Hughenden Valley,
Bucks. HP14 4NE
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Quality Restoration Work

lan Gray

Work: 01494 488560

www.iangrayrestoration.co.uk

Autigue Restaration

Jrrench Pulishing

Home: 01494 488023

A

Complete Range of

Undertaken

ARE YOU WELL CONNECTED?

Are you finding it difficult to take
part in activities because of transport?
Do you find it difficult - or costly - to get
to the doctor? hospital? work? child-
care? college? leisure or social activi-
ties? food shops? bank or post office?
council offices? other important facili-
ties?

Buckinghamshire County Council
is conducting a countywide study of the
link between residents' transport and so-
cial needs. This survey will give the
Council the information it needs to be
able to plan and provide better local
transport and other services.

If you are an adult, or young per-
son over the age of 13, and you have

10

difficulty getting to these sorts of places,
or taking part in these activities - be-
cause you don't have a car, or there isn'’t
a bus when you need it, or the journey
takes too long or costs too much, or your
parents won't give you a lift, or any other
reasons related to transport - we would
like to hear from you.

Please contact the County
Council to request a questionnaire on
tel. 01296 38 2053; or write to the:
Transport Policy & Strategy Team,
Buckinghamshire County Council, 9"
Floor NCO, County Hall, Aylesbury,
HP20 1UY; or e-mail trans-
portps@buckscc.gov.uk
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Come to the farm and view
our range of delicious
farmhouse products
You will be amazed

at the selection.
available from
Beechdean Dairies,
Old House Farm, North Dean.
Open normal office hours
Monday to Friday

Tel : 01494 563980
www.beechdean.co.uk
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Dear Editor

Having read the recent issue of Speen &
North Dean News, where in your Editor's Note you
talk about the lack of young members on the Speen
and North Dean Committees and the lack of support
from the village, | have a few comments and sug-
gestions.

| think the trouble is that there really isn't a
community feel to villages these days. People work
very hard and don't have time to spare. The old
notion of going to the pub or village hall to meet and
spend an evening together has vanished into the
past because you can be entertained at home with
the TV, computer games, etc. And with the intro-
duction of the internet and email, people don't talk
so much either. They send texts, they email - look
at me I've sent you an email rather than picking up
the phone. So how is anyone supposed to have a
community spirit when we're all shut away in our
homes?

| think to build a community the villagers have
to find out who their fellow villagers (not just imme-
diate neighbours) are and get them together. Some
ideas I've had are:

A Register of Business

| think a great way to bring people together is
to find out what each villager does for a living. You
could collate a register and publish it every few
months as a supplement to the newsletter. Then,
when someone needs a plumber, or a website de-
signer or florist, etc villagers might look in their local
'directory' first and contact someone in the vil-
lage. It could help everyone get to know each
other.

The Marketplace

Do you think the villagers whose hobbies are
pottery, sewing, etc or those who grow plants and
vegetables, make jams, cakes, etc would get to-
gether to sell their products at the village hall on a
regular basis? | think people may like locally made
organic food and products (like the stained glass
chap and Beechdean Dairy). Each buyer and

seller would pay a small entrance fee for hall
funds. Of course, this sounds like a bring and buy

sale but you need to call it something grander I|ke
'The Marketplace'.

The Speen & North Dean News

In the Bucks Free Press, they have a section
called 'Teen Talk', written by a schoolgirl. She talks

about all sorts of subjects and it's a great insight
into what teenagers are thinking about and a re-
freshing change. Would it be a good idea to intro-
duce something similar? It might encourage other
youngsters to write articles too. Perhaps the news-
letter could do with some input from the younger
generation. Maybe you could introduce a kids page
with kids and teenagers articles, puzzles, small
competitions, etc just to get the local children to
read the newsletter too. I'm sure you would find
companies willing to donate prizes, as the commu-
nity is always a good cause and good for PR!

Games Swap/Buy

| notice Speen have a junior ¢lub. Do you
think a regular kids games swap or sale session at
the hall would be fun and help to get the kids to-
gether? Again, there could be a small entrance fee
to the hall.

I've only lived in the village for a couple of
years, so these ideas may have already been tried,
so please excuse me if I'm repeating ideas that
have already been suggested.

Kind regards

Rachel Wesley
(North Dean)

‘........................'...........‘I..

SPONSORED WALK FOR
DEREK WOODBRIDGE

To our friends and well wishers

A huge thank you to all who have made do-
nations over the past weeks to Derek.

It was a great surprise and we have beens
: s overwhelmed and deeply moved by the generos-f
. 1ty of so many people :
: The money is to be used either to provide a:
* new lightweight wheelchair which will aid Derek « .
. +immensely in transferring into and out of his car, ¢
- or put towards the alterations that need to be car—
+ ried out on the house. Derek still has no access to « :
‘toﬂet/bathroom facilities and our garage will need e .
.to be adapted to provide these as well as a bed-
- room. With heartfelt thanks to you all once again. 2
: Derek’s wife Maureen Woodbrzdge .

000 00OCPOOOSIOIOGOONPOIODO

.
‘...............'........................“
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ATALE OF TWO BENCHES

A PLACE TO REST.
What a lovely idea to
place a seat at the
entrance to Abbots-
wood in memory of Bob
and Sheila Johnston.
Bob gave so much to
our community and I'm
sure many people like
myself have to thank
him for pieces of in-
formation about our
forebears which he
discovered along the
way while doing his
own research into the
village. = Countless
people in the wvillage
I have spoken to feel
the same way and are
so glad that some-
thing Iike this has
been done. Now we
can sit on his seat
and get our Dbreath

back when walking up Chapel Hill and sit and remember his walks,

Sheila Tidball, formerly of Abbotswood and who did much to care for Bob and

Sheila Johnston during their final illnesses, relaxes on the commemorative bench

talks,

Scottish Dancing at W.I. and countless other little things.

Catherine Butler

USE IT
- OR LOSE IT!

This Sign was put up
by a villager who is
concerned that the
shop may close
unless we all support
it by buying some
items each week. It is
an important commu-
nity facility that
many, including
those who don’t use
it much, would miss.
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||‘ All arcas within 35 miles of High Wyeambe - |
|'| VEHICLE TECHNICEIANS l
T ¥ SHED 1371

BRAKES
CLUTCHES

e FUEL INJECTION

. ELECTRONIC IGNITION

Call
Bob Wheczeler l

=

01 494 564090

m_ﬁmh.l_)mj

07836 673441

I am now based in NORTH DEAN and am probably one of the best equipped MOBILE
services in existence. 30 years service to the surrounding area has given me a wealth of
knowledge and keeps me abreast of all technological advances. I have up to date diag-
nostic and tuning equipment to cope with almost all cars and light commercial vehicles.
Another benefit is, I COME to YOU, so you don't need to leave home for your servicing
or repairs. No other garage is closer to you. If you wish, your car can be serviced or re-

paired at another Location, e.g.. - at work (if your employer is agreeable).

I offer a Personal, Friendly and Competent service to the highest
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SPEEN VILLAGE HALL

JEFFREY BERNARD IS
UNWELL

The Ubiquitous Touring Theatre Company, run
by Nick Andrews of Hughenden Valley, re-
cently did a tour of local villages with this play
and Speen was lucky enough to be among them.
The performance was a complete sell-out with a

waiting list several weeks beforehand.

I’m sure everyone who attended will agree that
the lead actor Bernard Rogers gave an out-
standing portrayal of Jeffrey Bernard as a re-
porter on the Sporting Life who, very much the
worse for drink, found himself by accident
locked overnight in a public house reminiscing
about his past!!! Among a strong supporting
cast was Nick Andrew’s wife Lyn whom you
may remember for her performances in our vil-
lage pageant “The Leaves of Time,” and also
our two Speen Festival plays “Alice” and “The
Pied Piper of Speen.”

All this was added to during the interval by a
very enjoyable fish and chip supper eaten
straight from the wrappings and topped up with
a few glasses from the bar.

The thanks of the Village Hall Committee go

out to Martin Stockley for arranging this eve-

ning for us, which raised £278 for our funds.
Catherine Butler

MAKING THE MOST OF YOUR
MEMORY

Nearly 50 people enjoyed a two course supper
in the Village Hall towards the end of May fol-
lowed by a talk by Kate Bradford on taking a
positive approach to memory. Mrs Bradford, a
communication skills trainer from Marlow, had
some encouraging news for the not so young -
apparently our capacity to remember hard facts
actually improves with age (although our ability
to remember what we are supposed to be doing
tomorrow tends to go the other way!) The basic
message was, use it or lose it. So, crossword
addicts, card players and those with other mind-
stimulating interests should be comforted.
Thanks to Marjorie Stockley for arranging the
evening, which raised about £130 for Village
Hall funds.

Mark
Wengler
Project
Management

Design Service
Extensions & New Build
Specialist Refurbishment

Wayside Cottage
Hampden Road
Speen

Princes Risborough
Bucks. HP27 ORU.

01 494 488025
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North Dean Furniture Restoration

Workshop: 01494 563860 (Day Time)
Mobile: 07770 747470

French Polishing, Damage Repair, Re-Carving
Re-Veneering, Upholstery, Marquetry

Upper North Dean Farm, North Dean
High Wycombe, Bucks. HP14 4NJ
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PETER COLLETT
(1936-2004)

Peter, who died earlier this year of cancer, was a man who made a significant contribution the
local community behind the scenes. He was born in High Wycombe, one of five children, and edu-
cated at the RGS. His father worked for the Borough as a gardener, which probably gave Peter his
love of gardening. He was an accountant who worked locally for Parker Knoll, Austin Hoy,
Reldan, and Elga. He married Barbara in 1983 and they bought Quintilian in Hampden Road be-
cause it had a large garden.

They soon joined the Speen Horticultural Society and Peter was a committee member from
then on, helping with the Fetes and other events. A keen cricketer, he played for Westbourne
Street and Wye Valley. He also played league table tennis for Apollo at North Dean and then cap-
tained Little Missenden. He audited the Speen Playing Field Association’s accounts for many
years.

He was best known in Speen as the organiser and main collector of the Playing Field Draw,
and for being seen walking their Golden Retriever, Magnum, around the Village.

went up the bank, through the wood and down

A Trip down Memory Lane

It’s bluebell time again and my thoughts
always turn to Bryants Bottom. My
grandparents lived in one of the pair of flint
cottages next to the chapel.

Granddad would say I’'m going up to the
wood to get a faggot. For anyone that doesn’t
know, a faggot is a bundle of bean sticks with
the bark thinly stripped off one and bound
round the middle of the bundle making it easier
to carry them home.

We would pick bluebells in the wood and
cowslips off the bank. The family didn’t have
cars in those days; we used to get Farmer’s bus
from Frogmore to Bryants Bottom. We then

to North Dean to visit my aunt Lillie. Granny’s
sister Claire kept the William IV pub at Speen -
I think it was after the First World War but I'm
not very good on dates. My sister, like me
loved the area so much she and her husband
built a bungalow in Bryants Bottom. Their
daughter started school in 1962, a dear little
school at Hampden. She was asked at the start,
“would you like to put your name on the skin
list?” Meaning, would you like to take your
turn to eat the skin off the custard! Is that
politically correct? No matter, they were such

happy days. s
Beryl Atkins.

JANE CLAYTON, pip. ocGD
GARDEN & LANDSCAPE DESIGN

of your garden

please telephone 01844 346528
or e-mail jane@clayton.clara.net

Professional help in making the most

from a brief consultation to full design service

For more information or to book an appoiniment
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Another Fun Day in Speen. They didn’t happen
like that when I was a child. Oh, we had Christmas
and Easter and Guy Fawkes Night and general outings
and celebrations, but apart from time taken up by
lessons and basic domestic chores - which earned us
our pocket money - our time was our own. And I never
remember feeling bored.

Life was much simpler. When I was very small
we didn't even have a radio, never mind a TV or a
computer. We had a sandpit and a swing. For wet days
we had pencils, crayons and paints, like children
nowadays, but we also had doll-dressing books and
blunt-ended scissors to cut out pictures from
magazines. We had plasticine which began in pretty
separate colours and ended in dismal grey streaks.

Starting at the Infants School was fun. Meeting
all those new children, chatting and larking about as
we walked there and back together, the best part of a
mile each way. Our mothers never accompanied us
after the first week or so. Motor traffic before the war
was quite rare and no-one ever warned us to beware of
strangers, or needed to do so.

In the playground the small girls were introduced
to singing games, while boys bowled hoops or kicked
footballs around. Who remembers "In and out the

DA~

2
o0t £

" or Jenny sits a-weeping” or
“The farmer wants a wife"? Those songs told stories
and often involved choosing individuals to play
particular parts. Goodness knows how old they were,
even then!

Skipping and ball games developed different
skills. It was gratifying to be able to skip, backwards
as well as forwards, without tripping over the rope.
Then the further advance - jumping into, or out of, a
long turning rope with other girls, without spoiling the
rhythm or interrupting the chanted verses. Catching
and throwing balls was a challenge to boys as well as
girls. Marbles had their season, then parts of the
playground were marked off into squares with chalk
for hopscotch, or wooden tops were coloured or
covered with silver paper to enhance their appearance
as they spun.

Out of school hours we played in the avenue with
our friends, under the lighted gas-lamps on dark
evenings. We were a mixed group, roughly as many
boys as girls and we enjoyed rounders or "It", or ran
races, then held a rope for a game of "Higher and
higher”. The competition was quite fierce and
arguments would arise, but fights were rare. Then,
always to our regret, our mothers would appear and
say it was bedtime.

During school holidays some of us would walk

18
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for miles into the nearby countryside, exploring,
climbing trees, leaping over streams, daring cach other
to attempt things which could have been dangerous in
retrospect - but which we managed to survive. We
would invariably arrive home late for dinner, hungry
and thirsty - and very dirty.

Then, as we grew older - stimulated perhaps by
pantomime or school plays - we had great fun acting
out scenes which we devised for ourselves. We created
costumes out of old curtains and cast-off clothing and
hats - such as my grandpa's black topper, which was a
real hit! My Uncle Walter donated a splendid
collection of grease paints, a false beard and a handle-
bar moustache and I stitched some yellow floss onto a
bathing cap to make a wig. One of the boys fancied
himself as the heroine with blonde hair and an
excessive amount of lipstick - even though he was
taller than all of us! While Patrick, wearing a grey
metal basin on his head and brandishing a wooden
sword, rushed about calling "Et tu Brute! The
barbarians are coming to attack Rome!” This phase
lasted all of one summer and included related effects
to accompany performances, like the comb-and-tissue-
paper band:

“We're all together now - all together now!

Tiddiy pom, tiddly pom, tiddly poin pom pom!"

There was a tentative venture into opera, which
was limited by our lack of first-hand experience but,
after initial resistance and some fooling around, we
girls managed to persuade the boys to learn a couple of
folk-dances "Flowers of Edinburgh" and
”Christchurch Bells" which we succeeded in
performing quite passably on the lawn to a record on
the gramophone.

On wet days and winter evenings we would play
card games, like Pontoon, or Draughts or Monopoly.
That was enjoyable and, although cheating was not
unknown, it was usually half-serious and meant to test
the vigilance of the other players. Martin, who fancied
himself was a potential financier, always refused to be
declared bankrupt and devised endless schemes to
frustrate that possibility.

And then, should we be playing around the
kitchen table in the Costain household at nine o'clock
of an evening, Mary and Joan's father - a Physics
Master at a local school - would come in from their
living-room, open the back-door wide, and say with
finality, "Goodnight!"

There was no arguing. We had no option but to
slink off home!

Leonora Cottrell
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THE QLD PLOW BISTRO AND RESTAURANT AT SPEEN
SPECIAL PRIX FIXE MENT/

STARTERY

Smioked chickesn salud Bang Bang spvile
Ly
Home made Suffolh  duck fiver tereine with prezerved fipgs
0y
Courgette and Piccolo pepper carpaccio
C

i4,
H

Home made grovadiax of Scotch saiman with orienial dressing

MAIN CQURSES

Gritfed Cornish fambs Lidnevs, red cabbdage, gradin pouatoes and
peleriae

{3
Corn-fed chicken olive, Catalon stvie, grilfed polenia and Provencad
POPRCEIO "
i

Sicilian styie vegetable and goaty cheese tar with lemon butter sauce and
rassed salad
{2
Lintguini  pastc with Devan mussels

£8.95 sor 2 courses

Avaifabie in the bistre
Fuesday 10 S riday lunok and divner and Sunday funch tos.

his special monu oan be regussted when making a booking. Dishes on this meon are
son-transferable and are subject availability

FISH AND ‘siii:.i_{ E i%H AP LER T
FRESH LOBNTERS, CRAR, 8F TARBASS 'i'"{,,.?'RB(}'i‘}.
SMUSSELS . SCALLOPS. PRAW! s INID AR i MOR]
THE Bibl’&( A ‘«D KESL AURANT MOW.

oy reservations telephone 81494 4883048
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District and County Council News May 2004

During the past few months progress
has been made with both the Speed Limit
Review and the Tranquil Project (Quiet
lanes) projects. From the initial work to col-
late data, initial proposals have been brought
forward for informal consultation through
various exhibitions held in April. Those at-
tending will have seen that for Speen &
North Dean several changes are proposed.
Significantly 30mph 1is proposed from
Chapel Hill through to North Dean taking
out the short length of derestricted road be-
tween the villages. An. extension to the
Hampden Road is also proposed to extend to
Coleheath Bottom. At present all proposals
are subject to further formal consultation
with the Parishes in August this year and
subject to satisfactory outcomes implemen-
tation should commence late 2004 or early
2005.

As part of the Tranquil Project I will
also be taking up the issue of inappropriate
vehicles using and damaging the lanes. This
was graphically illustrated when a 40t articu-
lated truck tried to negotiate the Devil’s El-
bow, failed completely blocking access in
both directions. It took two heavy recovery
vehicles several hours to sort out the prob-
lem that has left damage to the kerbing at
this point.

Green Waste Collection

You will have seen from the local
press that the decision by Wycombe District
Council to pilot Green Waste collections to-
gether with Dry Recyclables has been made.
The pilot, based on alternate weekly collec-
tions of Green and Refuse waste, is to take
place over a two-year programme and will
include some 12,000 homes in the South of
the District. As support from this Ward ap-
peared to favour the recycling of glass and
plastics I have asked the Council to look at
the possibility of introducing collections of
Dry Recyclables in the rural areas. I have
also asked that they consider the possibility
of introducing local composting facilities on
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redundant farm land as proposed by the
County Council’s Minerals and Waste De-
posit Local Plan; this could save the cost of
the collection of Green waste and avoid the
introduction of two weekly refuse collec-
tions. If you have a view on this idea I would
like to hear from you so that I might pass it
on to the Council.

Local Safety Schemes

In response to complaints about the
length of grass etc in verges I have asked the
County Council to ensure that grass cutting
is undertaken as a priority especially where
vision is affected at junctions. I would hope
that by the time you read this action has been
taken.

A new safety initiative launched by the
County Council is “Highways on Call’. This
gives a single access contact number 0845
230 2882 to deal with problems with roads
and pavements. If you do notice defects with
the local highways then please use this num-
ber to report them and action will be taken.
Community Leaders Fund

The County Council has again renewed
the funding for Councillors to support Local
Community Projects. My allocation was
completely taken up last year with £300 go-
ing towards the redecoration of Speen Vil-
lage Hall. This year I have again been given
the sum of £2,200 to support those commu-
nity projects requiring ‘top up’ funding to
reach their targets that must be allocated by
the end of this calendar year. If you are
aware of a project that is need of funding
then please contact me.

If you do have any concerns regarding
County Council issues, would like more in-
formation, or have noticed areas where ac-
tion is needed then please let me know and I
will do what I can to help.

Paul Rogerson
County Councillor
01494 488315
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Playing Field Committee members study a proposal by village youngsters for a possible cycle circuit on Dan Ridgley’s field

DAN RIDGLEY’S FIELD

The transfer of the field to the Village is pro-
gressing. The intention is that this land will be
held on trust by The Official Trustee of Charity
Lands (as is the Playing Field) and managed by
the Playing Field committee. Several sugges-
tions were made by villagers for the use of the
field. A proposal to use a small area for a chil-
dren’s mountain bike circuit is being evaluated.
It is intended to upgrade the pretty wooded area
to a nature reserve and let the remainder for
grazing until another use is agreed.
REPLACEMENT MOWER

The rotary mower did not give a very good
quality cut and was becoming unreliable, so a
used replacement costing £10,000 has been pur-
chased. This is doing a much better job which,
hopefully, will encourage more use of the Field
for rounders, cricket etc. Much appreciated help

with funding is coming from the Parish Coun-
cil, the Shop Charity and the Millennium Fund.
WORKING PARTY

Another working party took place on 3™ April

when 20 villagers again did a marvellous job
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cutting back hedges, reseeding the bonfire area,
repairing the patio in front of the pavilion,
cleaning the Pavilion and filling a hole in the
hedge by the small children’s areas. A new no-
tice board was erected by the field entrance.
The major task was the erection of a basketball
hoop and backboard on a stand for use by older
children (see picture on front page). This in-
volved digging a metre cube hole - done single-
handed by a well-known Norwegian!

FUN DAY, 2004

We had a successful Fun Day on June 12th -
see pages 4 & 5. A group led by Jem Sy-
mondson again organised a programme of chal-
lenging team games, followed by a tea party
and an evening disco in the Speen Marquee
PLAYING FIELD DRAW

The monthly draw provides essential income
for the maintenance of the Field and Pavilion.
The number of prizes was increased in 2003 to
attract more Draw ticket sales. Penny Stokoe is
now running the Draw.

BONFIRE NIGHT 2004

Is planned for Saturday 6™ November.
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“If | can put one touch of a rosy sunset into the life of any man or
woman, | shall feel that | have worked with God”
Henry David Thoreau

It's so easy to let daily chores and struggles overwhelm us. No matter our
age or situation, there are times in all our lives when we need support,
whether a parent with young children, recovering from an iliness, or just en-
tering our “golden” years.

That’'s why we try and help people put a “rosy touch of sunset’ into their
lives. Carewatch is a home help, care service with one very simple, but very
big difference. We care.

At Carewatch we provide all sorts of services to a wide range of individuals
in the community; assisting with any personal care needs (such as washing,
bathing, toileting), domestic care needs (shopping, cooking, cleaning), help
with childcare, relief care for regular carers. Or just simply, companionship.

If you're looking for some help, Carewatch is what you're looking for.
We really do care.

Call Caroline on 01296 625385 for a private, personal discussion of
your needs.

Q\EW
Carewatch (Mid Bucks) < %’;
Tel: 01296 625385 & =

Email: ccsmidbucks@hotmail.com

CARE SERVICES
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BROADBAND TO REACH

SPEEN BY END OF JUNE

BT has confirmed that they are still on pro-
gramme to have ADSL broadband available to
subscribers on the Hampden Row exchange
from the 30" June 2004. Hopefully by the time
you read this article some of you may already
be enjoying its benefits.

Very many thanks to all the Campaign
Supporters who have made this possible

Nildram, who are based locally in Stoke
Mandeville, are prepared to offer Hampden
Row Broadband Campaign Supporters a one
off special deal on orders placed for their
ds1500 product of £13.60 plus VAT for the first
three months, thereafter reverting to the normal
rate of £22.54 plus VAT. They will also offer
half price activation of £25.00 plus VAT with a
minimum contract period of six months. Cus-
tomers must quote reference number HR2346
when ordering. Orders may be placed at http:/
www.nildram.co.uk/dsl500.htm or by tele-

phone 0800 197 1480. This offer will be avail-
able until the 25th of July. You will need to
purchase either an ADSL Modem for a single
PC or a Router if you have a Local Area Net-
work plus a Microfilter for each telephone
socket.

If you would like to have further informa-
tion please contact hampdenrowbroad-
band@uk-walker.com

Michael Walker

"0 0000000000000 0000000000000000®
« PROPOSED CAMPAIGN FOR A RELIABLE :
: ELECTRICITY SUPPLY .

« Are you satisfied with the reliability of the electricity o
< supply in Speen, North Dean and the surrounding ar- §
ecas? If you have concerns please contact Michael o
o Walker at electricity@uk-walker.com who is coordi- §
e nating a campaign for improvements. °
:........................O....Q:

CHRISTINE LANGLEY (D.O. Hons)

(Provider for B.U.P.A., P.P.P. and all major health insurers)

NOT JusT BACKS, NOT JuST ADULTS!
OSTEOPATH & CRANIAL OSTEOPATHY

Effective treatment for all muscular and joint problems, nerve pain,
headaches, sports injuries and general physiaal discomfort.
Also distressed babies, birth trauma, colic, constipation, asthma,
unexplained pains and children with general development difficulties.

For appointments and further information

Tel: 01844-275590

Clinics currently in Stokenchurch and Princes Risborough
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Naphill and
Hughenden Scouts

As we close our Golden Jubilee year
it's become increasingly clear that the
Scout Group is a victim of its own success!
All sections, including the newly re-opened
cub pack in Hughenden, are now operating
at capacity and for the time being we have
had to close our lists to new joiners.

Although it's nice to be wanted, suc-
cess brings its own problems. For too
long now we’ve been overly dependent on
the goodwill of a small band of willing and
extremely able leaders. Now the inevita-
ble has happened and Arvid, our assistant
cub leader, has had to return to Norway
and our leader is moving on to fresh chal-
lenges. Once again the Group has to fo-
cus its energies on remedying this situa-
tion rather than moving forward.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

To help embed greater stability and
continuity into the Group we're looking to
develop teams of regular helpers for each
section — whether you're a parent, grand-
parent, recently retired or someone who
has been involved in Scouts before it
doesn’t matter. There’s a range of ways
of getting involved from Approved Helper
to Assistant leader and recent changes in
the structure of Scouting mean the neces-
sary training is easier and you get to
choose a level of involvement and com-

mitment that suits you.

What better way to give something
back and give our young people some
much needed focus? Why not give us a
call for an informal chat?

Trevor Nicholls (Group Scout Leader)

565322
Nick Corble (Chairman) 481874

rgik

e,itio“ of Goog 4,

%&T TREATS i

5.7 Duke Street

2i=il@ 8  Princes Rishorough gy
Busks HP2T 44T

Gayols  Tei: 61544 344354 e

Fax: §1844 2745490

Z
TREATS

the greatest selection

of toys in the areal
Scientific & Educationat

Quality bespoke websites for a wide range of businesses

Visit www nickithomas.co.uk

on the Web to find out more...
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Speen resident Caroline Walker, who lives on
Chapel Hill, and her boyfriend Adam Watkins are
raising money for their voluntary work placements
in Bangalore, Southern India, with the organisation
i-to-i. Their three-month placements, starting in
October this year, will support a variety of local
Indian charities, ranging from orphanages to health
care centres.

Caroline, who graduated from the University of
Bath this July in International Management &
Modemn Languages, will work as part of a small
team helping to coordinate the communications
strategy of a network of local charities and non-
government organisations. Currently awareness
about issues that affect women, children and the
disabled is raised through the use of various media,
including journals, brochures, posters, films, vid-
eos and radio broadcasts to reach wider audiences.
Because of the lack of local expertise, international
volunteers are desperately required to help train
local staff and ‘develop an efficient use of the re-
sources available.

Adam, who studied Cultural and Media Studies
at the University of the West of England in Bristol,

. FUND RAISING FOR INDLA_

$9000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000

esso0cece

will be working closely with a small independent
film company, producing fundraising and aware-
ness films for the local community on AIDS
awareness and other health and gender issues.

The two volunteers are looking for sponsors.
However large or small your donation, it will be
much appreciated by the people in India. As a
thank you, any private donor will have the chance
to win a variety of gift items, such as an aro-
matherapy massage or a hamper. Once all private
donations are collected, names will be picked at
random, on 1¥ September, to receive one of the
gifts.

Caroline is looking for anyone who works for a
company who can donate prizes such as wine, food
hampers, flowers, meal vouchers or any gift items.
Your company will be mentioned as a sponsor in
further communications in the local area and an
official acknowledgment of sponsorship and recip-
rocal web-link can be arranged from the i-to-i
homepage if required. For further details or to
make a donation, please contact Caroline on 07790
024507 or email cewalkermalawi@hotmail.com.

PARTRIDGE & C().

' .ifkﬂﬂe?ﬂf Cm ﬁed Aaﬂnrmmts e

' :;Huckmghamshwe, sz':-' aAE

: AL _Tei* 4}1844- 343990* Fax 01844-34391}3 =
] ;l.n—maii..ac(.oums@partndgeandeo.x—way,co.uk f

Are yau fed np dealmg with Inland Revenue Se!f-A&sassment Retnrns”, _"f:: F Al y

oS Why not speak to: Rmhard Partm'!ge aliti lez hi e pmvade & Full ’I‘ Return
- Bervice for you, We have the market imdmg pmfcssmna} Tax Retum software -
— dm:gned for ali types ai‘ perssmat ami com;mny tax retu?n’;, :

: As Rﬁgister&d Aud;tors and Busmess Adwsars, we spec!ahse in prnwdmg a 'f i
o highly pzersnnal service o owneﬁmanaggd companies, trades and. personal tax e
o i:!xents, covmng all aspects oi’ husmess acﬂmntmg am:i txxatnm, < S

sz o NB' We have lmw moved ta oificm in the Markzt ﬁquan Prmces R!shomugh el




Speen & North Dean News Issue 33

For properties in

Estate Agents
Valuers
Surveyors

Independent Financial Advisors

Tel:01494 521234 - Fax: 01494 511133 - 1 Crendon Streetl, High Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6LE
www. stuartnewmans.com emailhomes@stuarinewmans.com
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News from St John's Parish Church

General News

Just over a year has passed since the Licensing
by the Bishop of Buckingham and Installation by
the Archdeacon of Buckingham of the Revd De-
nise Critchell as Vicar of Lacey Green and Minis-
ter in the Risborough Team. During this time we
have seen the church continuing to grow with new
ideas and thoughts as to how best it can serve
the local community. Denise is being greatly sup-
ported by her husband Norman. The traditional
Lenten services — Ash Wednesday, Palm Sun-
day, Maundy Thursday and Good Friday and
Easter Sunday - were all well attended.

Some other events of note were:

e On Tuesday, 24™ February 2004, a record
number of over 70 people went to St John’s
School to enjoy the traditional annual Pancake
Party. With some 35 children to entertain, the
Games-Master Graham King was kept fully
occupied, while in the kitchen, the dads were
at full stretch (under the watchful supervision
of mums!) in providing for the demands of the
hungry hordes! The evening concluded with a
time-honoured dads pancake tossing competi-
tion, which was hotly contested as usual and
won by Hugh Thomas-Davies!!

e On Sunday 29" February 2004, under the
leadership of Gavin Mole, the St John's
Church Choir were joined by friends and
members of the congregation to stage ‘Two
Parable in Music’ - the Good Samaritan and
the Prodigal Son. The audience was encour-
aged to join in the singing and given some
very amusing warm-up exercises at the begin-
ning. Although this was not seen as a fund
raising event, a retiring collection of £100 was
taken.

e During the March (2™) Meeting of the PCC it
was agreed that a proportion of its charitable
giving would go to supporting a Crosslinks
family — Sena and Jane Ounate-Lare — who
are preparing for a Church Planting Ministry
in Togo. They plan to be based in Dapaong
(30,000) and their vision is to reach out to
students and educated workers in the town.

e On Friday, 5™ March 2004, women from all
the parishes within the local area attended an
interdenominational Service at St John's to
mark the Women's World day of Prayer. As in
previous years, the service was well supported

and provided much spiritual strength to face
the challenges of daily life. The Guest

_ Speaker was the Revd Janice Pettipher, a local
Methodist Minister, who spoke about her life
and experiences in South Africa.

e The church was full with mums, dads and
children for the Family Eucharist Service for
Mothering Sunday (21* March 2004). During
the service the children presented their moth-
ers with small posies of flowers.

e On Sunday, 3rd April 2004, the Annual Gen-
eral Meeting (AGM) of the Parochial Church
Council (PCC) took place following the Palm
Sunday service. In addition to the usual reso-
lutions and elections associated with the PCC,
the congregation received detailed reports on
all the key areas of parish management. A
copy of the draft Minutes from the AGM will
be available on the church notice board in due
course.

e On Friday, 23™ April 2004, over 150 people
attended a Health & Beauty Therapy Evening
organised by Doreen Lett in the Lacey Green
Village Hall in aid of the St John’s Church
Restoration and Extension Fund. A wide
range of professional presentations and dem-
onstrations took place together with health and
beauty products to try and purchase. Over a
£1000 was raised through personal donations
to the church project.

e On Saturday, 29™ May 2004, some 24 hardy
folk spent the morning working on the church
grounds and graveyard. Hedges and grass
were trimmed, weeds removed and graves
repaired. A reward of bacon rolls and coffee
were well deserved by all who volunteered for
the work.

Restoration Fund

At a recent meeting of the PCC it was agreed that the
operating surplus from the general account should be
set aside for restoration purposes. This, together with
the existing balance and receipt of regular small dona-
tions still coming in, leaves around £4,800 in the fund.
The Church Fabric Committee is now prioritising the
outstanding minor repairs, and work on these will be-
gin shortly - much of this to be on a “self-help” basis.
In the longer term, the church building needs to be re-
wired.

Barry Titchen
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Local to Naphill, Walters Ash
Lacey Green, Speen, Prestwood,
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(The editor apologises for his rather pathetic attempt at

Martin and I were peacefully lighting a
fire on a chilly April evening when our local
councillor rang the door bell.

“Aren’t you taking photos of the lorry?
Well, I thought you would be for the mag. And
I would like some for my next council meeting”

Ignoring the hearth and home we col-
lected our cameras and walked down towards
“The Devil’s Elbow”, scene of many an inter-
esting situation, which a massive lorry had
failed to negotiate. The policeman let us go
down but gave dire warnings about getting too
close.

There were two huge towing trucks,
which had not long turned up, and a discussion
was in progress. Further down the road were
two guys looking a bit sheepish (the drivers?)

A very pleasant policewoman came up to
us, glad that we had a camera to record the
scene. Martin was asked to go round the back of
the lorry, which was hanging over a garden, the
fence having been carefully removed by the
drivers.

I started chatting to the drivers. They
came from Pyle, between Cardiff and Swansea.

They were delivering to Slad Lane and
should have turned left at the Home of Rest for
Horses to get to their destination. Having
missed this turn they thought they would carry
on up the road until they found as place to turn
round and go back!! Our local councillor has
tried to get a warning sign put up, because this
is just one of many such incidents and there is
no indication to drivers that it is very difficult to
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take large vehicles up this road.

There was a discussion about emptying
the van of its contents since the tail had become
grounded. However, although the lorry bore the
ParcelForce logo it was no-longer a parcel de-
livery vehicle and the list of contents included a
car, motor bikes, furniture and household
goods! Impossible to reload. To release it, the
towing trucks seemed to pull the cab across the
corner, while trying to avoid the steep grass
verge on the inside. Having got the cab in line
with the rear it could then turn 90 degrees to the
trailer and be partly towed up the hill. It was
very impressive to watch.

The estimated bill from the tow trucks
was £1400!! Add on two police cars, 3 police-
men/women, road blocked for 3 to 4 hours,
damage to road surface and verge - not to speak
of late delivery of the contents of the lorry and
the possible dismissal of the two drivers.
Devil’s Elbow was living up to its name.

Glenn Hart

: LITTER ON THE PLAYING
FIELD :
: Please do not drop litter on the:
iPlaying Field. If you see litter,:
i please help by picking it up and put-;
:ting it in one of the several bins pro-:
tvided '
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Wildlife Watch by Peter Symonds

The most notable sightings over the past
couple of months seem to have been of roe deer
within our area. Previous articles have referred
to various sightings of these attractive deer
passing through our area but the number of re-
cent sightings seem to suggest that we may
have at least two, if not more, residents. Recent
reports have included a pair in North Dean and
individuals in Speen and at Redland End from
sightings by three different observers. The
Speen report referred to a “startled male roe
deer” in one of the larger gardens in Grubbins
Lane.

The amphibians in the village have been
breeding since the last issue of the News. Frogs
assembled during February, spawning in early
March. In my own pond numbers were well
down on previous years - possibly the result of
early morning visits by the Heron. Lower frog
numbers seemed to be offset by increasing
numbers of toads (which I believe may be un-
palatable to the Heron). Strings of toad spawn
appeared in two of our ponds during late
March. This duly hatched but, strangely, in
mid-May a limited second breeding cycle was
apparent. In May, as in March, our pond has
echoed to the sound of mating calls, audible
from indoors. Other regular visitors to our

ponds early in the year are a pair of Mallard
who almost seem to be looking for a nest site.
One year they laid an egg by the side of the
pond but in most years they decide that a gar-
den shared with a bearded Collie is just too
crowded!

Other birds are busy breeding at this time.
Pied Wagtails were noted nest building to the
rear of The King William IV. Within our own
garden Hedge sparrows have already fledged,
whilst two boxes of Blue Tits and one box of
Great Tits are a hive of activity. Our summer
visitors are now here with Chiffchaffs noted in
the woods in early April with several Back caps
noted towards the end of the month.

In May one regular occurrence at night is
the sound of Cockchafers crashing into illumi-
nated windows at night. These large brown bee-
tles emerge from their larval stage underground
during the night but are often disorientated by
bright lights. Most years, several of these large
[35cm] beetles crash into our floodlights during
May- hence their alternative name of May
bugs.

Please let me know of any interesting
sightings or indeed photographic opportunities.

Peter Symonds (tel:488016)

A st Hughenden Valley Guideg

We are a friendly group of girls who meet every Thursday evening in the Speen Scout hut which is situated
in Coleheath Bottom. The unit has been running for 33 years and has seen a wealth of young girls enter and
leave its fold. There are currently 25 girls and four leaders with parent helpers. The unit is flourishing due
to its fun events and interesting activities. Just recently we had local guide dog trainer Gloria Holmes intro-
duce her new puppy as well as Margaret Hancox telling us about her job as a midwife in the SCBU at Wy-
combe General Hospital. We are incredibly grateful for all the local help that has accompanied the Guide
unit. In May every year we take a three day camp in which girls can learn to cope in the outdoors and leamn
the skills associated with camping; this year the camp is to take place at Piggott’s Hill in North Dean. This
always proves to be a very valuable time and the girls thoroughly enjoy it! We are glad to be taking six new
guides this year to teach them all the delights of camping! I found Guides to be a very encouraging and ex-
citing time of my life which is why I have never left the unit and am incredibly sad to leave after eight years
participating as a Guide, Young Leader and soon-to-be Guider. Thank you to Pauline Hall and Diana Cliffe
for the worthwhile skills and amazing experiences I had under their care.

If you would like anymore information regarding the Guide Unit please contact me on 488607 or Pauline
Hall (Division Commissioner) on 488372.

Natalie Awdry
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Main Road, iémy Green, Em%é; HP27 0QU
Tel: 01844 343113 + Fax: 01844 344520

PARTY TIME?

B ou need D
& Sound £

... 10 make your party go with a swing ...
We seli & hire Party Lights Sound Systems & Special Effects
Karaoke hire packs for all the budding singers amongst you

Hire prives and full defails are all on our website or just call in the Sho

We can also supply a full Disco with professional compere/DJ for any
Kﬁver‘si, he it a Wedding, Birthday Party or Corporate Social Function, Ay
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Free Collection/Delivery: Mon/Wed/

Sat : -
o 30% off with this fivern ;
J\”‘b‘é’w’ /‘mv“i:ﬁ/
I ALL BINDS OF BLADES

SHARPENED & SERVIDED

Piggotts Hill - Speen Read -~ Hughenden Valley -
High Wycombe - BuckinghamshirefHP14 4NH

TELIFAX: 1404 563513 - MOBILE: 07785 353118

{gamail - lonnybish@hotmail oo vkl
........................ = i E8E ABTZ2
YiSA &MSTQRCARQ i SWITCH

Richard Ferguson
BLHILDER

FOR.. intzenst end externs! allerstions

Wall and floor sﬁmg decorating.
Electrical work, patios, porches

AND.. Al general buliding work

Telephone 01484 582854 or (7958 984363

ALB0L Kitchen units Hitted, bathroom suilss, showers, sie.
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Speen Art
Exhibition

In

Speen Village
Hall

Saturday 10

July

2pm until
S5pm

All artists and
photogra-
phers from

Speen

Come and
see us during
the fete
Entrance free
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Cilla Black at the reception to receive funds from Speen Fete

Speen Fete

charity donation

Last week as a member of Speen Fete
Committee I was invited to attend a special
reception held by the Chairman and Trustees
of Scannappeal with Patron Miss Cilla Black
OBE at the Hampden Lecture Theatre at
Wycombe Hospital last year at the suggestion
of the Speen WI. We were able to donate
funds from our Fete proceeds. Many people in
attendance had held events over recent years
for Scannappeal and raised £750,000 to set up
the Sunrise cancer unit and to equip a
dedicated scanning unit for women at
Wycombe Hospital. With Cilla in attendance
we had a very enjoyable time as she moved
round and chatted with different groups after
presenting six patrons awards. Scannappeal is
now raising money for breast screening, eye
equipment and equipment to detect blood clots

Loiz Bale

Hughenden Builders

Established 22 years

All Building Works Undertaken

Extensions.

Alterations.

Loft Conversions.

Roofing — all types.

Drives, Block paving, Tarmac etc.
Patios, Walls, Garden landscaping.
Plumbing, Plastering, Carpentry.

LK 2K 2 R BE B 2

Planning Service.
Clear & Concise Plans
Single Story £150.00
Two Storey £300.00
(plus council fees)
Free detailed estimate with drawing.
Planning fees returned if tender accepted.

171 Main Road
Naphill

Tel: 01494 562937

01494 438057
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Speen Choir
......and friends presented a concert on 21% March
to raise funds for Great Hampden Church, under
the title “Hope Springs Maternal”, commemorating
the double celebrations of the onset of Spring and
Mothering Sunday.

After a power cut in Hampden, some nifty last
minute reorganisation saved the day by moving the
entire event to Prestwood Church, which was full
for the occasion.

The Choir, as usual, sang a widely varied se-
lection, including items related to the twin themes
of the concert.

Much enjoyment was given by a number of
young musicians including the Hampden Mini-
Orchestra, a haunting harp solo from Katie
McClaughry, Greg Symondson on piano, a song
from Natalie Awdry and the virtuoso violin play-
ing of Alexandra and Charlotte Reid. Other enter-
tainment came from individual members of the
Choir, and accompaniment throughout was pro-
vided by the Choir’s talented regular pianist, Gwen
Palmer.

The evening, tickets for which included a glass
of sparkling wine and canapés, was very well re-
ceived and in addition raised over £400 for Great
Hampden Church funds.
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' What’s on in Speen & North Dean
hom mm o o o e e e e e e e e e e e Em mm mw e mw mm s mm e e e e of
July
Ist The Impact of Weather: Mr Jim Dale - WI Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
3rd Village Day - Lacey Green St John’s Parish Church will be
open all day
4th North Dean Pig Roast - contact 01494 562151 North Dean Playing Field 12.00pm
10th Speen Village Fete Speen Playing Field 2.00pm
Speen Summer Proms Speen Playing Field 6.00pm
St John’s Butterfly Ball - St John’s School PTA and
Parochial Church Council Lacey Green
13th Lacey Green Parish Council meeting Lacey Green Village Hall 7.30pm
August
5th Gilbert & Sullivan: Mrs A Woodward - WI Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
7th North Dean Village Fete North Dean Playing Field 2.00pm
September
2nd Caribbean Cookery: Mrs Sandra Webb - WI Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
4th Charity Ball - Speen Supporters Group Willott’s Farm, Speen
13th Lacey Green Parish Council meeting Speen Village Hall 7.30pm
18th Men’s Breakfast - “A story of healing” Speen Village Hall 8.30am
25th Mystery Car Rally - contact 01494 564180 or 562864  North Dean 5.00pm
October
7th Voluntary work with the RSPCA:
Mrs Burnett - WI Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
12th Lacey Green Parish Council meeting Lacey Green Village Hall 7.30pm
16th Race Night - contact 01494 564969 North Dean Village Hall
November
4th WI Annual meeting Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
6th Fireworks and Bonfire Speen Playing Field
13th Ladies” Beakfast - “A scientist’s story” Speen Village Hall 8.30am
15th Lacey Green Parish Council meeting Speen Village Hall 7.30pm
December
2nd A Christmas Celebration - WI Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
13th Lacey Green Parish Council meeting Lacey Green Village Hall 7.30pm
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Who'’s who in Speen & North Dean
P VUM i o i i e . s B e e S H
sen & North Dean News - editor Martin Stockley 488101 |
- next issue Stephen Peake 488293
zen & North Dean News - advertising Glenn Hart 488528
zen Baptist Church - Minister Andy Gower 488758
een Festival - chairman Martin Stockley 488101
een Féte - chairman David King 01844 344839
een & North Dean Good Neighbours Christine Oliver 488409
ides Pauline Hall 488372
een Horticultural Association - secretary Peter Dawson 488222
een Infants’ School - head Mrs Nayna 488321
een Infants’ School PTA Louise Wilson 563750
een Marquee - hirings John Holmes 488420
sther & Toddler Group Sandy Mitcheson 488875
een Neighbourhood Watch John Radford 488679
een Playing Field Association - secretary Jenny Cowan 488546
een Pre-School Janis Hearn 488440
een Residents’ Association Gordon Hall 488331
ding for the Disabled Gloria Holmes 488420
een Singles Group Dave Howarth 488578
een Supporters’ Group Christine Oliver 488409
een Stores Sandra Clarke 488258
een Tennis Court - secretary Cherry Seekins 488355
reen Village Hall - bookings and secretary Catherine Butler 488412
>rth Dean Village Hall — chairman Bob Wheeler 564090
>rth Dean Village Hall - secretary Jan Wheeler 564090
>rth Dean Village Hall - bookings secretary Megan Chinn 563074
>rth Dean Village Hall - buildings/development Eric Cash 562969
orth Dean Village Hall - fete committee Dorothy Hazell 563534
orth Dean Village Hall - family committee Louise Wilson 563750
orth Dean Village Hall - fund-raising & social Peter Keen 562151
orth Dean Village Hall - housekeeping Pat Rogers 562041
reen WI - secretary Barbara Collett 488348
Hughenden Parish Council R F Gould (Chairman)
Lacey Green Parish Council Don White (Chairman) 488437
Roger Craft 488343
Wycombe District Council Paul Rogerson 488315
Buckinghamshire County Council Paul Rogerson 488315
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Helping you buy or sell your home in The Chilterns and South Buckinghamshire

ESTATE AGENTS, VALUERS, SURVEYORS, FINANCIAL ADVISORS

28, High Street, Princes Risborough
01844 345666

Prestwood 01494 866000 Hazlemere 01494 716000 High Wycombe 01494 528000

FINE COUNTRY

01844 343131




