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Professionals in the sale and rental of quality homes in
Speen, North Dean and the surrounding Chiltern Villages
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Editors note

Is it a sign of the times that, in this issue, both
Speen and North Dean Village Halls make a plea
for younger members to come forward and to help
support and run these community facilities? By
“younger” they almost certainly mean under 50!
Unfortunately, the scarcity of the 30s, 40s, and
even early 50s generations on organising commit-
tees in the two villages is not limited to running the
Halls. With the obvious exception of the PTA,
which perhaps has somewhat narrower aims, al-
most all voluntary community functions and facili-
ties appear to be sustained by a fairly small number
of active folk who are not necessarily retired but
Are e er, shall we say, not getting any younger!
This newsletter is no exception. The Speen &
North Dean News would love to have some
younger village representatives on its committee
(it’s hardly a great demand on time unless you
choose to become editor), so anyone who’s of a
mind to get inyolved - please get in touch; and I’'m
sure the Village Hall committees would like to
hear from someone too....... (and the Fete, and the
Festival, and the Playing Field Association, etc
Clesi . ik

Meanwhile, please do keep the news of past
and future events coming in. Articles are fine by
e-mail, floppy disc or hard copy, and photos are
very welcome top - it would be nice to have more.
We would prefer to limit articles to 1 page, al-
though we appreciate that sometimes this isn’t pos-
sible. My e-mail address is: ma-
jos@btinternet.com, telephone 01494 488101,
address Driftway House, Coleheath Bottom,
Speen HP27 0SZ.

(4]

Martin Stockley
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Cover photographs (clockwise from top left):

IJohn Radford & Christine Symondson seem pretty delighted to be at the SSG Christmas Quiz (page

32)

IAndy Gower with the children of Speen School, who gave books for children in India (page 24)

Jude Awdry and Sharon Hay were proud winners of a business award (page 32)
|A lunch enjoyed in North Dean raises funds for good causes (page 32)
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Reminiscences of a local bobby’s son

My twin sister Margaret and I were born
in the old Police Station in Wycombe Road
&l

field almost opposite the blacksmith’s (Mr
Brown) on the lane to Hampden House.

Risborough, on February 28®
1928. Our father, Reginald Harris
(PC 39), was stationed at Risbor-
ough until about 1930 when we
were moved to Graham Cottages
in Lacey Green - the house be-
tween the bungalow adjacent to
the school and Stocken Farm.
Graham Cottage belonged to Mrs
Dell, who lived in the half nearer
the school. My brother Dick was
born before we moved again to
Lane End in January 1939

After we had left Lacey
Green a Police House was built
opposite, as were several other

houses, on ground that in our time

had been an open field backing on

Miss Ishbel MacDonald, daughter of ex-Premier Ramsay MacDonald ar-

to Mrs Carter’s indoor tennis rives 1o take over the Ye Olde Plow Inn, Speen, in January 1936 with the

courts.

I was only ten when we

Green but I had been in the

moved from Lacey
Boy Scouts - who held their meetings in the vic-
arage garage - and the church choir. My sister
was in the Girl Guides and they met in a hut
near The Black Horse.

I remember walking cross-country with

other boys to Gt. Hampden to play football in a

Jformer owner, Mr C B Childs, to be welcomed by PC Harris

I never v oWy }(nu YY oL Yl Y ‘vxv"e!l b‘d;

Major Caldwell’s house, the totem pole and the
monkey that was kept there (see page 18) made
an impression when Dad once took. me to the
house. As a kid I remember Dad bringing home
hot-cross buns from the old Speen bakery and
wooden off-cuts, which I used as toy bricks,
from Rixons workshop, which was

oo gof in aw Sneen very

on the right towards the top of
Flowers Bottom Lane overlooking
The Plough and the bank where that
aeroplane crashed. Our birds-
nesting trips would sometimes take
us along Highwood Bottom but
rarely would we reach Speen
proper. Thinking of Highwood Bot-
tom, I remember sledging down the
bank and having to duck under the
barbed-wire fence at the bottom of
the bank before landing in High-
wood bottom lane - health and

A Hawker Demon crash landed in Flowers Bottom

John Harris
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:SPEEN VILLAGE HALL - WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT :
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I know the 29th November was
a horrible wet day, and I know
there were lots of other Christ-
mas Fairs on in the surrounding 3
villages but we are YOUR Village
Hall and without your support it
won't be there for your chil-
dren's birthday parties and your
various functions. We run very
few fund-raising events, the
Christmas Fair Dbeing the main
one. This year hardly anyone at-
tended, Jjust the faithful few who
help patronize us

“OOOOQ!I.CI..OCll...'..Oiiltlsdl‘.l'lclhl.i

Speen Village Hall would also like:
: to recruit new members to the Com-
: mittee - in particular younger mem-:

:bhers of the community. The de-
-mands on time need not be high - so: :
:why not make a contribution to the-
.vtllage by joining? Please contact-
'the secretary, Catherine Butler, on:
.488412

Seesccccsoccsvcescsannencsscscnsncsecenssesecessoa

(KRN

every year. The com-
mittee spend a lot of
time, money and energy; s
to do these things and [
in return keep the

e aere  aren GARDEN MACHINERY

If we don't get sup-

port from our own com- gA|ES - SERVICE & HIRE OF GARDEN EQUIPMENT

e

JOHN BISHOP

munity the hire of the
hall will have to be

increased as there is ggmﬁmAﬁagggégsgswgﬁg}fgW

a considerable amount

of money required for WE ALSO SERVICE AND STOCK SPARES FOR:-

AGENTS FOR:

U WpRREp HONDA - FLYMO - QUALCAST - M.T.0-ALKO - STIHL
Next time we are :
fund-raising will you Free Collection/Delivery: Mon/Wed/ :
PLEASE come and sup- Sat N
port us? - 10% off with this flyer. £
Catherine Butler ol ‘ ALL KINDS OF BLADES 1

Secretary

Speen Village Hall

Encouraging footnote:
Since  then, tickets
for the next fund-
raising event, a per-

formance of “Jeffrey Piggotts Hill - Speen Road - Hughenden Valley -
Bernard is Unwell” on High Wycombe - BuckgghamshsfeMP‘M&R

April 17th, completely

sold out nearly 2 ?EL!FAXﬁ 01494 563513 - MOBILE: 07785 353116

SHARPENED & SERVICED

months in advance - so
many thanks to all
those who were able to

{e-mail - ionnybish@hotmail.co.uk}

get them! VISA

MASTERCARD _ _ SWITCH |
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SPEEN JUNIOR £1.UB

Just over a year ago, Karen said “Speen needs
a youth club”.

“Yes!” I said, “Let’s do it”.

After a few meetings, loads of phone calls,
and collating a lot of advice, Speen Junior Club
was launched. During the planning stages, an-
other mad village person, Melanie, WILL-
INGLY VOLUNTEERED to come on board -(I
told you she was mad!)

The first meeting took place at the church hall
on Friday 23rd May, with 16 children attending.
Since then we have gone from strength to
strength, with an average weekly attendance of
about 22 children.

We received an amount from Speen Shop
Charities Committee, which covered the setting
up costs together with some new equipment. Al-
though our weekly “profit” is not astronomical,
we are using it to provide equipment for craft
activities to be run most weeks.

I would like to appeal to anyone who may
have any ideas for activities that we could run for
the children. We have two hours each evening to
fill. Perhaps you may feel drawn to help us some
Friday evenings. If so you would be most wel-
come. Please call me on 01494 488713.

If you have any second hand games or equip-
ment I would love to hear from you. We do not
have any storage room at the church so large
items would not be much use for us. Our current
target is to purchase another TV and computer
game console.

I would like to extend a huge THANK YOU,
firstly to Karen Smith, whom I blame entirely for
my lack of spare Friday evenings now! Thank
you too, to all the children who regularly attend;
you make it a pleasure to run the club each week
— well, most of the time anyway.

Unfortunately, due to illness Melanie is un-
able to help each week at the moment. Melanie,
thank you for all your help and support, and
when you are recovered enough to come back
you will be welcomed with very open arms.

I think that is a fair summary of the Junior
Club to date. Thank you again to all those who
have supported us.

Nicki Pitt.

- Is your water
# 18® as hard as nails?

50% of British households sulfer from
{hess sure signs of hard waler problems]

+ Blocked shower heads

* Siow-running taps

* Scum marks (n baths and basing
+ Excessive use of household cleaners

* Harsh, hard towels and clothes

« Incrassed water heating bills

* Scaled-up kettles and
appliances

Nail all your hard water
problems by insialling
an EcoWater system

m‘
Sterling Softeners \,@_f
Courns View House. Norh Dean, = =
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HP 14 4NN

Telephone/Fax: 01494 §65232
Hughenden Builders

Established 22 years

All Building Works Undertaken

Extensions.

Alterations.

Loft Conversions.

Roofing — all types.

Drives, Block paving, Tarmac etc.
Patios, Walls, Garden landscaping.
Plumbing, Plastering, Carpentry.

L R K B BR BE R 2

Planning Service.

Clear & Concise Plans
Single Story £150.00
Two Storey £300.00
(plus council fees)
Free detailed estimate with drawing.
Planning fees returned if tender accepted.

Tel: 01494 562937

01494 438057

171 Main Road
Naphill
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“If I can put one touch of a rosy sunset into the life of any man or
woman, | shall feel that | have worked with God”
Henry David Thoreau

It's so easy to let daily chores and struggles overwhelm us. No matter our
age or situation, there are times in all our lives when we need support,
whether a parent with young children, recovering from an illness, or just en-
tering our“golden” years.

That’s why we try and help people put a “rosy touch of sunset” into their
lives. Carewatch is a home help, care service with one very simple, but very
big difference. We care.

At Carewatch we provide all sorts of services to a wide range of individuals
in the community; assisting with any personal care needs (such as washing,
bathing, toileting), domestic care needs (shopping, cooking, cleaning), help
with childcare, relief care for regular carers. Or just simply, companionship.

If you're looking for some help, Carewatch is what you're looking for.
We really do care.

Call Caroline on 01296 625385 for a private, personal discussion of
your needs.

Q\EW
Carewatch (Mid Bucks) I 6
Tel: 01296 625385 &) =

Email: ccsmidbucks@hotmail.com

CARE SERVICES
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District and County Council News March 2004

Green Waste Collection

You will have seen from the local press that the de-
cision has been made by Wycombe District Council
to pilot test Green Waste collections together with
Dry Recyclables. The pilot, based on alternate
weekly collections of green and refuse waste, is to
take place over a two-year programme and will in-
clude some 12,000 homes in the South of the Dis-
trict. As there was support in this Ward for the recy-
cling of glass and plastics, I have asked the Council
to look at the possibility of introducing collections
of Dry Recyclables in the rural areas. I have also
asked that they consider the possibility of introduc-
ing local composting facilities on redundant farm
land, as proposed by the County Council’s Minerals
and Waste Deposit Local Plan; this could save the
cost of the collection of Green waste and avoid the
introduction of two weekly refuse collections. If
you have a view on this idea I would like to hear
trom you so that I might pass it on to the Council.

The Speed Limit Review

A possible delay in this work has been avoided,
with the first meeting of the Review Group, which
includes Speen, taking place in January. I was in-
vited to be part of the group and was pleased to hear
that 30 mph limits for all rural villages were to be
considered. It was also agreed that extensions to
existing limits, such as that on Hampden Road,
were to be reassessed. It is hoped that consultation
on the results of the review will take place with the
Parishes during the summer and that implementa-
tion of the proposals will commence in the autumn.

The Tranquil Project

This project is now proceeding in tandem with the
Speed Limit Review with consultation on the out-
comes of the study planned to be carried out at the
same time as that for the Review.

A4010 Culverton/Woodway Junction

I attended the County Council’s Planning Commit-
tee in November 2003 and asked that, in order that
the potential increase in ‘rat-running’ through
Loosley Row and Lacey Green be addressed, condi-
tions linking the start of work be linked to the com-
pletion of the Quiet Lanes project. I also supported
the concerns of some residents over the impact of
the proposed lighting on the AONB. The applica-
tion was passed subject to conditions being placed

on the lighting and landscaping requirements to- °

gether with a restraint on the start being linked to

the reporting on the Quiet Lanes project. However
since the decision to pass the scheme, the County
Council has decided that it was proving too expen-
sive and has therefore decided to re-evaluate the
proposal and look for alternative solutions.

Local Road Works

Coleheath Bottom / Hampden Road - The work to
provide haunching, edge strengthening and surfac-
ing at this junction has been completed.

Pink Road and Green Hailey to Hampden — The
majority of the white lining on these roads has been
carried out. Some lines between the Whip and the
Pink & Lily are still outstanding but all junctions
have been completed. In addition, some work to
improve the road frictional resistance through Green
Hailey to Redland End has been carried out. I have
asked that this type of work be considered to the
steep approaches to Speen to help equestrians ride
without slipping. :

Community Leaders Fund

This year’s allocation of funds has now been taken
up with the final grants given to help Saunderton
Station restoration and the refurbishment of the
Sports Club in Lacey Green. I am hopeful that the
fund will be reallocated next year so that local com-
munity projects will be able to benefit from grants.
If you are aware of a project that is need 0f funding
then please contact me.

If you do have any concerns regarding District or
County Council issues or have noticed areas where
action is needed then please let me know and I will
do what I can to help.

Paul Rogerson
District & County Councillor

Rosemary A. Stone

(MSSCh MBChA)
SURGICAL CHIROPODIST

TELEPHONE:
01494 562569

Vivaldi, Stocking Lane, Hughenden Valley,
Bucks. HP14 4NE
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BOB JOHNSTON

1925-2003

Bob was born on 6th April 1925 in Cal-
gary, Canada. His mother had emigrated to
Canada from Devon with her family, while
his father had emigrated from Edinburgh.
On leaving school in 1943 Bob started work
as a weather observer for Yukon and North
West Territories Dept in the Canadian Civil
service. He was stationed at White Horse in
Yukon - 1,700 miles north west of Calgary -
until he was called up for the army in 1944.

Bob did not like the idea of the infantry,
so he talked his way into the artillery where
they needed weather observers to gauge wind
speed and direction and relay that informa-
tion to the gun layers. Bob always was a
good talker!

Arriving in England in March, he was
sent on an army course, given money and
told to find his own bed and breakfast. VE
Day saw him in Edinburgh visiting his fa-
ther’s nephews and nieces. Bob was a great
one for keeping in touch with family mem-
bers and on later trips to see daughter Vivien
in Canada he would set off, with very little
luggage, to visit and catch up with family
members spread around the country.

Apart from the course in England, Bob’s
army career consisted of, in his words, ‘a
jaunt up through Belgium, Holland and the
Frisian Islands to Wilhelmshaven in Germany.
More a Cook’s tour than a war’. He then vol-
unteered for Japan but victory in the Pacific
brought his demob in Calgary where he con-
tinued college studies, graduating with a BA
in Social Sciences after two years.

Still with itchy feet he decided to see
more of the Old Country and came back to
Britain in 1950.

Bob was a sporty sort of chap and it was
his tennis playing which brought about the
next significant change in his life, for
through playing tennis he met Sheila at the
local tennis club. They were married on 13th
August 1955, and settled in Chorleywood.

After working in the freight industry for
several years, Bob changed tack in 1964 and
took a job in the Careers Service of Hertford-
shire County Council Education Dept. As a
gregarious person this work suited him well -
and it was one in which his analytical and
research skills were honed. These skills were
later applied to our benefit in Speen, for he
put them to good use in retirement, re-

searching and documenting the history of
the village, having moved here soon after the
new close of Abbotswood was built in 1977.
Bob’s love of history, his outward-going
nature and his pleasure in sharing things
with others led to the creation of his walking
tours of Speen as part of the village Millen-

nium celebrations. During the summer

months he would lead groups of interested
folk both from within and outside the com-
munity on a guided tour of the village, finish-
ing with an afternoon tea in the chapel hall.
Much of the information he had amassed
saw the light of day in the book “The Leaves
of Time - a history of Speen”, which he co-
wrote with Martin Stockley and which an-
other village friend, Jude Awdry, published.

Bob was closely connected with tennis in
Speen, and also spent many happy hours in
his garden. He managed to combine his love
of tennis and gardening by taking on respon-
sibility for ground work at Great Missenden
Lawn Tennis club. Both he and Sheila
shared a love for Scottish Country dancing
and Bob regularly donned his kilt for their
weekly night out at the dance.

They had been married for 48 years be-
fore, following a lengthy illness, Sheila died
in August last year. Not long earlier, Bob
had also become ill and, after a short stay in
a residential care home, he followed Sheila in
November.

A true village “character”, Bob will be
sorely missed.

Thanks to Andy Gower for this summary of
Bob’s life
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New Year Bring & Buy Charity Coffee Morning
Driftway House, Speen
Friday 20™ February 2004

I would like to thank everyone who contributed to the success of the Charity Coffee Momning.
We made £310 which was a tremendous effort. We were able therefore to give £155 to The Chil-
terns Multiple Sclerosis Centre at Halton and £155 to the Calibre Cassette Library of recorded
books for the blind and print disabled at Weston Turville. Both organisations are always im-
mensely grateful for any financial support.

Thanks to the 50+ friends who came to the event for their time and support and to those who
were unable to attend but very generously left contributions. All much appreciated.

Marjorie Stockley
PLANNING NEWS

Hughenden Parish Council
No observations: SPEEN STORES

2 storey side extension and inser-

tion of rear dormer at Havendale, R e e g e e
Speen Road, North Dean.

Link to existing outbuilding at Op enlng HOUI'S -
Sportsmans Corner, Speen Road,

Gl Monday to Friday:  6:45am to 7:00pm
Insertion of rooflights in connec- Saturday : 8:00am to 5:00pm
tion with loft conversion at Sunday : 9:00am to 1:00pm

Cherry Orchard House, Speen

Road, North Dean P O St O fﬁCG :

Observations: Tuesday & Thursday : 8.30am to 5:30pm
Erection of platform lift to side of Saturday : 9:00am to 1:00pm
property to facilitate wheelchair

access from ground level to bal- N e e e s
cony (house entrance level) at

Depedene, Speen Road, North Groceries, wines & spirits, fresh fruit &
Dean. Council observation: No vegetables, delicatessen, newspapers and
objection provided complies with

Green Belt and AONB regula- MUCH MOYE c.iviiisianvesnsvavissssnsinausun it
tions.

Delicious bread, french sticks, croissants,
cakes, pain au chocolat, pasties, pies ete.
baked daily on the premises. Orders taken 7
days a week.

Recommended for refusal:

Change of use of adjoining agri-
cultural land to residential garden
at Jasmine, Speen Road, North
Dean, due to contravention of

Policy C5. Telephone: 01494 488258
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Speen WI News Report

This report has to start with a big
thank you to all who supported the carols
at the Christmas Tree in December - does-
n’t that seem a long time ago? The collec-
tion and refreshments raised a grand total
of £160 which has been sent to the Stroke
Rehabilitation Unit at Amersham Hospital,
where it is being used to purchase some
essential equipment needed to help the
care of patients.

Since the start of 2004, we have en-
joyed an evening discovering the basic use
of graphology as a guide to character and
a slide show given by David King about
Speen. This latter was using the material
so painstakingly collected by Bob Johnson
and all felt that he had left a lasting legacy
to the Village.

As usual our May meeting will be a
discussion of the resolutions for the AGM
in June. The topics to be debated are ways
of dealing with people-trafficking, especially
of women and children, the ever present
issue of GM crops and food, and the
means by which the Air Ambulance Service
is funded. It should be an interesting
agenda and if you are interested in any of
these issues'do come along and take part.

Also in May we are organising a Sat-
urday Morning Ramble followed by a
ploughman’s based lunch in the Village
Hall. This starts from the Village Hall at
10.00am on May 15™ and must be pre-
booked with our secretary.

The speakers are already booked for
June and July and if you fancy a spot of
Yoga or finding out about the impact of the
good old British Weather, check the dates
in the What's On pages.

Our members have visited the Orchid

;.....;;”;;:;;d;;[:.....;
E Satunday May 15* é
= Leave Village Fall az 10.00am
g Cosz L6 to include luncl E
E Book at: E
: 458529 :

NEHEEEEEE SRR EEEREEEEEDEBE B
Festival at Kew and been on a tour of the

Science Museum followed by a Thames
River Trip. We are now planning to go to
one of the organised garden tours at
Hughenden Manor later in the summer.
Remember that we always welcome
visitors to any of our meetings and if the
thought of walking into a room full of WI
ladies is too intimidating to contemplate,
give us a call and we will come and meet
with you beforehand. v
Jean Morris

JANE CLAYTON, pip. occD
GARDEN & LANDSCAPE DESIGN

Professional help in making the most
of your garden

please telephone 01844 346528
or e-mail iane@clayton.claranet

from a brief consultation to full design service

For more information or to book an appointment
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Wildlife Watch by Peter Symonds

I must start this report with a correction to
my previous Wildlife Watch. I had received
reports of a Parakeet visiting gardens in
Cherrytree Close, Speen, and had assumed
that it was a Rose-ringed Parakeet. This is a
naturalized species that lives wild in South
London and has more recently moved
westwards along the Thames. It can now be
seen and heard in Marlow and Maidenhead
and T assumed the reported bird was possibly
the first of these birds to reach Speen.

However, Lesley Marchant from
Grubbins Lane has reported that the Parakeet
was a "Rosella", which I believe is an
Australian species. This bird, which must
have been an escapee, was noted in her
garden daily for three weeks in late August
visiting the bird table, apple trees and the
Yew trees. Whilst not frightened of humans it
would not permit approach within 10 feet.

The winter period has been
disappointing in that relatively few
interesting species have been noted. The
mild weather conditions have meant that
wildlife has not been driven into our gardens
to the normal degree. While the bird table
has been quite busy the visitors have been
the regular Tits, Finches, Robins and
Collared Doves. Siskins are present in the
local woods but have yet to descend on
garden feeders in significant numbers. I am
not aware of any Crossbills or Bramblings in
the village although they are probably
present in the woods.

Large flocks of various birds have built
up over the winter period on the fields
between North Dean and Speen. Up to 200
Black-headed Gulls, 100-150 Crows and
about 50 Jackdaws have been noted on the
high pastures along with small flocks of
Wood Pigeons.

In the garden we have at least three
Wrens sheltering together in a small roosting
pouch hanging under the rear canopy of our

P

13

house. On the more Spring-like days Blue
Tits and Great Tits have been noted checking
out nest boxes and Robins are already paired
up and defending territories.

Interesting animal sightings include a
definite record of two Roe Deer to the north
of Speen, Hares towards Lacey Green and
several day time sightings of Foxes around
the village as they search for mates and
territories.

The mild weather in early February
encouraged Frogs to start migrating to their
breeding ponds but the subsequent colder
spell has as yet (late February) discouraged
them from spawning.

Please let me know of any interesting
sightings during the Spring

Peter Symonds (tel 488016)

Aty
T %
o =
g’#i__ff TREATS 1l
- 5-7 Duke Street FOpmeDY
BRIO. Princes Risborough

Bucks. HP27 0AT m
Crayola  Tel: 01844 344354 MECCANS
Fax: 01844 274540
50 A
TREATS I

the greatest selection
of toys in the area!

Scientific & Educational
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For properties in

Sneen

Estate Agents
Valuers
Surveyors

Independent Financial Advisors

Tel:01494 521234 - Fax: 01494 511133 - 1 Crendon Street, High Wycombe, Bucks HP13 6LE
www.stuartnewmans.com email:homes@stuartnewmans.com
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HAMPDEN ROW BROADBAND CAMPAIGN UPDATE - GOOD NEWS!

BT set a Trigger Level of 150 on the 17th Novem-
ber 2003 at a time when there were 175 pre-
registrations. We had hoped that this would mean
that the Hampden Row telephone exchange would
be enabled for ADSL broadband within the usual 10
to 12 weeks from that date. On the 24th December
BT then announced that significant work would be
required to the Hampden Row exchange before the
enabling work could be completed and that the
Ready For Service (RFS) date would be delayed by
more than five months. In January our Member of
Parliament, David Lidington, wrote to the Chairman
& Chief Executive of BT and had meetings with sen-
ior executives who then set a provisional RFS date
of the 30th June 2004. BT now state that new duct-
ing needs to be prepared and that cables are re-
quired between Amersham and Great Missenden

before the Hampden Row exchange can be enabled
and it is hoped that this work can be completed in
time to bring the 30th June RFS date forward. We
are now waiting for a definite date from BT following
which negotiations will be resumed with Internet
Service Providers to see if we can negotiate a more
favourable arrangement for the provision of ADSL
broadband by acting as a community rather than
individuals.

If you would like to be kept informed of progress
then please join the 110 strong and growing Cam-
paign Supporters by registering your details with
hampdenrowbroadband @uk-walker.com

Michael Walker
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° DAN RIDGLEY’S FIELD .
[ ] .
®
:When Ridgley died he left his 2-acre field at the junction of Studridge Lane @
¢ 20d Moses Plat Lane to the village. His executors have offered the field to the ®
o Playing Field trustees to own and manage on behalf of the village. A condition of ®
o the will is that the field “is used exclusively for a children’s play area.... and not ®
e for adult sports.... and also that the same is never built upon”. :
®

® The Playing Field committee has agreed in principle that the offer should be ac-:
: cepted but has concerns about a) realistic uses for the field if respecting the condi- @

o tion limiting the use exclusively for children and b) the additional effort and/or @
® cost of maintaining this field and its hedges, gates, trees, etc as well as the present:

e Playing Field.
®

T ; ; ®
® ]t was agreed to invite suggestions from villagers. What could Dan’s field be g
used for, within the stated conditions, which is not (or could not be) provided ¢

:on the present Playing Field? Is there money to set up and support the sug-e

o Zested use?

@ Your suggestions are welcome. Please contact:

The Secretary by email: jennifer.cowan@btinternet.com

John Holmes (HW 488420)
...... or use the suggestion box in Speen Stores

®

®

®

® ®

® e

° Committee members: Keith Jones (HW 488038) ®

. »
[ ]

) &
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THE CARAGLE u—wﬁ
COMES TO YOU /l

3
;‘ Al ncens withis 38 miles of High roembe

FUEL INJECTION
ELECTRONIC IGNITION

Cali
Bol Wheeler

=2

01 4914 5364090
07836 673441

I am now based in NORTH DEAN and am probably one of the best equipped MOBILE
services in existence. 30 years service to the surrounding area has given me a wealth of
knowledge and keeps me abreast of all technological advances. I have up to date diag-
nostic and tuning equipment to cope with almost all cars and light commercial vehicles.
Another benefit is, | COME to YOU, so you don't need to leave home for your servicing
or repairs. No other garage is closer to you. If you wish, your car can be serviced or re-
paired at another Location, e.g.. - at work (if your employer is agreeable).
I offer a Personal, Friendly and Competent service to the highest
standards.
Why not call today and book your next service?
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High Wycombe Rotaract

At last year’s Speen Village Fete
sales of programmes on the day achieved a
record level, assisted by young people
from Rotaract who were manning the en-
trances to the Playing Field.

Rotaract is an opportunity to have
fun on a regular basis with a group of out-
going people. It is the chance to make new
friends, many of who will last for life.

Rotaract also helps young people | [
to develop themselves by getting involved
in activities they would not normally un-
dertake.

In the last 3 years the Rotaract
club of High Wycombe has donated
£10,000 to chariti®s, which has been raised

from a variety of entertaining and fun
events. These events range from organising
social events, (Burns Supper, Speed Dating,
Quiz Nights, Caribbean Party), running the bar
at evening functions (Youth Speaks) to the tra-
ditional charity tin shakes and other sponsored
events (Parachuting, Pedal Push, Abseiling).
The club, for people aged 18 to 30, has
weekly social events (pubs, bowling, cinema,
theatre, rugby, football), active events (walks,
rounders, unihockey, tree planting, pond clear-
ing, ice skating) in addition to other special

Rotaract helping with refurbishment of the Thames Vai-
ley Adventure Playground for handicapped children

events and functions.

The club members also get involved in
community projects with local voluntary groups
(car parking for Round Table Fireworks Night,
scrub clearing with Hicks Farm Wood group,
Programme selling/marshalling at Speen Vil-
lage Fete, step building with National Trust
Conservation Volunteers. Rotaract’s biggest

special event is a charity

FOR... Internal and external alterations

ALSO...Kitchen units fitted, hathroom suites, showers, etc.

Wall and floor tiling, decorating.
Electrical work, patios, porches

Seiaff RRaER RIS T NS

AND... All general building work

Telephone 01494 562954 or 07958 984363

Richard Ferguson

Burns Supper, held in
January, when the club
plans and prepares the 5-
course meal for

BUILDER B
guests before joining in
with the entertainment of
a traditional Scottish

Established 30 years | Ceilidh until the early

hours. This is a big fund
raising event, which this
year raised over £1,600

for local charities.
For further details

)
either contact Adam on

07971 672790 or visit
their website:
www.rotaract.org.uk/
highwycombe

Jon Critoph
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Monkey Dbusiness in Speen

As he was about to board ship on leav-
ing Panama in 1931, my father had a Capu-
chin monkey jump onto his shoulder. Its
owner seemed far from kind and it wanted to
stay with Dad, so he bought it and brought it
back home to The White House of Speen.
Sadly this did not prove a success; despite
warm quarters in a heated office annexe ad-
joining the house, the monkey suffered from
cold and damp. It did not become trusting,
and at one time or another it bit us all. From
time to time it escaped, climbing the tallest
and most awkward trees.

On one occasion we heard tapping in
the garden for a long time; investigation re-
vealed the monkey carefully breaking the
last of the greenhouse windows with a stone.

A highlight of its escapology was a night

spent in Monkton Wood. Seeing a light in
the Cottage Farm window the monkey
tapped at the window and pressed his face
against it - the occupant, a lady alone in the
house at the time, had quite a surprise.

In an attempt to make the monkey’s
life happier another (green and white) was
introduced, but they did not get on. The
Capuchin became very ill with rheumatism
and had to be put to sleep. The other monkey
did not take to a Belgian hare(?) suggested
as a companion, and after one horrified look
they departed to far corners of their enclo-
sure, there to remain. Thereafter we reverted
to budgerigars, cats and dogs as resident
house animals, with poultry and Shetland
ponies as field residents.

Francis Caldwell

Speen Shop Charities
- ideas needed please!

Those of you who have lived in Speen
for some time will be aware that the village
shop was built with investment from both
Buckinghamshire Housing Association and
the National Lottery. Not only is Speen the
furthest point from the sea in England, and
the highest village in the Chilterns, it is one
of very few villages in recent time to have
regained its shop. I'm sure you will all agree
that Peter and Sandra are doing a great job,
so let’s all keep supporting it!

As part of the agreement, rental income
received by the BHA from the shop is made
available to the societies and institutions of
the village for investment in facilities, pro-
jects and events that benefit the local com-
munity. The Speen Shop Charities Commit-
tee meets quarterly to review and approve
applications, and is chaired by the Reverend
Andy Gower. The other committee members
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are Judi Booth, Tim Crossley, Peter King,
Jill Rogerson, Don White and Rosemary
Pickworth of the BHA.

Recent examples of supported projects
include the replastering and redecoration of
part of the Speen Village hall, provision of a
playground train for Speen School, stage
hire for the Speen Festival, and new table
trestles for the Horticultural Society.

As of the time of going to press, there is
just under £2,500 available for investment,
and the deadline for new applications for the
next committee meeting is May 31 2004.
Application forms are available in Speen
Shop or from Peter King (488189).

So get your thinking caps on and help
us to further improve the facilities and qual-
ity of life in Speen!

Tim Crossley
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{0 Come and spend an afternoon wandering round the hidden gardens of Speen. Sie
0 These are the gardens of private houses which are being opened for just one .

7

% special day only, raising funds for essential modernisation of the facilities at ¢

;E; the Parish Church, St John’s, in Lacey Green. ;E.
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CHRISTINE LANGLEY (D.O. Hons)

(Provider for B.U.P.A., P.P.P. and all major health insurers)

74
7N

NOT JUST BACKS, NOT JustT ADULTS!

OSTEOPATH & CRANIAL OSTEOPATHY

Effective treatment for all muscular and joint problems, nerve pain,
headaches, sports injuties and general physial discomfort.
Also distressed babies, birth trauma, colic, constipation, asthma,
unexplained pains and children with general development difficulties.

For appointments and further information
Tel: 01844-275590

Clinics cutrently in Stokenchurch and Princes Risborough
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Dairy Ice Cream%

Come to the farm and view

“our range of delicious
farmhouse products
You will be amazed

at the selection.

available from
Beechdean Dairies,

Old House Farm, North Dean.
Open normal office hours
Monday to Friday

Tel : 01494 563980
www.beechdean.co.uk
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Lacey Green Community Plan
(including Speen)

Mike Walker has done an absolutely
splendid job in persuading BT to agree to pro-
vide Broadband in Speen. We will really be-
lieve it when it actually happens, but it is cer-
tainly encouraging to know that the first few
hurdles have been cleared. Mike has provided
details elsewhere in the magazine (see page
15).

Nearly 40 residents of the parish attended
the Community Plan public meeting at St.
Johns school on 14 November, which was ad-
dressed by Gillian Simpson (Wycombe Com-
munity Safety Manager), Sgt.Philip Rudd and
PC Adam Polkey from the Risborough police
station. At least eleven Speen residents were
present and contributed to the discussion.

The Community Safety Group acts as ci-
vilian supporters of the police and is concerned
with the reduction of crime and disorder. Few
of those present realised that such a group ex-
isted. We are hoping to obtain a handout from
the group to include in a future issue of the
magazine.

Our police colleagues gave some statistics
which revealed just how much of a workload is
created by ihe behaviour of the lawbreakers
within the community. The parish of Lacey
Green is fortunately relatively crime free.
However, the spate of burglaries that triggered
the recent formation of a residents action group
based in Loosley Row appear to be the result of
one individual’s handiwork, and the said indi-

vidual has now been removed from the scene.

The police themselves seem to be as frus-
trated as the general public at the problems as-
sociated with crime and antisocial behaviour,
and the difficulties in effecting improvements.
The judicial system itself appears to have faults
that contribute to the problem requiring govern-
ment action for their solution. Perhaps your
vote at the next election might do the trick!

We are looking at the possibility of a call
in local police ‘surgery’ in the village, and an-
other meeting at which we would try to have a
representatives of the judicial process and those
that are responsible for creating it: perhaps a
judge, a magistrate, a member of the govern-
ment and a senior civil servant from the Home
Office.

Over in Lacey Green itself, we have had a
minor victory in that Post Office Ltd. have
agreed to the re-instatement of the post office,
on a part-time basis. We still have to get it up
and running, of course, but it’s nice to know
that you can win sometimes!

We still need extra pairs of hands to help
develop the Community Plan. If you are re-
motely interested in seeing improvements in the
village, please get in touch and we can discuss
how you might be able to contribute. Call Paul
Rogerson (01494 488315) or me (01844
344975).

Tony Molesworth

mmm

Quality bespoke websxt&s for a wxde range of businesses

Visit wwwm?ck;thi}mas‘cg.uk on the Web to find out more...

Hedgerows, Studridge Lane
Speen
Princes Risborough HP27 454

Tel 01494 488665
Fax 0870 1623908
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Reh!e Fnend / Sewlce

Emergency Spares and Repairs
Drains, | eaks, Loos, Taps :

Water Softeners Tanks
RePlumbmg, Bathrooms, Kltchens

, Problems,,investigated, alternative
solutions proposed and the best fit to
your requirements carried out -

' BosedinUpper North Dean

PaU\ S Plumb: g
07786 175123 =

R e

Local To Nophm Walters Ash
Lacey Green, Speen, Prestwood,
Hughenden, North Dean

No Daytime Ccll out Fee
-~ Free Estimates

POUl Newman Ltd. 01494 565573
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News from Speen Baptist Church

Andy writes:
Arriving back on Saturday evening from tempera-
tures of 35°C in Hyderabad, to Sunday morning
snow was a bit of a shock, as was realising that the
deadline for S&ND News was imminent! (Lafest
news of the Agape School project is in the article by
James Entwisle and Moira McLure.)

This Christmas was the [
second time that we [w3R
have put on ‘Kids’
Karols’ and it was an- |
other fun filled event. |
Word had clearly got
around since last year
and more children, par-
ents and grand-parents
came to celebrateJesus’ |
birth. ‘
The church young mu-| <
sicians had put together |
a set of contemporary
and traditional carols in a way that fairly zinged
along. Add in actions and even what looked like a
spot of line dancing and you had the ingredients for
a joyous celebration. The parents were so responsive
during the interactive story that at one point a chorus
of ‘He’s behind you’ would not have seemed out of
place!

By way of contrast Car- o\‘s
ols by Candlelight took a
much more traditional
form. The church was gn
packed as the organ and ¢
classical instruments ac-
companied wus through
seven lessons and carols.
No origami this year; instead we made friendship
bracelets for each other to illustrate God’s offer of
reconciliation in Jesus Christ. The offering in aid of
Ian Rennie Nurses Wycombe Team raised £340 — a
big “THANK YOU?’ to all who contributed. Many in
our community have been greatly helped at times of
deepest need by the services provided by the Ian
Rennie teams, and we are indebted to them more
than words can express.

The Men’s Breakfast in De-
cember with musician and
entertainer Graham Hep-
burn was a hoot as Graham '

recounted his story with a fine blend of music and
humour. Many of us had not laughed so much and
so long for a while. A very therapeutic morning!
Graham has agreed to return and share his story with
the Ladies Breakfast in February 2005.

The ladies at the Ladies’ Breakfast in November
were treated to a travelogue including fantastic
slides by photographer and graphic artist Tracey
Elliot-Reep. She recounted her adventures in faith
of travelling the length of North and South Islands
of New Zealand by horse back, and of doing the
same in Britain in aid of Riding for the Disabled
during last summer. Tracey’s zeal for life is infec-
tious and if the book of the British journey is only
half as spectacular as the one of New Zealand it will
be a must — both for the coffee table and for bedtime
reading.

February’s Ladies’ Breakfast brought a very dif-
ferent perspective on life as Caroline Philps shared
a most moving story about caring for her Downs
Syndrome daughter. Her message was very clear —
“each child is special and important regardless of
what value society puts on them”, and believing in a
good God does not save us from life’s difficulties;
rather we are sustained and strengthened in them.

Happening during the Spring:
Saturday 20™ March: Men’s Breakfast - ‘A Business
Man’s Story’ with Geoff Knott.
Good Friday 9% April: 10:00am - A simple Passover
meal and ramble; 7:00pm - Worship led by young people.
Easter Sunday: 10:30am Celebration
Sunday 17" April: Easter ‘Top Ten’ Songs of Praise
& Tea for Senior & Retired Citizens
Saturday 15™ May: Ladies’ Breakfast — ‘A Story of
Hope’ with Emmy Wilson

Summary of Weekly Church Activities
Sundays: 10:30am Worship for all ages incl.Creche,
Sunday School for 3’s-12’s and Teens
discussion group.
12:00 Fair Trade Stall in church hall (2™
Sunday in month).
6:00pm Music rehearsal

Mon: Meetings for Prayer at various homes
8:00pm Evening Home Group at 5 Abbots-
wood
6:00pm Alpha in the Work Place

Weds:  10:00-11:45am Daytime Home Group —

Chinysnook, North Dean

10:00-11:30am “Time Out” — the Book Club,
6:30pm Youth Alpha Course

8:00pm Post-Alpha Course at White Cottage,
Idle Corner, Lacey Green
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India Revisited

It was a revitalised team that left Gatwick
this year bound for Hyderabad. The regulars,
Andy Gower and James Entwisle, were supple-
mented by the excited newcomers Moira
McLure from North Dean and Edward Ibber-
son from the distant city of Leicester. As if the
two newcomers weren’t enough we were also
joined for the first time by a furry friend from
Speen School called Barnaby along with most
of one person’s baggage allowance worth of
books donated to Agape School by the children
of Speen School (pictured on the front page).

Barnaby travelled well and didn’t mind it
being 34 degrees centigrade. The rest of us
were reeling at the hectic programme of events
that we were catapulted into as soon as we
landed. We managed between us to conduct
seven days of teaching at the Bible school,
three Sunday church services (we were only
there for one Sunday!), two days of teaching to
90 women on healthcare issues, three days of
seminars to sixty church members, one pastors’
meeting for 60 pastors, 12 home group meet-
ings, four weekday church services and several
visits to Agape School. Not only that but be-
tween us we also managed to eat around 100
curries.

Agape School goes from strength to
strength. There are now 150 children there and
the aim is to raise this to 200 at the start of the
new academic year in May. This is made pos-
sible by the second storey of classrooms
(pictured opposite) that were officially opened
whilst we were there. We have agreed to sup-
port meals now as funds have come in to do
this. It has turned out to be essential to provide
lunches as without them the children need to
go out to work in order to earn enough to eat.
We are also supplementing their diet with a
banana for breakfast when they arrive at
school. Barnaby did his bit by demonstrating
how to eat bananas hygienically to the kinder-
garten class. The children were absolutely de-
lighted with the books and send a big thank
you to Speen School.

The community living around Agape is
very poor. Sanitation and hygiene is basic with
homes not having running water or latrines.
Illness due to poverty and poor sanitation is
rife. What shocked us more than anything was
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the lack of understanding about public health
and how to prevent illness. Our week was spent
sharing basic health messages with the children
in the School and with women in the commu-
nity.

We led discussions around hand washing
and the use of soap (all children at the school
were given a bar of soap- they were very
happy!). Diarrhoea and the dangers of dehydra-
tion were also discussed. With the help of Ba-
rmaby bear all the children in the school now
know how to prepare a cup of rehydration
sugar/salt water. We also focused on eating a
balanced diet. The normal diet is rice and lentil
or meat curry made with spices. The under-
standing about the need for vitamins was lim-
ited and vegetables and fruit are not widely
eaten. The ladies of the community were really
shocked that in the UK we try to eat 5 pieces of
fruit and vegetables a day!!

Although this was an initial health assess-
ment visit the community responded with great
interest. Our aim is to raise awareness and edu-
cation in the community about how they can
help improve their health situation.

As well as the school and the healthcare
initiative we have discussed various future de-
velopments. Last year we sent money to ac-
quire a new site for the construction of a
church, bible school and pastor’s house. We
now need funds to build on it! We hope in due
course to acquire a two acre site further out of
Hyderabad where a large campus with church,
school, orphanage, clinic, widow’s refuge etc.
can be built. These sorts of facilities are tar-
geted at the poorest people who typically earn
a few pence a day (the wealthiest families of
children in Agape School bring in £2 per day).
The need is immense. The easy response is to
be overwhelmed by it and walk away, but we
see a transformed community where Agape
School has been built and want to see more
miracles like this. If you would like to know
more about Agape Alive In India, the charity
through which our efforts and funds are now
channelled, please contact Andy, Moira or
James.

Moira McLure, Andy Gower and
James Entwisle
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OLD PLOW BISTRO AND RESTAURANT AT SPEEN
SPRING PRIX FIXE MENU

STARTERS

Potted kipper mousse, wine poached sultanas, gooseberry chutnev
Or
Home made Suffolk duck liver terrine with whole fig chutney
Or
Carpaccio of courgettes and radicchio with shaved Parniesan
; Or
Tuscan Winter vegetable soup

MAIN COURSES

Grilled Cornish lambs’ kidneys. mustard sauce. braised red cabbage,
graiin potatoes and celeriac
Or
Corn-fed chicken olive. Catalan stvle. grilled polenia. red wine sauce
Or
Hand made Cotswold sausages. linguini pasta. salsa pomodoro
Lr
Linguini pasta. wild mushrooms. broad beans, rocket and salsa verde
Or |
Grilled Devon mackerelfillet. Goanese currv sauce. steamed Basmati
rice, onion sambal

£9.95 for 2 courses

Available in the bistro
Tuesday to Fridav lunch and dinner and Sunday lunch roo

This special menu can be requested when making a booking. Dishes on this menu are

non-transterable and are subject to availability. The Old Plow Bistro and Restaurant.

Flowers Bottom. Speen. For reservations telephone 01494 488300. Chef patron and
restaurateur Malcolm and Olivia Cowan.
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North Dean Village Hall Report

North Dean Village Hall
AGM 5™ April 2004

Please come and support your village
centre. Tell us what you would like to
see happening in your village

Another year has passed so quickly that
it seems no time at all since I wrote last
year’s spring report. Our AGM will be
held on 5th April 2004 and I would like to
remind all North Dean residents that they
are welcome to attend. We need to know
what you require from your village hall. I
know that I have said it before but we
would still welcome ideas from you as to
what activities you would like to see in the
village.

Many improvements have been made to
the hall and its outbuildings. Redecora-
tions have been made to parts of the main
hall and the kitchen, together with new hot
water supplies, so that it is easier to cater
for bookings. The main items of expendi-
ture have been the repair and redecoration
of the outside of the hall and the storeroom,
together with the replacement of the garage
door, the hot water boiler and the storeroom
door and windows. We have also had to
repair some damage to the hall floor caused
by wear and tear from hirings. The upkeep
of the building and its grounds is an ongo-
ing process and this, as always, requires fi-
nancing. The increase in the hall lettings
have helped a lot as have the donations by
‘Gift Aid’. The ongoing process of the up-
keep of the Hall and the Grounds is still a
problem. The onus is still falling on the
dwindling numbers of our tired and ageing
committee members.

The new sub committee system is work-
ing well but a lot of it still relies on the ‘Old

Faithfuls’ putting in more than their fair
share of spare time. I have so far refrained
from saying this, but I feel that the time has
come to be blunt about how near we are to
closure. If some new people don’t soon
come forward to help in the running of
things and to breathe some new life into our
Village Centre I fear that, in the not to dis-
tant future, there won’t be enough people to
carry on with the running of the hall or its
grounds. That would be a sad day indeed.

As Chairman, I will be standing down
this year and hope that someone suitable
will take over the reins. It has been an in-
teresting couple of years but I need to spend
more time with my own interests, although
I still hope to support events. Our present
secretary Janet Wheeler has said that she is
willing to take over the chairmanship and if

elected will, as far as I know, be the first
‘Madam Chairman’ the hall has had.

has also had more experience than me in
this field. I wish her well and hope the
election goes well - ‘Move over Maggie
Thatcher, the other Iron Lady wants to take
over’. This of course leaves us with a bit
of a dilemma because we will now require a
new secretary. Any offers? Ah well, C’est
La Vie.

Tanet
Janet

I cannot finish without thanking all the
people on the committees, and their helpers,
for such sterling dedication over this last
successful year. They have supported me
all the time and made what could have been
a painful transition to new systems, a
smooth and practically trouble free experi-
ence. Thank you one and all.

Bob Wheeler
Chairman NDVH
Main Committee
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NEWS FROM ST JOHN'S PARISH CHURCH

The past months since the last edition of the Speen and
North Dean News have seen a large number of activities
taking place in and around St John's Church. As space is
limited, what follows is a brief résumé of parish activi-
ties:

e During the weekend 25"/26™ October 2003, some 50
members of the congregation joined together for a
short period of spiritual renewal, fellowship and to
discuss the way forward for St John’s and its role
within the local community. The Retreat Centre at
Offa House, Nr Warwick, proved to be an ideal loca-
tion and the weekend was a great success.

e On Monday, 3" November 2003, some 30 members
of the parish attended a Wine and Cheese Evening to
launch the 2003/04 Stewardship Campaign at St
John's. During the evening, two short presentations
were given by members of the Stewardship Committee
on the aims and objectives of the campaign and a sum-
mary of the results from the previous year. As ever, the
key goal is to get more individuals giving of their time,
skills and support to the Church in Lacey Green

e On Friday, 7" November 2003, a large crowd of chil-
dren and parents gathered at Collins Farm for the Par-
ish Bonfire and Sparkler Party and to enjoy ‘bangers
and hot-dogs’.

e On Saturday, 8™ November 2003, a Jumble Sale was
held in the School Hall to raise money for the Restora-
tion Fund. Regrettably, this was not as well supported
as previous sales but we are grateful to all who helped
to achieve an overall profit of just over £200.

e The Church was full for the Parish Eucharist and Ser-
vice of Remembrance on Sunday, 10" November
2003. During the service, The Revd Denise Critchell
dedicated a new Memorial to those members of the
Parish who gave their lives in World War 2. Both Me-
morials are now located in the nave of the church un-
der what is called the ‘window of light’. Mr Brian
Panter read the dedication to the fallen and Group Cap-
tain Barry Titchen read their names. Following the 2-
minute silence and playing of the last post and evening
hymn, Squadron Leader Ian Ward laid a wreath

A special word of thanks must go to Mr Gordon Gray
who undertook the work involved in moving the origi-
nal Memorial and erecting both Memorials and a small
shelf (for wreaths and flowers) in their new position.

o Sunday, 25™ November was Stewardship Sunday at St
John's, the culmination of Phase 1 of the St John's
Stewardship Campaign. Members of the Parish re-
dedicated the giving of their time, talents and support
to the Church. Adults and children bought back their
Smartie Tubes full of small change to help towards the
Restoration Fund. At the time of writing some £330
has been generously given.

e On Saturday, 29™ November 2003, a large crowd at-
tended and supported the Parish Victorian Christmas
Fayre. ‘Queen Victoria’ opened the event and was also
on hand to welcome a surprise visit from Father

Christmas!! The grand sum of £1200 was raised to-
wards the Restoration Fund.

e On Sunday, 7" December 2003, a special Evensong of
Advent Carols and Readings was well supported with
around 65 people attending.

e During the final week of the school term, the church
resounded to the sound of young and enthusiastic
voices when pupils and parents from Speen School and
St John's School held their End of Term Christmas
Services at St John's. Additionally, the church was
packed to ‘bursting” when pupils from St John’s enter-
tained their families and friends to the Story of Christ-
mas, including drama and carols. v

e An additional event in the calendar was the Family
Christingle Service held on Sunday, 14" December
2003. This service was very well supported and a gen-
erous collection of around £250 was taken for the Chil-
dren’s Society.

e The Annual Festival of Lessons and Carols for Christ-
mas took place in candlelight on Sunday, 21% Decem-
ber 2003 with the Choir of St John's singing their spe-
cial repertoire of carols and the congregation joining in
the more traditional carols and hymns for Christmas.

e On Christmas Eve, some 224 children and adults at-
tended the Crib Service and blessing of the Crib.
Members of the Junior Church performed the story of
the birth of Christ as they decorated the crib.

e Well over 200 people attended the Midnight and
Christmas Day services at St John's — a small increase
over previous years. As in the past, the collection from
the Eucharist Service will go to a local charity.

Restoration Fund

With the repairs to the roof completed in 2002 and the
new boiler installed in the final quarter of 2003, the mon-
ies held in the Restoration Fund are now just about spent.
The new and larger boiler is working well and the church
building is benefiting from being dry and warm. There
are still a number of repairs that have yet to be done
around the outside brickwork and guttering. Internally,
some of the windows require attention and the church
needs to be rewired. Thus, we continue to raise funds to
support this work and we are so grateful to those of you
who make regular monthly or one-off donations to this
work. For the longer term, work is beginning on looking
at how best to provide toilet facilities, a small kitchen, an
office and a larger meeting room (for Junior Church efc).
As the church continues to grow in Lacey Green, it is
important that we can provide those facilities that we all
take for granted in other public places. With your contin-
ued help and support an extension will be built at some
time in the future.

Further news on fundraising activities will be published
in the next issue of Hallmark. Please support your Parish
Church in whatever way that you can.

Barry Titchen, Deputy Church Warden
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Regular Services

The times and format of weekly services at St John's has changed very slightly and are listed be-
low for reference:

Sundays \
8.00am Holy Communion (1662) 1%, 2 & 4™ Sunday
10.00am All Age Family Eucharist 1** Sunday of the month
10.00am Parish Eucharist Other Sundays of the month
11.30am Family Worship 3" Sunday of the month
6.00pm Choral Evensong 1* Sunday of the month

& Festivals
Tuesdays
9.30am Communion Service in the Lady Chapel at St John's
2.00pm Pram Service - each Tuesday afternoon during term time

Wednesdays Group Communion Service at St Mary's Church, Princes Risborough

Feast and special day services — see Parish Magazine.
Full details of all services, articles and detailed information about St John's is published in the Parish Maga-
zine — Viewpoint — which is published monthly.
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For those readers who may have observed with some concern the disappearance of the
hedges by the Scout Hut at the bottom of Chapel Hill, but have not had time to stop andl
read the notices affixed there, fear not! The plan is simply to regenerate fresh and more
vigorous growth so that the result will be a stronger and healthier hedge than before.l
Watch that space.
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Mark
Wengler

Project
Management

lel‘ Design Service
I@EP@ Extensions & New Build
M@ @g@ NNE E@@ Specialist Refurbishment

Wayside Cottage
Hampden Road
Speen

Princes Risborough
Bucks. HP27 ORU,

Telelphone: 01 494 488025

= Mark
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Main Road, Lacey een,Bucks HP27 0QU
Tel: 01844 343113 + Fax: 01844 344520

THE PARTY SEASON IS COMING!

Do you need Disco Lighting?
A Sound System?Z Or Both?
Look no further... We ecan help!?

Make it a night fo remember?

... 10 make your party go with a swing ...
We sell & hire Party Lights Sound Systems & Special Effects
Karaoke hire packs for all the budding singers amongst you.

Hire prices and full details are all on our website or just call in the Shop.

www.entertainment-house.com

Don’t forget our Karaoke Disc making service, Just click:

¥

R e
proburnkara

*~Custom Karaoke CD+G DI

We can also supply a full Disco with professional compere/DJ for any
\Event, be it a Wedding, Birthday Party or Corporate Social Function.
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“Oh snow, which sinks so light...”

Snatches of songs, sung years ago, can
linger in the mind for hours. Recently, a few
flurries of snow swirling down from an
overcast sky prompted memories of singing in
the school choir and of what it was like further
north in the Staffordshire of my childhood
when snow was mnot just a passing
inconvenience. Country lanes could be blocked
for days, schools closed, essential supplies
delayed, sheep buried under drifts, pipes frozen
- it was an anxious time.

The song continues: “Brown earth is hid
from sight.” The enchanting perfection of
white fields starkly contrasted with dark
buildings and bare, austere trees under an icy
blue sky is a favourite theme for Christmas
cards.

But it was bitterly cold! As small girls,
my sister Cynthia and I, wakening early
because the snow outside the bungalow
reflected the light on our ceiling, marvelled at
the frost flowers on the window-panes, but
hesitated to leave our warm beds until the last
moment. We had no central heating or double
glazing.

Later, bundled into our warmest clothes
and wearing Wellingtons, we could hardly wait
to join the other children outside. But, too soon,
the boys would start snowball fights which
always ended in acrimony and tears and we
would retreat indoors with sodden gloves, wet
coats and snow in our boots. Then - what bliss
to change and sip warm drinks by the living—
room fire — even though holding our hands over
the guard gave us the “hot aches”.

As we grew older and tougher, we
acquired sledges and ventured further a field
with our friends, tobogganing down a part of
the bassilows*, a mile or so from home.

We discovered a disused canal which
went across open country for two miles or so,
from the old Brymbo colliery to Apedale, and
which invariably froze over. Some winters we
could slide on the ice from end to end of the

canal, taking risks which may well have
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alarmed our parents. That was so exhilarating!
Once the ice at one point was almost as
transparent as glass and we could clearly see
the waterweeds growing underneath it.
But then, in the song, the scene changes:

“Oh snow, thou’rt white no more
Thy sparkling too is o’er”

I remember the sad soiling and shrinking
of the lovely stuff beside the roads and in
gardens and fields as the ever- present sootiness
of the atmosphere gradually prevailed over it.

Finally —

“The snow must melt

Must melt, must go

Fast, fast,

Fast, fast!

As water flow”

A change of wind direction, a rise in the
temperature. Icicles might start to drip. Then
perhaps a shower of rain and we might be ankle
deep in grey slush. There was the sound of
running water everywhere and the risk of being
caught in small avalanches as melting snow fell
from the roofs, or of slipping on icy patches on
pavements. "

Then clear skies, more warmth in the air
and spring was on its way.

*Bassilows: waste tips from coal mines
Leonora Cottrell

SR Farm Contract Services

HEDGE CUTTING —FENCING
GROUND EXCAVATION WORK
PARDOCKS AND. LAWNS MOWN
GENERAL GARDSN MAINTENANCE
1065 3::*9&1{0

Tel. Steve Rogers—01494 562041
Boau Wista, Nosth Bean, High Wycombe HP14 4NH
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SPEEN BUSINESS WINS
AWARD

Jude Awdry’s Speen-based Woodside Secretar-
ial Services gained some extra kudos recently
when the firm was proclaimed winner of the
2003 International Newsletter award by ASIS, a
worldwide association of security companies.
ASIS has about 33,000 members worldwide,
formed into over 200 chapters, the majority of
which publish newsletters. Woodside produces
the newsletter for the UK chapter and was cho-
sen for the award from an extensive field of po-
tential winners. Congratulations to Jude and
her colleagues (see picture on front cover).

North Dean Charity
Lunches

North Dean continues to hold its regular
lunches in aid of selected charities and Village
Hall funds. Last November, the occasion raised
money for the St John’s Sitting Service, which
is unique to Buckinghamshire and provides
trained “sitters” to care for elderly or sick per-
sons so that the regular carer can have time off.
After the meal, the lunch guests were given a
talk by a speaker from the charity. (See picture
on front cover).

It’s fun raising funds with
the Pub Quiz

The fortnightly quiz in the King William
IV continues to be a popular night out every
other Thursday night. Entry is by a donation of
only £1, and yet Geoff and Claire Smith, who
run the evenings, have managed to raise over
£1000 for Speen Supporters Group since the
quiz started in February 2002. SSG donates
money to five local hospices.

It was standing room only for late arrivals
at the SSG Christmas Quiz! Some 60 regulars,
friends and supporters from Speen, North Dean
and Bryants Bottom turned out on the last
Thursday before Christmas to join in the fun at
the second themed SSG Christmas Quiz. (See
picture on front cover). Festive hats and cos-
tumes were encouraged with prizes awarded for
the most outrageous and most adventurous. A
raffle, a name-the-bear competition and a con-
tribution from mine hosts Mike & Zena saw the
fund target for the evening easily reached and
surpassed. Quiz winners on the evening were
the “Silent Knights”, closely followed by “Jose
Carreras”, but the real winners were the 5 local
hospice movements that benefit from the SSG’s
ongoing fund raising effort.

The SSG Pub Quiz, which is open to eve-
ryone, takes place

Wedding Parties FPetes

The village of Speen has bought a large marquee, primarily for use by village organisations, which is
available for general hire. Any income raised will be used to support village events and charities.

The Speen Millennium Marquee is an attractive, modern, traditional marquee made of the latest fire
retardant fabric, The fabric is white and therefore light and airy inside. A lining is usually not necessary.
The walls are removable to suit all weather conditions. Internal background lighting is available.
Tables, chairs and other fittings appropriate to an event are not supplied with the Marquee.

Specifications:

The Marquee is 60 feet long by 40 feet wide, with an eaves height of 8 feet. The Marguee can be

reduced In size to 40 feet by 40 feet.
Contact Information:

For further information, pricing and availability contact John Holmes:
Telephone: 01494 488420 Email: jholmes@nildram.co.uk _

Discos Open Air Dances Barbegues

every other Thurs-
day at the King
William IV Speen
starting  around
8:30pm. Mike and
Zena offer a spe-
cial “Quiz” supper
menu from
7:00pm.

Spring Quiz dates
are:

March 25"

April 15™

April 29"

May 13"

May 27th
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PARTRIDGE & CO.

Chartered Certified Accountants
Buckinghamshire, HP27 GA

Tel: 01844 343900; Fax 01844'—343933
&mﬁ‘mnu@mndmimxy.muk
Are you fed up dealing with Inltad Revenue Self-Assessment Returns?

W!:y not qm:k to Richard Partridge aad let him provide » Full Tax Returs
Service for you. We have the market leading pmfmiouﬂ Tax Return somam
designed for all types of personal and company tax returns.
As Rﬁgistemd &udstm aad Bminm Advisors, we specidae in providing a
highly personal service to owner-managed companies, trades and personal tax
clients, covering all aspects of business accounting and taxation.

N‘B: We have now movsed to wﬂim ia the Matket Square Princes Risborough.

- e S8 2000 O o 40 0D 9 0 WA AR O W A A 0 A R 00 00

Are you seeking a quiet country location
in a beautiful English hamilet for events
such as those listed below?

NORTH DEAN VILLAGE HALL
IS FORHIRE & ,..‘-n-.-

Wedding Recetiéh‘?

o iicensed for 80 people

« Recently refurbished, it offers the ideal setting """ Baby Shower?
for smaller gatherings ) Chﬁquen s Party?
« Ample car parking ¥ Family celebrations/events?
- Playing Field surrounded by beautiful o BBQY7
countryside and breathtaking views 1 Mestings, etc.?
» Children's playground For more informaticn contact
‘ « Compeiitive rates MEGAN CHINN — 01484 563074

w%f%@é
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April
Ist

4th

5th
17th
19th

6th

12th
15th
15th
20th
22nd
25th

June
3rd
12th
13th
15th
20th
26th

July
Ist
4th
10th
13th

August
Sth
7th

September
2nd
4th
13th
25th

October
7th

12th
16th

November
4th
15th

December
2nd
13th

Birthday Party - The Magic Circle & Magic:
Mr David Bell - WI

Spring Ramble - North Dean Village Hall -
contact 01494 562474

North Dean Village Hall AGM

“Jeffrey Bernard is Unwell” - supper theatre
Lacey Green Parish Council meeting

National AGM Resolutions discussion - W1
Lacey Green Parish Council meeting

Ladies’ Breakfast: “A Story of Hope”
Woodland Ramble and Ploughman’s lunch - WI
Speen & North Dean Golf Day

Saturday Night Quiz

Making the Most of Your Memory:

~ talk and 2 course supper - contact 01494 488101

Introduction to Yoga: Mrs Hilary Roy - WI

Fun Day - Speen Playing Field Assoc.

Open Gardens Day - Speen Horticultural Assoc.
Lacey Green Parish Council meeting

Breakfast on the Hill - contact 01494 562151
Speen School PTA Ball

The Impact of Weather: Mr Jim Dale - WI
North Dean Pig Roast - contact 01494 562151
Speen Village Fete

Lacey Green Parish Council meeting

Gilbert & Sullivan: Mrs A Woodward - W1
North Dean Village Fete

Caribbean Cookery: Mrs Sandra Webb - W]

Ball - Speen Supporters Group

Lacey Green Parish Council meeting

Mystery Car Rally - contact 01494 564180 or 562864

Voluntary work with the RSPCA:
Mrs Burnett - WI

Lacey Green Parish Council meeting
Race Night - contact 01494 564969

WI Annual meeting
Lacey Green Parish Council meeting

A Christmas Celebration - WI
Lacey Green Parish Council meeting

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm

North Dean Village Hall 10.00am
North Dean Village Hall 7.45pm
Speen Village Hall 8.00pm
Speen Village Hall 7.30pm

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
Lacey Green Village Hall 7.30pm
Speen Village Hall 8.30am

Speen Village Hall 10.00am
Weston Turville GC

North Dean Village Hall

Speen Village Hall 7.30 for 8.00pm

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
Speen Playing Field

Speen

Speen Village Hall 7.30pm
North Dean 8.30am

Speen School

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm

North Dean Playing Field 12.00pm
Speen Playing Field 2.00pm
Lacey Green Village Hall 7.30pm

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
North Dean Playing Field 2.00pm

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
Willott’s Farm, Speen
Speen Village Hall 7.30pm
North Dean 5.00pm

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
Lacey Green Village Hall 7.30pm
North Dean Village Hall

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
Speen Village Hall 7.30pm

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
Lacey Green Village Hall 7 30pm
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Speen & North Dean News - editor
Speen & North Dean News - advertising

Speen Baptist Church - Minister

Speen Festival - chairman

Speen Féte - chairman

Speen & North Dean Good Neighbours
Guides

Speen Horticultural Association - secretary
Speen Infants’ School - head

Speen Infants” School PTA

Speen Marquee - hirings

Mother & Toddler Group

Speen Neighbourhood Watch

Speen Playing Field Association - secretary
Speen Pre-School

Speen Residents’ Association

Riding for the Disabled

Speen Singles Group

Speen Supporters’ Group

Speen Stores

Speen Tennis Court - secretary

Speen Village Hall - bookings and secretary

Wycombe District Council
Buckinghamshire County Council

Martin Stockley
Glenn Hart

Andy Gower
Martin Stockley
David King
Christine Oliver
Pauline Hall
Peter Dawson
Mrs Nayna
Louise Wilson
John Holmes
Sandy Mitcheson
John Radford
Jenny Cowan
Janis Hearn
Gordon Hall
Gloria Holmes
Dave Howarth
Christine Oliver
Sandra Clarke
Cherry Seekins
Catherine Butler

North Dean Village Hall — chairman Bob Wheeler
North Dean Village Hall - secretary Jan Wheeler
North Dean Village Hall - bookings secretary Megan Chinn
North Dean Village Hall - buildings/development Eric Cash
North Dean Village Hall - fete committee Dorothy Hazell
North Dean Village Hall - family committee Louise Wilson
North Dean Village Hall - fund-raising & social vacant
North Dean Village Hall - housekeeping Pat Rogers
Speen WI - secretary Barbara Collett
Hughenden Parish Council R F Gould (Chairman)
Lacey Green Parish Council Don White (Chairman)

Roger Craft
Paul Rogerson
Paul Rogerson

Police contact number: 08458 505505

01844 344839

488437
4388343
488315
488315

488101
488528

488758
488101

488409
488372
488222
488321
563750
488420
488875
488679
488546
488440
488331
488420
488578
488409
488258
488355
488412
564090
564090
563074
562969
563534
563750

562041
488348
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Anmversary
www.jnp.co.uk

1994 — 2004

Celebrating 10 years of excellence
in helping you buy and sell your
property in South
Buckinghamshire & The Chilterns



