edible dormouse
one of 65 "arrested”
in the Hampden Gate
loft of Bruce and Jean

Elder (see story)

e celiter widhes to thank Wz and kos Fart and Mz amd s Bleer fow these
lemy thenls also to r Stvart Memmam apcl his celleagumes fer lbringlng
colomr to omr diecakso



Dear géfaf;

Having assisted many times with
the collection of suitable items for
the erstwhile Bran Tub, | know only
toc well how difficult and time
‘consuming gathering articles
together for any fete stall can be.

This year, a good friend of mine
and a visitor to Speen bought five
Tombola tickets and was ‘lucky"
enough to win three prizes - all of
which were edible but well out of
date, the "sell by" date on one jar
being ten months overdue.

| appreciate that fete stalls are
stocked by villagers’ kind and
generous donations, but surely
giving out-of-date foodstuffs is both
dangerous and irresponsible.

Please, donors, take more care in

£ sdr 2emm
UL .

o Banks

&z

JW
et a0
S Editor.

Frankly | am surprised at the
editorial ambivalence regarding
planning issues in Speen.

in 1995 and 1996, the editorial
opinion was against new building in
Speen; the planning applications for
the shop site and the house in
Flowers Bottom Lane moving you
to an apoplectic state at the risk of
despoiling our lovely village with
these buildings. Well those matters,
have run their course and there is
little any of us can do to alter any
decisions made regarding the two
applications.

| was surpriced to read you
condoning the structure built 1o
replace the mobile home in

Highwood Bottom. Whether you or |

or anyone else in the village regard
this to be more attractive

particularly offend me) than any
mobile home which could have

been placed on the site is in fact.

irrelevant. The building may in fact
meet the reguirements 1o be
classed as a mobile home,
although |, as a daily witness to its
construction, can assure you that it
was not built of kit parts, unless you
- consider planks of wood to be kit
parts.

The problem with this building, as
Paul Rogerson pointed out in the
previous newsletter, is that it Is

(personally its appearance does not

On the general point, the official’
policy is virtually no further
development in Speen (only single
dwelling infills  within  already,
builtup  frontages) and o,
development in the immediate area’
outside the village which is all

within the Green Belt and Area of

Outstanding Natural Beauty. | think

that is a policy most people living

here would support. £d.

Motor bikes are becoming a pain in
the woodlands.

likely to 'set a planning precedent .

for Speen such that anyone
knowing that they will not get
planning permission for a building
can put the building up anyway and
then apply for
planning permission after they have
moved in. This in my opinion is far
more iikely to contribute 10
despoiling Speen than the normal
planning applications that have
attracted much attention in the past
few

years.

PowlineWoll
e@f;ﬂ %ffw“

This case bears no resemblance fo

the two first mentioned, as no
planning permission is involved in
the case of the "Omar Lodge" site,
where the council have already
acknowledged that a right exists
for asmobile home. The only point
at issue is whether the 'log cabin”

‘comes sufficiently within the official

definition of a mobile home. The
council say it doesnt and the
owners say it does comply with the
rules. Ultimately the will
decide, say the council, shouid
there be an appeal within 28 days

m' 1"
minister

of a notice for removal. However, .

-when last spoken to, very recently,
the council had not even issued
their notice; neither did they issue a
"stop" notice, since to do SO and
‘lose on appeal implies being sued
‘for damages, | was told. | was only
stating a personal preference on
aesthetic grounds that | would
prefer to see a wooden box of 60
feet by 20 feet rather than a tin one
of those dimesions.

retrospective

As | ride my pony through the
woods, the peaceful sounds are
blown away and replaced by
screeching engine roars. | don't
want to give motor-bike riders a
bad name, but | think that they
should be more careful in woods.
Horses can get easily spooked by
the roaring sounds and sometimes

‘motor - bike riders are not very
‘considerate to other people. My

fiend was out riding through the

‘woods one day, when three motor

cyciists came, one behind her
horse while the other two overtook

and raced off. | think that this is

‘very unfair and should be stopped.

Danieéte Dawion ,/7’ :::'/
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At | have found time tc send
you the promised photos of the
Ballcon landing at N. Dean early
July 1997.

The Balicon was flown by the
Humbug Balloon Group and
include my sister Ann (50) and
mother Phyllis (78). It originalily
started at Stone near Aylesbury, 10
miles as the crow flies, and was a
50th birthday present to my sister
from the rest of the family. My sister
joined the flight at the last moment
due to a late cancellation.

The pictures are a little dark, but it
was close to dusk.

Farnham Common

(I met John watching the balloon
Jand at N. Dean where so many of
them end up, but one gets fo
meet the 'visiting aliens" - so this
proves that they are just like us
after all..!) Photo on another page...

ine
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JENKINS NEWMAN
Partnership

ESTATE AGENTS
VALUERS, SURVEYORS
AND FINANCIAL ADVISERS

THE ULTIMATE SALES TEAM

Specialising in the sale of properties in
Speen, North Dean and the surrounding villages

Offices at: 27 Crendon Street, High Wycombe Tel: 0494 528000
and Hazlemere Crossroads, High Wycombe Tel: 0494 716000 :

EFFICIENT, PROFESSIONAL & INDEPENDENT



Return of the migrating Merry-Martins

Jan and Si revisit us from "down

In  September last year, my
husband and | visited Speen and
North Dean in Buckinghamshire
after an absence of forty years. My
husband, now 62, was evacuated
there as a five-year-oid, and spent
the happiest six years of his life
there. He stayed with Fio and
Bunny Anderson, who treated him
as their own child. Having been in
many foster homes before that time,
this was his very first experience of

~
love and canng in

Coming from London, he had many
lessons to learn, about the
countryside and about people, but
there he grew up within a caring
extended family of grandparents,
uncles and aunts even gaining an

rnai foarniiv
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son AmoId, who was in the Army,
and was soon after posted to India.
He eventually earned the nickname
of ™oung Scissors® for his
sharpness, given him, | believe, by
Bert Atkins.

| was shocked to learn that my
conservationist husband, who won't
Kill a spider, was a "mole killer"
when young. Apparently moleskins
were used to make warm winter
gioves, and the chiildren of the
vilage were paid what they
considered a handsome price for
the odd mole that- they acquired.
Young Simon thought that this was
a good way of making money, so
came up with the idea of putting fire
crackers down mole holes to scare
them out, thus making a small
fortune in "mole money".

He was able to walk for miles in the

covintrucida Findina hadnere
coumnrysice, inging paggers,

anilirrale
SQUITSIS,

took a iot of time and attention.
Hours were spent just sitting quietly,
watching the wildiife about him.
Sundays were a church and social
occasion, with time spent in the
Baptist Chapel in the mornings. In
the evenings, there were often visits
to the Plough In in Flowers Bottom,
owned by Ishbel MacDonald. She
introduced him to his first "Welsh
Rarebit" and other tasty snacks. His
Auntie Flo worked with Ishbel in the
kitchen, preparing beautiful meals
for the patrons.

foxes and the many hir
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On our visit, we spent four days in
this beautiful area, where | was
introduced to and walked the length
and breadth of Piggotts Wood,
Flowers Bottom, the Home for
Reiired Horses, Spring Wood,
Spinney, the fields and villages, as
well as visiting the Speen Baptist
Church and meeting lots of special

people.

tha
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At the Church, we were also given

int ﬁ;":“l{f‘!‘rﬁ! ind
ict pac Lif

information by Megan Chlnn and
Doris and Doug Redrup, who took
a lot of trouble to make sure we
had a copy of the Speen and North

Dean News. We had a great time at

of hein and
cr neip and

the Flower Festival Service, led by.

pastor Andy Gower, which we lucky

enough to take part in. David King,

the Church Secretary, was
especially helpful in locating Flo
and Bunny Anderson’s unmarked
graves and giving complete details,
including dates of their passing, efc.

We visited Speen Schooi House

playground, where Si told me of the

time he was playing "aeroplanes’

near his favourite greengage tree
by the road. His was “‘!"ing“-
nrnnnn arms (‘)ll[ 2TCT 5 rnuum
wide open, making appropnate

noises, when a large wasp entered

his mouth and was swallowed. His

tongue immediately swelled up, and

2
b s, Tshied o s denter mejthen and now. We aiso vnsuted Eisie

.Cromack (nee Rixon) and her

then on he decided that

"aeroplanes" was not for him.

| also heard of Miss Smith, rudely
referred to by ili-mannered lads and
lasses as "Boiler". She had black
bobbed hair with a "basin" cut, and

s sped from Downley daily in her

raincoat and wool hat, with
thick-rimmed glasses, on her sturdy
black Rudge bicycle with siring
mudguard protectors on the rear
‘wheel to prevent her coat from
getting caught. She apparently
made the journey this way no
matter what the weather.
(Minnie) Hopton was the Head
Mistress, and a third teacher, with
whom Simon was always in trouble,
was Mrs Ashby.

We were treated royally by Sandy

.was jus perfect.

Miss

5
under”

and Geoff Carter at the King William
iV. They very kindly allowed us to

ci"au in their unstairs cuita  which

UL S Staiue,

Their hospitality
and wonderful food was the best
we found on our frip. We also
enjoyed our long talks with them
and appreciated their help in finding
people.

We were delighted to meet up with
many of Simor’s childhood friends.
He had been in touch with Edna
Wall (nee Thomas) for many years,
and we very much enjoyed the day
spent with Edna and her sister
Eileen Jones (nee Thomas), talking
of oid times. Eileen provided Simon
with with a copy of Nicholas
Wheeler Robinson’s "Preliminary
Chronicie of North Dean®, which
together with photos from both
Edna and Eileen, and Poppy and
Gordon Eliis, have filled in many
gaps in Simon’s story. We also
found Jean Ciark (nee Hait) in the
front garden of her home (which
used to belong to her parents when
Si was young), and spent a
pleasant afternoon with Jean and
Andrew, her son. We also enjoyed
a chat with Peter Humphries, stili
living next door. Another pleasant
evening was spent with Poppy and
Gordon, whose home used to be
the George Hotel, somng through
e l
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husband Colin.

Simon was very sorry not to have
met with John Rogers, one of his
childhood friends, but looks forward
to meeting with him when we return
to the UK to live, in the year 2000.
{If you look elsewhere in the SNDN,
Jan, you should at least be able to
recognise John again when you
see him, provided he keeps himself
fit with golf between now and 2000
- which | suspect he will, Ed.)

Now | can see what Simon loved so
much about his childhood, and the
time spent in this area. It made him
the wonderful, caring man he is
today, and | can only say thank you
to you all for ailowing me to meet
you and see this very special part
of the English countryside and way
of life. San _,&”y_.,&,tin
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Cheeky Chiceo's
{ gtin Amariegn
Evening

On the 20" September 1997 the air around North Dean was filled with a strange mixture of exotic Latin
American music and the shrieks of many people. The event was Beechdean’s Cheeky Chicco’s Latin
American Evening and the charities that are to benefit from the fund raising event are Speen pre-school and
Childline.
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their time in search of the ultimate party. When they have been thoroughly convinced of the motives of the
evening, you mix in a few other ingredients. In the case of this party we needed some extremely exotic Latin
American Music, some fancy lighting, a pair of incredible exhibition dancers, some external amusements, a
Tequila Bar, sensational Mexican food and a venue that could whisk people away to a part of central America.

Lets start with the venue, the only way to convert two cow barms and some boring white marquees is with the
help of 10 tonnes of evergreen, two trailer loads of maize, a tennis court’s worth of netting, 10 bags of
sawdust, 200 straw bales and some props from a film set. The one thing I did forget was the willing help of
our Latino Lovers ( the name of our helpers ). In pitch darkness the area was slowly, but magically, changed
into a',,.smail piece of South America. The next thing that had to be added was a sound and light system that
would blow the ponchos off the expected guest’s. A small van on its normal route to Top of The Pops studio
was quietly diverted and the contents borrowed for the weekend. Not enough for our party, we next went to the
guy who does the lights for major rock bands. He filled in the gaps and gave us flashing lights where we have
never had them before.

We now had our complete venue. Next we needed the Cheeky Chicco chow to go in the Cheeky Chicco chow
bar. This was abundantly supplied by La Mexicana, of Aylesbury. The only way to describe the food was
sensationally unique. The food had to be complimented by the correct selection of drink. Known for our.
almost tea total stance at these venues, we the organisers decided to cut the drink to only Mexican Beers, Red
Eyes, Tequila Slammers, Margarita’s, and a selection of Chilean Chardonnays. The bar was run by Martin
from the Duke of Cambridge in Marlow. -

We now had a venue, a chow bar and liquid refreshment, the next ingredient had to be the entertainment. Live
music is the root to all good parties and with this in mind a Colombian and Brazilian band were asked to play
for us. For those looking for even more fun, bungee running and Sumo wrestling games were also arranged.

We now had a venue, food, drink and entertainments, all we required now were some generous guests. On the
evening over 350 people, in a variety of outfits, attended the venue. Dress code ranged from jeans, T- shirt and
a sombrero, to Peter Keen’s outfit which had to be seen to be believed (full marks to you Peter!!) .

On the evening, the money for charity was raised with a charity auction and a £5 raffle. With wonderful gifts -
‘Ea;ffrom many people, everyone got into the spirit of the occasion and generously dug deep into their pockets. The
‘#inal total was about £2500 which will be split between the two charities.

Fror_n everyone involved in organising the party, we would like to say thank you to all those who donated,
participated and most of all helped to make the evening a success both for the charities and as 2 good fun

party. For those who are interested, the next ‘do’ in 1999 (??) will be a 1940°s big band; watch for the
advertising.

Thanks to everybody

Susie, Kate, Charlie & Andrew



- Philip

" & Partners

ALTHOUGH THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS IN BLACK &

WHITE, ALL OUR PROPERTY BROCHURES ARE IN FULL

COLOUR AND AV AILABLE FROM OUR THREE OFFICE
IN HIGH WYCOMBE, HAZLEMERE AND PRESTWOOD

O
@

portn®

9
YCOMBEO FICE (0\4

pritip 67 ™ 451019

WE OFFER A SPECIALISED MARKETING WITH A
UNIQUE AND DISTINCTIVE LIVERY FOR BUYERS AND
SELLERS OF VILLAGE PROPERTIES

stk

FOR A QUALITY SERVICE FROM A PROFESSIONAL,
INDEPENDENT AND LOCAL ESTATE AGENT CALL:

31 Crendon Street, Hazlemere Crossroads, 2 Wycombe Road,
High Wycombe, Bucks. HP13 6LJ Hazlemere, Bucks. HP15 7LN  Prestwood, Bucks.HP16 OPW

(01494) 451010 (01494) 711777  (01494) 868600
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John and Brenda Davies have the best of two worlds

John amd Brenda Davies run
drawing and painting holiday
courses from their house in
Opoul Perilios, a village in the
Roussillon.

Brenda and 1 discovered and feil
in love with the Roussillon in the
1960s whilst driving, with our two
young daughters, fo a villa on the
Costa Brava. It was before the
motorway which crosses the
Pyrenees at Le Perthus. In August
there were 30 km gueues back
through Perpignan to Natbonne (it
was rumowured that De Gaulle
refused to build the motorway in
order to stop the French leaving
France for the, then, much cheaper
Spain) We discovered the Route
des Corbieims, a wonderiul drive
through an unspeilt region.

A small legacy in 1970 allowed
us io nuy the cheapest possible
holiday property, a bergerie called
Las Cardis, in a vineyard, wilh
fitthe water, no electicity, holes in
the walls but with perfect Catalan
arches and the most wonderful view
across 60 km of vineyards towards
the Pyrenses, Mont Canigou and the
Spanish border. The franc was then
over 11 o the pound.

We lived and worked by
candlelight and oil lamps for the
first few years, slowly restoring the
house. We increased the waler
catchment around the citerne and
instailed a generator for electricity -
not neardy so romantic as
candlelight but  wonderfully
praciical. When the lights go ouiin
the village (as they ofende) weamw
alittle jewel at the end of the valley.

Las Ganlis is the last building in
old Catalonia. We have grapes,
almonds, olives and figs. We use it
for family holidays and as our field

PN A aed
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In 1990, with another couple, we
decided to buy the old post office in

the village - “L’Ancienne Poste’.
By then the franc was just over 10
to the pound. We planned to restore
the house and start a painting school
to give us enough income to live in
France and to give me a studio and
time to paint in an inspiring setting.

[ have spent 35 years in graphic
and interior design but my
qualifications are in fine art. I have
always drawn and painted.

We have neary finished the
restoration.  Unlike the French we
completed the inside of the house
first and the facade last, trying to
retain the exterior ‘old” look,
despite the pressures to use ‘crepi’,
the ruination of the old French style.
Ve think we are winning!

We have an exceiien relationship
with the people of Cpoul We
always use local labour and the
inevitable drama of the building
work was made easier by the
willingness and heipfulness of the
builder, elecirician, plumber and
carpenter despite them hawing the
same characierisiics of ali builders
... demain. . demain!

The builder and plumber, often
difficult to find during the week,
can always be found on a Sunday
morning in the huilder’s pigeonnier
They are both enthusiasts. We don’t
have pigeon on on our menu!

My theory, to knock down all
croissons (pattition walls), on the
grounds they didn’t hold anything
up, was disproved when the kitchen
ceiling fell in The builder
disappeared and cane back a couple
of hows later with a massive old
wooden beam which is now a
feature in our large kitthen. The old
Catalan, smokey fireplace is now an
indoor barbecue, venting perfectly
through the original chirmey

G A wan P #in, A S
All five bedivoms are WBMED W

an attist or period. The bathrooms
are tiled in Catalan style. The
Grenier is now my studio with

space for up to 10 artists.

The vwillage of Opoul is
dominated by the ruins of an 11th
centry chateau. Them is a school
which sustains the ongoing life of
the willage, a churth, a bar, a
restaurant, a fow shops and a rughy
league team The boulangerie bakes
delicious bread every day and
Fougasse every Sunday - the
custard version is O.K. but the one
with salty pork scraichings and
sugar pushes gastronomy to the
limit!

The only industry is wine
making The Cave Cooperative
produces mainly red wines, from
cubis at 10 francs a litre to Chateau
d*Opoul at around 50 francs a

hottle. 1 designed and iliustrated
the label for the Cuwée de la St
Laurent, a vin de table selling at 14
francs in the Cave Cooperative and
20 francs in local supermarkets
which is, of course, our house red
wine. I am currently designing
another label.

Opoul is a very friendly village.
The great majority of people work
in the vineyards. They am very
proud of the village (about 300
houses) and their Catalan origins
and we have made many good
friends. We are impressed that the
old am looked after by the young.
Monsieur 1z Maire, in his 3rd term
of office, is always accessible, runs
the line at rugby matches and plays
houles in the square at night.

The Opoul villagers have been
very kind to us. On our silver
wedding anniversary they held a
memorable barbecue at Las Gandis.
They insisted on using 3 sorts of
winewood for flavour - old cuttings,
new green cuttings and old roots -
with escargots, moules, sardines,
chops, salad and cheese washed
down with copious amounts of
wine, supplied in old lemonade
bottles, and culminating in the




blowing up of an old tree root (with
sweating dynamite), which seemed
a good idea at the time and was
certainly a cabaret ending to the
day It was only the following
morning, when I cleared the earth
from the bergerie roof, that I
realised we were within a few
metres of the fosse septigue. A
metre nearer and [ would have been
clearing more than just earth from
the roof and would have had a hefty
bill fora new tank.

When we ran out of water the
pompiers held an exercise on the
hill behind us and kindly left us
enough water in our citeme 1o
swrvive the summer The cost - a
small contribution to  their
benevolant fund.

Qur courses are more than just
‘art’. We live a French village life
and Brenda has learnt to cook
Catalan dishes which give our
visitors a mal taste of the region.

Escalivada
courgetts, aubergine and sweet
onion) topped with anchovies from
Collioure or a homemade temine
served with confiture d’oignon, are
typical s our nightly four
course dinners. Couscous, cooked
in the traditional way, allows meat
paters and vegetarians to share in a
corrmunal meal. Lamb, marinated
then barbecued, or with
apricots and dates, refiects ihe
North African influence on Catalan
cuisine. Fresh fish from the
Mediterranean is plentiful and an
abundance of fresh fruit and focal
cheeses completes our meal.

We serve Opoul wines wiih
tastings from other villages,
particularly the next vitlage of Fitou
where, once a week, we eatat La
Cave d’Agnes, run by a Scottish
lady and her French chef husband.

The village is now used to our
and  appreciates  the
advantages of having many extra
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visitors out of season, and more in
July and August when we let the
house to families for their summer
holidays.

Both professional and amateur
arists - British, French, Belgians,
Americans and Irish, to date - add
their generous contributions to the
profits of the cave and the bar.

One of our guests, an 80 year old
Irish Catholic priest, asked if there
was anywhere he could say Mass.
Converations with the local cure
resulted in Seamus saying the Mass,
in French and Latin (with an Irish
accent), in the willage church on

unday, attended by the rest of the
course and about 70 villagers (68
ferale, 2 male). It was a great
occasion. Seamus became curé for
the week and we received gifts of
homemade jam in thanks for his
services. He was a talented amateur
painterand made a great impression
on the course saying an increasingly
slonuent and appropriate grace (by
request) at our meal every night and
adding his particular wisdom and
point of view to our discussions. He
eventually deparied with a i
round’ for the Sisters he was staying
with in London on his way home.

Living in France
our French by a combination of a
summer school at Perpignan
university and._experience, starting
‘in an
tuilders supplies’, etc., and, lattely,
‘in  the stone quarry’. I
commissioned a young sculptor to
carve a piece for our ganden He
specified limestone 1.5 x .5Sm. We
limesione
quarries, all of which would supply
enough to build a motorvay, but not
a single block of limestone. We
eventually, found a quarry near
Montpeltier (100 km away),
negotiated a price . and found it
weighed nearly a tonne. Our local
tuilder reckoned he could handle
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350 kilos so we had itcutin two and
it was sculpted in the square outside
(the Mairie kindly closed the road)
and the sculptor chipped off
another 150 kilos to finish the work.
It became the village old boys’
alternative to watching boules.
They even brought their folding
chairs to sit in confort. Transport
through the house was by couresy
of the C ave Cooperative who lent us
a forklift truck and a number of men
to manhandle the sculpture into
position. It now has pride of place
in our garden. We have
‘commissioned another ong for next
year

On another occasion there was
the light opera singer who sang ‘The
Sound of Music® and ‘The Ugly
Duckling’ at my vernissage, to the
terrmserment of the French.

More appreciated were the non-
painting partners, two ladies, who,
tast September, were recruited into
avendangs team Theyleftat 7 am
and we supplied them with sausages
and tomato and garlic to rub on their
tread for treakfast, a 9.30am
grillads accompanied by the passing
of the ‘porrow’ (Catalan) of red
wine. They wem alitile tipsy when
they retumed at mid-day

We are trying hard to maintain
our happy relationships with the
village. We and our friends are
united with a common love of
French life, good food and drink.

Brenda and I enjoy running our
art courses in Opoul,. We enjoy
meeting new people and making
new friends and we particularly
enjoy introducing our aspiring
artists to the French way of life. We
like to think that we, in our own
way, make our contribution to the
life of the village.

For further information on
drawing and painting courses (all
levels) at L’Ancienne Poste corntact
John or Brenda Davies On 01494

i ver

488197 or fax 488198.

SPEEN AND NORTH DEAN YOUTH CLUB

Here, but only just!...

because after our first successful

streets there is no easy answer to

year, when we had trips

year cur numbers tailed off as the
club members grew out of table
tennis and darts and moved onto

other pursuits - such as boyfriends,

Chessington, Wycombe Ski Centr
Slough Ice Rink and many others.

this. Many parents have rung us to
give their support and to express
hope that we can keep the club

going; we will if it is a viable group.  If you have any ideas or question

girlfriends and G.C.S.E’s. please ring
. So it's up to YOU, if you can come  Gfont or Fricia SLonks
We restarted meetings at the along to the Baptist Church Hall on
beginning of October and the Wednesday night at 8pm, then 07494 488357
rsponse has been encouraging. please do so. We finish at 9.30, and at any time.

Our real problem is lack of
youngsters of the right age and
short of dragging them off the

if we have a reasonable size group
we can then plan some outings
similar to those we went on last
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A LOCAL PROFESSIONAL TREE SERVICE

Steve Newma Holly House
Archway

N.C.Arb Spcen
Bucks
HP27 0SB

01494 488474

A friendly, personal service offering advice and free quotations
for all your Arboriculture needs

Surveys and reports

Sympathetic tree reshaping

Tree thinning to allow more light into your home and garden

Removal of dead, diseased or dying timber to rejuvenate tired trees and eliminate the
worry of dead wood damage to your own and others’ property

Felling or dismantling of trees which are “past their best’ or are in a dangerous condition
Topping and removai of the tops of ‘out of conirol’ conifers

Fruit tree pruning for more attractive and productive trees

Tree planting and tree relocation

Hedge cutting and shaping

We are fully insured and provide and tidy and efficient service

MEAD PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
7 CASTLE STREET
HIGH WYCOMBE

BUCKS HP13 6RU

INDEPENDENT LETTING AGENTS

ANA/EUK A AINT T

Bonded under the ARLA (Association of Residential Letting Agents) scheme
with over 12 years experience acting for overseas and UK resident landlords

WE OFFER AN INDIVIDUAL SERVICE TO LANDLORDS TAILORED
TO SUIT YOUR REQUIREMENTS

PLEASE TELEPHONE OR CALL IN AT
27 CASTLE STREET, HIGH WYCOMBE

01494 442123

ALSO AT 96 WESTBOROUGH ROAD
MAIDENHEAD, BERKS SL6 4AS
TEL: 01628 770130




A SUMMER BREAK Trevor Dunnington

wants to thank you

One pleasant summer's evening, back in late July, some of you may recall an ambulance attending
a 999 call to a casualty with a "suspected broken leg" on Speen Playing Field. The victim, yours
truly, had been taking part in a friendly fathers and sons soccer game, when a rather optimisitic
and very badly executed tackle (by me) on Antony Phillips, one of our school governors, ended the
game about seven minutes after it had started.

Following my nine days in Wycombe General Hospital, since when I've remained in fuli-length
plaster, my wife Chris and | would like to say how miuch we appreciate the tremendous amount of
help and support given.

In paricular, we would like to take this opportunity to thank:-

* David Siade for those reassuring words “I'm sure it's not broken mate" though
he knew it was, and for turning up in A&E a couple of hours later to check on
his diagnosis.

* Tim Rodgers for taking the bull by the horns and straightening the leg before the
arrival of the ambulance.

* Jo and Mark Wengler for looking after our boys, Andrew and Maithew, on the
night of the accident.

* Antony Phillips and Jim White for the bottles sneaked into hospital (fine time to
get ‘legless” - sorry, tasteless remark by Ed.) and Jim for organising a modem and
teaching me what to do with it.

And there's more...
* |an and Debbie Waterman for a fine selection of books, especiaily the Tom
Shaipe collection.

* Kate Slade, Carolyn and Ben Gower, Tracey White and Sue Rodgers for their
baby-sitting sessions (special thanks to Sue for showing Andrew now our (can't
read it) should be put back together - and clever Andrew for remembering...

* _and everyone else for their best wishes, calls and visits.
And finally, one very big thank you, just this time, to my wife Chris and boys Andrew and Matthew,

for doing everything | couldn’t do during the past three months, for missing our summer holiday
and not complaining (too much) and especially for chauffering me to work and back everv day. I'm
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just grateful the roles weren't reversed... | couldn’t have coped!

Richard FERGUSON - Brtilders
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Load
Naphil, High Wanbe
Bucks HP14 450

AL berileting worke sndertaken, New houses, Exdensions,

Renovetions, Firgplaces, Fitted feitsbens, beathroons

s

SPOTs

N —— S
55 ; - ’ 1 GIFT VOUCHERS ¢
Patio’s, Deaoneatingg, Ellectrizal works, e 1~ available

Ideal unusual present for
aching friends & family

£22 per session {30 -50 minutes)
For further details

Fistablished 25 years — Ring Naphil O14H-562954

mobile 0411 086 932

Please DON'T BIN ew

massage. Halve the recovery time of sports injuries.

Phone Ros Suter on:
Chinnor 01844 353 037

with ezfqzﬁkz'ps;
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Here Marjorie Stockley outlines her proposals for a representation of "Speen
through the ages."

Would you be interested in taking '‘group of interested pecple who alike. In addition, groups of people’
part in an open-air production in would form a historical/research will be required to be in charge of
the summer of 1999? The idea committee the objective of which publicity, box-office, front of house,’
would be to create a would be to collect relevant bar/refreshments, car-parking etc.
historical/dramaticpresentation/perfo historical material which could be There are jobs for everyone.
rmance of SPEEN through the ages incorporated into the show. It would:
- a celebration of village life; with an important pre-requisite to
the optimistic conclusion that village commission a professional to
life will be rejuvenated in the next devise the piece and he/she would
century as more people have the work alongside the committee to
opportunity to work from home. It produce a final working seript. This
would be very much a village affair would need to be ready by June theshow.
- with as many local people and 1998 to allow for a year's planning,
organisations invoived as possible. preparation and rehearsal.
initially the Parish Council would
invite people to attend a meeting
one evening next January to to Musicians, actors, dancers,
elaborate on the project. A setbuilders, costume  makers,
committee would then need to be props makers, stage managers,
formed to oversee the lighting/sound operators, make-up
impiementation of the production. artistes wiii need to be jfound
amongst Speen’s talented
The next stage would be to find a inhabitants - children arid adults

Marjorie Stockley, Drifiway House,
Coleheath Bottom has offered to
direct the show and Martin Stockley
has offered to research and
co-ordinate the musical aspects of

It is an ambitious project but should
prove to be an exciting one, which
will unite the village as we move
into the 21st century.

If you would like to discuss the
matter further or offer assistance in
any way, please ring
Marjorie/Martin on 01494 488101
or e-mail Mastockley@AOL

THANK GOD WE’VE STILL GOT THE WI Barbara Collett reports

Since we last spoke, Speen Wi has doing a caesarian on a cow. Lovely!: September was a_b!t of a let-down
enjoyed a very tasty birthday party, And, of course, in between our 8s our speaker didn’t turn up (we
been informed of what we could of mestings we helped feed "he later leamed her car had broken
could not have happened to Amelia 5000 at both the fete and the down). Also that month we had the
Earhart, and heard Miss Glenys "open gardens". Autumn Group Meeting _ at
Groves sing; after telling us of her £ Prestwood when Mr Peter I—!lnes
rise from pop to opera. What more Miss Jean Archer proved interesting talked about his life as a private
could a WI want? Well we wanted when, in her talk on "Hidden: investigator.
o go to Beatties in Aylesbury for Bucks', she showed slides of :
yet another fashion show and various parts of the county which We nearly didn't have a speaker in
supper with some of our friends, are not normally seen. Then there K October as the lady couldn’t come
and also to Waitrose in Thame was the Bucks WlI's 'do" at for some reason, but fortunately
when we had a good look round Hadenham, when Gloria and | Corinne Symonds came to t_he
behind the scenes and partook of walked round in the sweletering rescue as she works for the n'Ee
yet more gorgeous grub afterwards heat pushing an exiremely large Australian lady Mrs Mawhood who
{Is this lady obsessed with food or teddy bear in a pram tying to Obligingly came and showed slides
what!? - Ed.) persuade other ladies to part with a Of some islands in the Pacific,
'£1 to try to win the bear: which | Where she had been for two years
Then there was the Spring Group must admit some of us were not as a medical records officer.
Meeting at Holmer Green when Mr that interested in doing. However, . _ u
John Comnwell showed some Gloria has a very persuasive way OUr . Annual Meeting will be in
wonderful slides of flowers in i November, after which we will
close-up. We did our usual induige in our usual Pot Luck
Macmillan walk in May with Supper (well you have to eat don't
husbands and dogs. In June Mr - By ol ‘s e 0aYE. o you?), and in December Mrs Z. Mc
Mussett told of almost becoming a _ el .E d's wife Mary and nmig‘lr}tosh will have some desserts to
shellfish gatherer like his father but Vw“s,o " to;k O"I'é'r s e “EE show us.
was rescued in time by his mother ; : o e
to become a i ian instead. (/. -We wou
bt # woLidve Lt;r::e;;org e wrtl(1 ‘At the end of August we gave our ijiage ladies joining our little
dad..! Ed) In July Mrs Kathleen ;ﬁ:ﬁ lun'c:!thor the seniors of the group - to make it a slightly
Turner had us in hysterics with her JOEOE Ty A O larger group. Why not think
. enjoy tOgether with some : Iv: about joining us on the
account of being mother of the entertainers called Bandiovie seriously a i [o]
bride - in between helping the vet : e first Thursday of the month?

with her (tell me about it. Ed)) as
some of you no doubt know and
we got some money out of most of



We still have the Guides

ist Hughenden Valley Guides
continue to meet in the Scout HQ
building. Since the closure of the
cub and beaver groups we are the
only group currently using the the
HQ on a regular basis. However,
various scout groups from around
the district use the building for
weekend events.

A small group of us are working
very hard to maintain the building
and its surrounding land for the use
of scout and guide groups and |
would take issue with comments
about rubbish lying around. What
might be considered "rubbish" may
in fact be items of campfire
equipment etc, which tends to be
stored outside for a ot

Swicu

of the year.

A working group is planned for the
autumn to clear up the area around
the back of the building as much as
possible. With regard tc the
windows boarded up, sadly,
following vandalism last year, we

‘have decided that some of the

windows will have to be boarded
up permanently to cut down
maintenance costs. We hope that
there will be no repetition of the
mindless  destruction of our
property.

The Guide Company averages.

about 30 - 36 girls. This year we
have been engaged in a great
variety of activities. One of the
highlights of the year was the
production of  "The Dancing
Princess" in February. A great deal

_of work went into this production as

well as a lot of laughter and
enjoyment.

in November we heid our annual
fireworks and bonfire party, and
later that month ran a toy stall for
the Hughenden Church Christmas
Bazaar. During the only .true dry
weekend in June, 18 Guides plus 4
leaders camped at a Guide site in
the grounds of Cliveden.
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- new site for us and we hope to use

this excellent site again. This was
also the inaugural camp for our two
new lightweight tenis which we
have worked hard to raise money
to buy.

One of our guides attended two
.weekend meetings of the Bucks
Guide Orchestra and also a four
day Angia Region Orchestra
meeting at Easter.

Mary Hall completed her Baden
Powell Trefoil in February. This is
‘the highest award in the Guide
Section of Guiding and was the
culmination of two years hard work
inciuding 40 hours service, finding
out about international guiding,

itaking part in a residential event

and developing personal interests
and skills. This was the 7th BP
Trefoil to be presented in the
company and we hope to get two
more completed in the near future.

ab o T P
ot ELELIesZ %&i/

...and happily still with

SPEEN PRE-SCHOOL
STUDRIDGE LANE

SPEEN

us

The end of term culminated in a

superb Sports Day and lunch.
A ) g ‘who worked jolly hard as the

"Pre-school

Chiidren, parenis, friends and
exhausted staff thoroughly enjoyed
the occasion. Medals. were

presented to all the . children for
their tremendous effort, and lots of
laughter from the parents who took

part in the rather difficutt mums’ and
wae aleo time to sav

Was Gisv

Ande’
dads’ races. It

"goodbye" to some lovely children
who were soon to embark on the
adventure of "big school’, and also
to parents who had served the
preschool so well. Flowers and gifts
were presented to Cherry Seekins,
who had devoted a great deal of

time and effort as Chairman of the
committee, and also io Jo Wengier,

secretary. Their

contribution was invaiuable and

‘very much appreciated. It was also

time to weicome Julie Blundell as
our new Chairman, with who we
look forward to working with in the
new school year.

We anticipate lots of fun as we
introduce the children to (virtual)
France this haif term. We hope i0
share information with a French,
Pre-school in Hambye, thanks to an.
introduction from our local twinning

There are still
‘available for children aged between

association in Lacey Green. Our

termly Cafe morning on Wednesday

2ond October at 11 am, to which

you are invited, will have a French

theme. Croissants and coffee will
be served.

a few sessions

3 and 5 years. For further
information  please  telephone
Dawn Schollar (Pre-school

leader) on 01494 488160 -
Monday to Friday from 9 io 12
oclock.
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At least it will almost cover one issue of the newsletter!

Paul Rogerson puts the money into perspective after the 1997
Speen Fete
As a postscript to this year's fete, a draft account has been completed. Whilst not all monies have

been collected for advertising etc., it is clear that this year's profit available for distribution to the
village organisations is well down on previous years.

it looks likely that a sum in the region of £100 will be the contribution to each organisation.

Thao svaomiss
TS phiciid

* The cost of putting on the fete has increased from £950 to £1500
* The takings have remained at approximately £1700.

This means that the bulk of any profit is only generated from advertising and sponsorship. it is
difficult to see how, without a radical change in pricing policy or reduction in activities, any
improvement to the financial return can be achieved; if anything it is likely to get worse as
competition on the day grows.

On the positive side it is a great asset to the village that the fete continues each year. Perhaps the
money is not that importanti

@wﬂ/ (%yﬁ-éﬂfa

NORTH

her
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...as the day began with clear blue
skies and a gentle, warm breeze.

Competition. What a difficult task, cake,
when some mothers have such
clever ideas and lots of imagination.
There were many early risers in the
vilage as there was still much to

iam
certainly made up for it.

Very soon the fete was in full swing, the programme, when
with a cood crowd

and wine

The auction of produce

do: final preparations tc entries in
the produce, art and craft
competitions had to be made and
then presented in the marquee for
judging.

White elephants for the renowned
bric-a-brac stail were siiii o be
sorted and the various stalls, beer
tent and tea room were hives of
activity, but by one oclock all was
ready, so back home for a quick
spruce-up before the official
opening at 2pm.

This year it was performed by Mr
Desmond Ryman of North Dean
House, and Mrs Ryman judged the
Chuildren’s Fancy Dress

~The ever popuiar Tombola was

.games of chance or skill kept all

th a goed crowd of supporters all
happy to join in the fun and part
with their money. Music was ably:
provided by the Piggots Band, also!
bringing their own in-house!
entertainment a  chocolate
hich raised a

funds.

prices were paid for enormous
onions and quite pathetically
wizened carrots, but it was all good
fun and part of the tradition’of the
North Dean Fete.

throwing competition w

: HUGL: Wi Thanks to a team of willing helpers,
handsome sum for Hai

the clearing-up was quickly done,
and yet ancther happy Fete Day’

came to a close.
soon picked clean, raffle tickets

were bought in huge quantities and The best was yet to come when

Treasurer Pam reported a profit on
amused. the day of £1,065.
At 4pm the cups and prizes were
presented. North Dean horticulture
had obviously had a bad year as
,entries were very sparse, but the

afese



One of Britain’s rarest mammals,
Dormouse (Glis glis) is very much at home in and

Snoon
urvvl.l -

around
17th October this year was the first
time Peter Symonds and | had seen
a Glis glis which was both alive and
awake; I'd seen one hibernating
and Peter had seen one dead along
Coleheath Bottom (he’'s good at
finding things dead).

The hibernating Glis was being
shown BBONT

on them

to members of

falle

attendina 2
a N

attending
February given by a naturalist/
forestry worker who came across
them in the course of his work. He
was young and, by February, a little
thin looking (the Glis that is). What
surprised me was that so many of
the 'nature lovers" attending this
talk seemed to regard the Glis
more as a pest than a precious part
of local wildlife - just because he
tends to bite through electrical

) . S
water pipes, drown in the

last

cable and
tank, keep folk awake at night as
he dances on the floor above to the
accompaniement of his own loud
chattering and then one steps on
piles of s.. upon going to
investigate, etc etc! We've had visits
from them at Chervil Meadow, but
they've tended to leave afier a few
sleepless nights of wild partying
(Glis parties | mean).

Thrilled at the sight of
a rare creature.

Anyway, it was 17th October, the
night of the village quiz. Sitting
opposite Mary and |, also
representing the "Good Neighbours"
team were Jean and Bruce Elder. It
transpired that they were mariyrs i
the dreaded Glis, having been
visited by no iess than 65 of them
(another world record for Speen
along with Jack’s sunflower).
Despite this slight inconvenience

Jean and Bruce seemed
remarkably - shall we say - neutral
about these these litle grey

acrobats. Or maybe their apparent
tolerance was more due to the
calming effect of all that red wine
they were drinking (which may also
have affected our lowly third place
in the quiz - just joking Jean and
Bruce).

Anyway,

mention that he had trapped
number 65 that very evening (let
me stress at this point he does
them no harm). ! said could |
borrow number 65 to photograph
and then release him. “Yesh of
course® said Bruce, ‘but let me
have the trap back tomorrow as we
are expecting number 66 any
moment."

Peter Symonds also tagged along
and we all s?gg’ered walked to the
Elders’ abode at Hampden Gate,
strategically close to College Wood.
Awaiting us in the loft was number
85, Peter and | gasped at the
beauty of this creature; shiny
_coated brighteyed and plump,
really fit to go into his seven
months hibernation - but angry and
scolding us for the indignity of his
predicament. | took him home for
the night, supplied him with a cox’s
orange pippin and said good night.

Next morning Peter and | took
number 65 to woods far enough
away to satisfy Bruce’s plea of "not
too near, please® but still in Glis
country. Peter brought with him a
chicken coop. The clever plan was

to empty the trap into the coop set’
on the woodland floor and take -

in this outdoor ‘“sriudio®

releasing the

photos
before
you value your fingers - they have

the sharpest set of mouth chisels
outside of a beaver colony). It was

Bruce hpd Tto

Glis.
(incidentally you don'’t handle Glis if:

the Edible
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then that Peter and | learned an
important iesson about Giis - that
they are the most alert and agile.
creature you'll ever come across.

and it was true.

I’'d haon uiaiﬁnr“
wWarmea, ai

Number 65, who had been looking
so calm and laid back before we
oped ihe frap just made one
bounce onto the ground, the next
he was outside the chicken cocp
and in the final leap he was looking
at us from 35 feet up a fir
tree, whereupon he just relaxed,
stretched out on a branch, looking
down at us with a steady stare
through those lovely big eyes.
Every now and then his dish aerial
position and his

down

adiust

aare wnuld
ears wWouiG aljus

nose and whiskers would twitch in
unison. He knew we couldn’t catch
him, it was a most glorious warm
autumn day and he looked a
beautiful picture sunbathing on that
branch. Luckily for him, Peter had
brought his camera and 600mm
mirror lens - there should be some
good results, with juck. We watched
for at least half an hour before
jeaving number 65 10 work out
where he would spend the next
seven months of hibernation. Pete
placed another cox's at the bottom
of the tree and we quietly left the
scene.

Some facts about the Edible
Dormouse (Glis glis)
gleaned from the recently
published booklet of that
title, written by Pat Morris,

clis item continues overleaf..-



...Glis glis ifézf‘continued 16 3
published by the::Mammal Society
and sold locally by Tring Museum
at £3.

The Glis glis is thought to have
been introduced to Tring Park in
1902 (some say 1890). The animals.
‘came from Germany or
Switzerland according to one report
and from Hungary according to
another. '

either

Native distribution:

The Glis glis is found across many
European couniries - from Spain o
Turkey and easiward into Russia,
but no further north than 55
degrees latitude. (In Britain that

would just include Newcastle)

British distribution:
“The core of distribution occupies
about 50 square kilometres in the
Chiltern Hills. Here are
‘extensive and well-connected areas
of high forest (often dominated by
beech trees) and aiso smaller areas’
of pilantation foresiry
various conifers, particularly larch
and spruce " This, says Pat Morris,

there

oie

H ool
iNCIUGING

‘mimics the naturai forest of iheir

homes in Europe.

it seems that their own
devices Giis do not spread quickiy
and the the open agricultural land,
ito the west and north of the Chiltern
‘woodland forms a barrier. However,
the tendency for Glis to enter
thouses and get ftrapped by
‘householders who are naturally
‘'unwilling to kill them means that

some are released into previously.
{Qlie-free territory outcide the main.

IGNHo HoOT WOy CLeiSiaT

ipopulation area. 'Reliable stories’
'say that some have been released,
for example, near Oxford, thereby
crossing the Aylesbury Vale, others
into the New Forest ("which offers
particularly good habitat")
and,recently, near to Windsor. It
seems that there are so many
‘reports of "assisted dispersal" that it
‘is "only a matter of time before this
‘animal o nplace in
other parts of England.”

It
ISIL w

becomes commo

Ecolgy in Britain

In the daytime they "lie up in nests
built like squirrel dreys or taken:

over from birds. They also use
hollw trees (especially =~ mature
-beeches, which tend to develop
‘suitable holes naturally)

outbuildings and house roofs." As

Bruce might retort - "tell me about
it...."

Glis live and eat mainly up in the
trees (rather than on the ground)
from seasonally available food
produced by the trees: tree flowers
insects, especially caterpillars and,
by July it is time for gnawing bark.
"They eat birds eggs and nestlings”
and around autumn there are the
fruits, nuts and berries.

They hibernate once the leaves are.
off the irees and there is no more
food to find at treetop level. In
Britain they have been found (by
accident) hibernating below fioor
boards and tree roots, sometimes
in outbuildings, rabbit, badger and

PPty i 3
together indicating there is social
behaviour amongst Glis - maybe

‘especially whe
Giis using nest boxes tend to use
ithe tops of them as latrines, but
those living in houses make a
considerable mess (| witnessed the
truth of that in Bruce and Jean's
loft).

=

Breeding

In Britain the Glis "may not breed
until its third calendar vyear".."a
single litter usually in
August-September" (maybe earlier
on the Continent).

Mortality

They may live for nine years and
have few enemies, tawny owls and
cats being the predators
(interesting, Gloria Holmes tells me
one of her cats has recently arrived
home with two Glis).

It seems that when seized by the
tail the skin of it can come off and
‘the Glis escapes, and then the tail

= Sl aic

worst

CiSt

uncommeoen

breaks off, so it is not

to find Glis with much of the tail
missing - clever stuffl. :

The Edible Dormouse in
and around Speen

There is a swathe of Glis-friendly
mixed woodland which runs along
the south eastern edge of the

, broadleaves, predominantly

‘therefore,

of the same family.

. bushes.

vilage and it is from people who
live near to it that all the Glis stories
.in the area have been related to
'me, especially from peopie living
close to College Plantation. This
has been an ideal habitat,
_possesing a good mixture of mixed.
beech,:
and a lot of tall larch. The larch will
‘soon all be gone leaving mostly:
young and semi mature deciduous
trees (and a small patch of young '
conifers). This fransiton may,

reduce the Glis
nowvt

TITAL

neansilatin

pUpuiGu

Db o
ouGiT,

mixed woodland close by.
advantage of the conifers is that in
years when beech fails to flower the
Glis resort to gnawing conifer bark
until other food sources become
more available. | would like to

on to
i B i i
aosit tnere is sl

.coliate any sightings of Glis that

readers can report and | would
particuiarly like to know if they have
been seen away from the eastern
edge of the village.

-ncidentally, unlike the red and grey
squirrel there is almost
certainly no rivairy beitween the
Edible Dormouse and our
species the much smaller Hazel
Dormouse; the former lives i

. F
the canopy of tall trees and the li

guy stays in the canopy of i
Both species live
College Plantation and |

cnanario
sgenarno,

in
hope.
‘neither of them are suffering too:
much from the extensive felling now

o botom e
taking place.
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T istribution of Glis glis in England. The ammow indica
Tzzgdlégku site of the original inrroduc{lpn in 190_2. Black
symbols cbver 1km squares where edlb]s dormice were
recorded 1980-1995 inclusive.



HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY

News and advice from Ted

Firstly, an apology for having to
cancel this year's summer show.
We had planned to take our
grandchildren home to Abu Dhabi
between the 14th and 16th
September but in the event the only
flight we could get was the 13th -
the very day of the show. Sadly |
could not persuade anyone else to
fun it, so reluctantly | had to cancel.
Such has been this season, | doubt
whether we would have had a
large entry anyway; to say it was a
poor growing season is an
understatement! (so how come
George grew the world’s biggest
sunfiower then? E£d.)

very
very

However, gardeners never give up
and so now we must look forward
to next year. Dig over the soil as
soorn. as it is cleared, sow broad
beans for an early crop. And now is

the time to plant fruit trees. Spray -

fruit trees and soil with a tar oil
winter wash. Apple and pear trees
can be pruned to give them a
betier shape.

Perennial seeds can now be sown -

in note

[LA N $.04 SN ST

and rockery seed should

be sown in a seed bed or pan. -
williams and .
wallflowers. Continue to mow the -

Plant out sweet
lawns if drey. Give the greenhouse

a good clean

SPEEN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY...

...ran a great OPEN GARDENS
DAY on 30th July this The
weather was good; a bit of rain

earlier on having helped to revive
the vegsiation, | recall.

year.

Notwithstanding the fact that Speen
gardens had been opened three
years running, twice run by the
Horticultural Society and once on
behaif of BBONT, the garden
watchers invaded the village in even
greater numbers - | lost count..!
Maybe the sum raised for the
Childrens Society, £500, provides
the ciue for those with a
mathematical mind as to how many
visitors came from near and far.

ear with
and

Ted excelled h
efficient

advertising - prebably all that
energy after having retired just
before the event. And afterwards he
and Jean held a little get-together in
their own garden where we drank

imeaalf thic
IMSGiT WS ¥

organisation

wine and chatted about how it all
went.

it has to be admitted, our gardens
in Speen are quite a modest lot

compared with those in some other
places. But that is just the point -

peopie like to compare their own
~modest garden with other modest

gardens and sometimes get new
ideas which are feasible for
themselves

| think it was hoped that there
would be a good proportion of new
gardens on the list this year, but |
think it was mainly the old faithfuls

but you others would find it great

fun and an incentive to

oLV S

fine tune the

weeding and edging etc. Through
delivering newsletters etc., | know
for a fact that some of the most
interesting gardens in Speen don't
get seen. Often it's because the
gardeners in question are too
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. Future events

- We have booked the village hall for

the following dates (though as yet |

have only one speaker with a firm
_booking): :

12th December, 13th February,
27th March, 12th June - Food
Gardening.

Tedd Direwr

modest . about what they've
achieved. Next iime more
persuasion (and flattery, whatever it

takes) should be ‘employed. Just a

suggeston to - Ted and the’
committee.
And after Jack Butlers giant’

-sunflower of 1997, celebrated in the
media (I know for a fact he used all
kinds of clever fertilisers
incidentally) how about a village
sunflower competition in 1998?°
Jack’s world record was, he claims,
13 foot six inches in old money and
28 heads. So we could have two

_competitions in one - most heads

; . ;and tallest plant. Another one for
who joined in again, which is fine, ! Iy

Ted. Trouble is
we'll probably get another b.....
drought next year! Of course Jack
will be banned from compsetition
and no one must use the seed he's

_saved from his '97 giant.
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| hope it is accurate information - I'm informed that the opening of the new shop has run into a
snag. It seems that it has proved difficult to get a manager and consideration is being given to

leasing the shop to a private individual.

Ed.



18

THREAT TO MOBILE HOMES

An application on behalf of Nicholas King Homes to replace the mobile homes
with five executive style houses at Flowers Botiom Lane, Speen will shortly be

considered by the Planning Commitiee. i v o 0
erONT ELEVATION T1Py gﬁ' r(,rwb

Glenn Hart spoke to some of the caravan residents. .
ey
e -
L =

There have recently been severaﬂi
applications to  increase the
numbers of caravans at the Hiliside
Mobile Home Park, but now a
deveioper has had the site surveyed
and requested planning permission
for five large houses.

g1

"
of

Editor’s note: As at 7ifi October
there were no - representations of
file in the Planning Department
' either for or against this application,
albeit my own objection is on its
way. | hope there will be many
others. The application number is
97/06870/FUL and letters should

reach the Planning Departmeérit,

Historically all attempts to increase
the caravans have been refused, so
it would be ironic were these latest /
plans to be passed.

The owners of the mobile homes of
course do not want to go and

be offered the market price for their

mtict
musSt

homes, but they would not be able Wycombe District Council, Queen
to find other accomodation in Wgtprla Road, _quh MWy'_kClombe..
Speen for that sort of sum. HPi1 1BB as scon as possioe.

One resident asked for advice from N A \ I've spoken fo our District
¥ ' x i A = = : — . g 2 3 jiis a2 o) TA ,--.«s
the National Association of Park Y ¥ M:Cour.mdmr irs uabblfas' Wi
Home Residents and was told that \\\, confirms that the application Ii
% 7 - & / " s . Yamminet Fiput and
it was unlikely they would receive T \\_ | clearly Gl P:-’-’fi Sy
any compensation for the loss of —__\ b hopetully this will be reflected in the

ing Committee decision and;
ﬁﬁﬁéﬁb‘smufd it go that far, in the decision
Glisd s oren by the Ministry of the:
Environment fo reject an appeal. A~
 representative  of the Planning
Department assures me that new

'\ Plann

the site. They were also told that
they could be in a difficult position
if they dug their heels in and the
land was still sold to the builder.

~ ¥ __FROM THIS?
N A W

District Councillor Jean Gabbitas

wrote to all the residents of the site, Labour appears o be every bit as
on 19th September, saying that she determined to support
was keeping an eye on the situation environmentql protection ./?WS as
and implying that there was nothing the previous administration.

to worry about. This view was also
put forward by Parish Council
Chairman Don White. Nevertheless,
further applications were likely if this
one is turned down.

Putting myself in the place of the

caravan residents, | am sure that |
would feel under
harassment never knowing when

it

constant Beauty. There should be no way

b

i

this application should get

one of these applications might siip through (but others have before).
through and deprive me of My This site is on the edge of a village

home.
The advice some residents say they

have had from various solicitors

contradict each other and their et us hope that the residents of
position is not clear. Professional the site hear good news soon and

designated

£~ b
protecuon.

for environmental

advice was offered at £140 an hour, are left in peace.

but this type of advice should not
be needed; this site is protected
under the rules of the Green Belt

Clonn Hart

Nevertheless, how does it go - “for
evil to prevail’ all that's necessary is
for good men (o do nothing?" -
eomething like that.

| presume that the village
consensus would wish, for example
that the Residents Association will
write now to object and later,
should there be an appeal, help fo
orchestrate village objections lest
the powers that be make any
wrong assumption about how most
of us feel? .

Finally, we must bear in mind that

- pressures on the countryside have

been building up and the voice of
the "Philistine” is being heard ever
jouder that "houses for the people
must  come pbefore  pretty
countryside" so to speak. Ed.



Balloon lands at North Dean i
after world record flight across
chiltern Hills...

-and Fust
See letters page.

Gloria reunited with one of her
puppies exported to Czech Republic

presents

hite

to Peter Symonds

World record sunflower
falling apart after

autumn gale...



Speen School:
Year 2/3 stories based on the
Minpins by Roald Dahl. The opening
was a class composition which all

f the children developed into
individual stories.
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Jon Critoph’s "hands on" experience in Bosnia

Nothing could have prepared me
for the sights of destruction and
devastation that were to greet me.
There were row s upon rows of
blocks of flats with missing rooves
and holes blown in the wallls by
mortars  launched  from  the
neighbouring hilisides. Amongst the
wreckage was the occasional
dweling that was occupied,
signalied by washing on lines,
gently blowing in the breeze against
the smoke-stained fronts of the
buildings. It seemed incredible that
only seven hours previously | had
been stood outside my beautiful
cottage in Speen looking at a
dew-soaked valley and breathing
the crisp morning air of a typical
autumn morning. What a stark
contrast of that to this 80 percent
plus of devastation that | now stood
amongst.

Perhaps | should say what | am
doing out here. Well by day | am a
technical manager with Symbol
Technologies, advising customers
around the UK and Eocrope on bar
code technologies and how to
implement  successful systems,
However, by night | now practise
various forms of complementary
therapy including massage, Reiki
healing Indian head massage,
counselling and ~natural healing.
About 18 months ago | read an
articie in  the  Guild of
Complementary Practitioners
magazine about a couple of ladies
(Vicky Poole and Diane Hemmings)
who had decided that they wanted
to do something to help the people
of war-torn Bosnia, and being
complementary therapists there was
no better way of helping than
"hands on".

They worked together to form an
organisation called '"The Healing
Hands Network" which is now a

registered charity. They were
organising therapists to go to
Sarajevo for two weeks to work
alongside the doctors and
physiotherapists in hospitals, clinics,
old peoples homes and
orphanages. It seemed really

exciting for the people for the
people going out, but at this point |
still hadn’t considered it myself.
Over a year later | saw an article on

the latest work of the Healing
Hands Network in Kindred Spirit
magazine and | knew | wanted to
be part of it. | phoned Vicky Poole,
submitted my C.V. together with my
_certiﬁcates and a copy of my
insurance - and then waited. A wek
or so later | got a phone call telling
me | had been accepted and could
| go out at the end of June. For
various reasons | had to postpone
the trip until September.

Anyway, |
off work and started the task of
raising the money, as we had to
fund our own expenses, including
flights, accomodation etc, about
£750 in all. Thanks to some very
generous donations, | raised just
over £500, paying the rest myself.

booked my twe weeks

A pair of therapisis go out each
week, for two weeks, so there are
four of them at any one time. You
learn the ropes the first week and
pass the knowledge on the second
week. | worked in a physiotherapy
and rehabiiitation clinic which was
at the west end of "sniper alley” and
above a supermarket. it was in the
Irish Refugee Trust in a place called
{lidza, just outside Sarajevo, and |
those who couldn’'t get out. In ali |
guess | saw about eight to ten
clients a day, six and a half days a

week, working from 8am to 4pm_-

(noon on Saturday).

We met many genuine, warm and
surprisingly open-hearted people
during our stay, being welcomed
into many of their homes to share
what they had. | had one instance
where | was invited in for tea and
was proudly a bowl of freshly
picked strawberries

oiven frachiv

Giveri

from their
garden. With such an offer how
could | refuse.

The legacy of terror
.and deprivation

The locals showed very many
obvious signs of living for many
‘years under appalling conditions
“with very little food, and what they
could get was of very poor quality.
in addition they would be living
under the threat of being killed by a
mortar indiscriminately fired into al.

‘populated area, or a carefully aimea
bullet from a hidden sniper. You
can feel the atmosphere the minute
you enter the buildings, and at
night you can only wonder what it
must have felt like; during the war
you couidn't walk in front of a
window for fear of being shot.

We all lived in a 3-bedroom
apartment with one person sleeping
in the living/dining/common room.
There was no gas, or electricity
(most of time), and water for.
only a couple of hours twice a day.
So the first task when the water
came on at around 6.30 am was to
fill our water bottles and saucepans
to give us enough water to last until
the evening when the water came

on again.

A o
uie

We treated people of all ages; from
a fouryearcld gl to an
eighty-six-year-old man with serious
health problems. They were ali
equally grateful for our time and the
treatments we gave. Our reward
was in seeing the life return to their
eyes as they realised there were
peopie wno cared. in many cases
they would bring a bit of chocolate
as a gift; never have | eaten so
much of it in all my life!
Memories that will stay
with us forever
We all made friends, had many
great and unique experiences and
have memories that will be with us
forever. It was very humbling
experience and certainly made me
realise how lucky | am. | was able’
to add a few Serbo Croat words to
my vocabulary and some friends to

my Christmas card list.

| will be showing my slides at a
special evening in the Speen village
hall and talking about my
experiences more detail. | hope |
will see some of you there. As far
as going back there again - we will
have to see.



SPEEN AND NORTH DEAN GOLF DAY
AT PRINCES RISBOROUGH GOLF CLUB ON MONDAY 15T SEPTEMBER 1997

The Speen versus North Dean Golf Challenge match finally took place, following the challenge from
North -Dean, on Monday 1% September at Princes Risborough Golf Club where 24 golfers enjoyed a
glorious day.

The day commenced at 9 a.m. in the Clubhouse where over a cup of coffee both teams: had the
opportunity of meeting each other in a congenial atmosphere. It was surprising that people who lived in
the same village had not met before in 12-15 years despite living within 300 yards of each other — what a
shame we haven’t got a proper “local”. At 10 a.m. the morning “Texas Scramble” competition was held
over 9 holes with Speen coming out the narrow winners; the team comprising Bob Stupples, John
Codling, Geoff Morris and David Black.

Speen
“Texas Scramble”
Winners

North Dean
“Texas Scramble”
Runners Up

Following an excellent ploughman’s lunch the main “Challenge Trophy” match took place and was won
on this occasion by Speen, the Trophy being presented to Stuart Newman by John Rogers. The Trophy
to be retained until the next match!!
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John Rogers presenting Challenge Trophy to Ivor Beeks (left) being presented with
Stuart Newman Winners prize

The individual winner was Ivor Beeks representing North Dean and the runner up was Keith Rosling
from Speen. Eric Cash from North Dean won the prize for “Nearest the Pin” and Geoff Morris playing
for Speen had no problem in collecting the prize for the “Longest Drive”.

3 e T

Keith Rosling & John Rogers

ER ‘n%aﬁdlnl‘v
S N
e

Geoff Morris (left) — “Longest Drive”

Eric Cash (left)
“Nearest the Pin”

Prize Giving was preceded by a superb three course dinner and Tom Yates, a member of Princes
Risborough Golf Club, was invited as a guest proving to be an excellent after dinner speaker relating
amusing stories to all!

The event proved to be a most enjoyable day out for all participants, concluding at approximately 10 p.m.
with everyone being taken back to their homes by hired mini buses.

It is anticipated that this event will be repeated in the Spring and any golfers who were not able to play in
September are encouraged to contact John Rogers (North Dean) on 01494 562041, or Stuart Newman
(Speen) on 01494 488350 until the 16™ November and 01494 481536 from the 17" November onwards
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Next round of threat to Speen’s Green Belt likely in the spring.

SPRIEN RESIDEBNTS ASSOCIATION
are monitoring the situation

We would extend a warm welcome
to the new residents of Speen, some
having moved into the new cottages
and others arriving as part of the
normal comings and goings of the
village. The Association exists for
everyone in Speen to ensure that
matters affecting the villagers are
considered and represented to those
who make decisions on our behalf.

Over the past few months, the
Association has continued to lobby
Wycombe District Council for a
resolution in respect of the
applications for Speen Store and and
Hillside.

The application to build on the
Green Belt site at Hillside (subject

of an article elsewhere in this issue)
was opposed by the Association and
has since been refused by WDC at

thais An 184k Natshas Q7

natino

€Il meCung on 1w UGloli ~i/.

This, of course, may only be the first
move of the developer to gain
permission. It is likely that an appeal
to the Secretary of State will be
made within the 6 months available.

With regard to the Store site

development, we have continued to

press for a proper resolution of the
vision splay issue to ensure that the
safest access is provided. Now that
the site has become occupied it has
become even clearer that the need to
join up the two lengths of footpath is
essential for the safety of
pedestrians. I believe progress is

being made, bui I am not sure of the
final outcome as the officer in charge
has not been available.

We have also pointed out to WDC
that the parking arrangements to the

front of the Store site development) }2

do not, as promised, prevent parking ~
"end on", so allowing reversing

directly onto the highway. Parking on

the pavement is alsc a concern
raised as it reduces even further the
vision available to oncoming traffic,’
so increasing the liklihood of an

accident.

Lawl %ﬂﬂ’d&/&

Chairman S.R.A.

MAINS WATER CAME QUITE LATE TO SPEEN

Francis Caldwell has researched the history and

speculates on the future

In the crafts tent at the fete there Chilterns, accounting in part for the
were post cards of Speen in the sparsely populated landscape of
past, including some of the ponds woodlands and
in the village. In-addition to the contrasting with the Thames Valley.
present ponds down Water Lane In Speen everyone depended on
and close to what was Plumridge’s rain water collected in butts and
shop there was a pond opposite tanks, and on the ponds for the
the old post office (a photograph of gardens and livestock; there were
which was featured on the cover of some wells in the valleys but not in
a recent SNDN, Ed.) untii about our viliage. '
1935, and another beside

Woodbine Cottage (until the early In retrospect, the years 1935 to
1970's | think). In the nearby 1975 seem an era of abundant,
countryside there were the present cheap, good quality water - taken

H all for granted. Pined water in

sheen

waiike
Neer V

(A=

nanAd  in \A ~ 7=y
ponG in vaGCu, one in b‘,‘ us

1 CArl I 3I\AI 1L LI i FYLAWTE
College Plantation and another at the parishes of Monks Risborough,
Piggots. In what are’ now Moses Princes Risborough, Great and

Platt fields there were a pond and Litile Kimble and Horsenden was
two concreted water collecting initially supplied by the Rural
"basins' which | was told were dew Districts Water Co. Ltd. over this
ponds but which | now think had to area of about ten square miles with
do with the old brick works. a population of less than one
thousand in 1925. Following
agreements with Wycombe Rural
District Council in 1934, the water
Piped water came to Speen in supply was then piped to the hill
1935, following a severe drought in area of Lacey Green, Speen and
1934, when those with water inthe  Hampdens. Two extra
storage tanks helped out boreholes were sunk, 45 miles of
neighbours. Water had always been mains laid, the elevated tower at

Piped water at last...

a commodity to conserve in the Green Hailey built and a low level

reservoir constructed at Whiteleaf.
Expansion of the network continued
even during the second worid war
period of 1938-45. in 1950 the
company was aquired by the Bucks
Water Board, prior to
nationalisation.

Recycling today - back to
rainwater tomorrow?

Since the early 1970’s water has
been drawn more and more from
recycled -supplies, with various

ndditivuae and the vear
aGGiives, aniG uwic yoo

j o
T =
T -

has been in short supply grow
more  frequent, though  with

borehole extraction wisely limited as
in the Hughenden Valley - and
“monsoon” rains from time to time -
the Chiltern streams currently run
again. But now we have the longest
(and it seems the wettest) drought
since the time of George 2nd., so
perhaps the collection of rainwater,
‘and ponds for use as well as
appearance, will feature in the
future, as well as what is now called
the forest garden as was practised
in the past.
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The Walter Rothschild Zoological Museum
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Autumn Lectures - Booking Form

TOUR DE FORCE THEATRE COMPANY

87a HIGH STREET \
TRING. HERTS HP23 4AB \
TEL/FAX: 01442 827934 \

LORNA

Since January 1997, three members of the Tour De Force Theatre Company, Jamgs Harry,
Peter Joucla and Marjorie Stockley have been working to fulfil an ambition to write and

produce a vew musical based on Blackmore's classic novel Lorna Doone.

What are the musical’s unique selling points?

Telephone Number

Lecture Title(s)

1.

LQRNA is an adaptation of a wonderfui novel. It is a perfect story for a musical. It has a

strong plet-line and characters, and its themes of love and war, vengeance, duty, class an
personal pride are no less worthy of exposure to audiences today, than they were when the
story was written a hundred years ago. As far as we are aware there has never been a
commercially produced musical based on this powerful love story.

All three of us share a passion, a determination and a desire to combine our creative energy.

In addition we can call upon a vast amount of professional skills and experience.

A

s Harry is a professional composer whose unique and exciting music can be heard on 20
‘Z::\;xaruallr)}" releazcd albums. LOIENA will be his 4* musical. Cameran Maclutash expressed
interest in his last musical Svengali.
Peter Joucla is a published p! i
as an actor, director and musical director
Marjorie Stockley a graduate of the Guildhall School of M:
70 productions at home and abroad.

in theatre both

, with 10 years

ic and Drama has directed over

is stage, the musical is almost complete. A cast of talented professional actors have been

auditioned and the project is set to preview at the Court Theatre, Pendley, Herts from 4-6

Number of Tickets at £5.00 each

Total Enclosed

Pleasc return this form with remittance to :
Admissions Desk,
The Walter Rothschild Zoological Museum

December 1997. We are writing to you in the hope you can support our venture in some way.

s We would like you to come and see the show. We want your feedbaclf and your comments.
After December LORNA will be revised for a future London prod.uct{on Wg believe that
good musicals are not written but re-written. Your assessment of it will be vital to us.

s We are most importantly looking for funding and would therefore welcome any ﬁnan_ciz!
support in helping LORNA become an established show. If you feel that you would like to
share in our vision, piease contact one of us on the numbers detailed below so we can

Akeman Street, T ring, Herts. HP23 6AP

T )
Please make chegues payal

ble to:

discuss what benefits sponsorship may have for you - complimentary tickets, publicity,
client entertainment etc.

Look forward to hearing from you soon
Kind regards

James Harry - 01296-662658

Peter Joucla -
Marjorie Stockley - 01494-488101

The Natural History Muscum ( Tring)

3ist October
“An Evening of Bats”
by Dr Clemency Fisher

Dr Clemency Fisher, Curator of Birds and Mammals, The National

M of M ide, is a co-founder of the M and West
Lancashire Bat Group and Deputy Regional Representative for the Bat
Conservation Trust. Clem combines her curatorial act with active
ficld work and has a particular interest in the historical aspects of natural
history. She has travelled widely on museum and conservation projects,
notably to Australia, the US and the Maldives,

Clem’s talk will start with an introduction to the world of bats - What are
they ? What bats do we have ? Where do bats live ? Do they really get in
your hair ? How do they find their food ? How do we find them ? How do
we protect them ? Clem’'s talk will also describe bats as seen by different
cultures at different times,

7th November
“200 Years of Britain’s Birds”
by Bob and Ass Scoix
Bob has recently retired after 37 years (not 200) with the RSPB, working
within the Reserves , in a distingui: inating i
his appointment as Head of Reserves Management.
bird watcher and contributor to county hird reports.

career

g in
Bob is an enthusiastic

In his retirement Bob edits the “News & comments” column for British
Birds and is Vice-President of the British Ormithologists’ Union. He is

also involved in leading bird tours and lecturing in many countries from
Argentina to Rwanda.

Ann Scott , who gave us an interesting and entertaining talk on her work
as Senior Wildlifs Adsy i RSPB iwo years ngo, makes 2
welcome retum in partnership with Bob to add her own knowledge and
experience to what promises to be a splendid double act. Ann and her
team at RSPB have answered up to 40,000 enquiries about birds each year
- making an immense contribution to helping members of the Socicty.

Ladies Breakfasts

18th October Marie Biggin t.b.c.

Holding together a family
facing cancer

24th January Mary Kissell

Coping with trauma

16th May Jackie Cray
Children's cuiture today

Mens' Breakfasts

20th September Dr Ted Williams

Trends in Public health
and their implications

6th December John Pressdee t.b.c.

Feedback from the gre

21st March Paddy Mallon t.b.c.
God at work today?

13th June Prof Sir Ghillean Prance

Are science and
Christianity compatible?

-827934
e ] September 1997

Lth November
“A

phei’s Year - Part2”

by Ernie Janes

Follawing his prize winning
competition last year Ernic has
life of a wildlife photographer,
received and we are delig!

Photographer of the Year
ecd (o give us a further insight into the
previous talk was enihusiastically

that he has agreed to return.

Emic, who lives near Berkhamsted, i

low of the Royal Photographic
Photographic Club, He has
photographed animals in Kenya, The Gambia, Florida, India, Turkey, Iran
and Afghanistan (and of course UK 1). He has provided illus
numerous books and is a regular contributor to all the leads
countryside magazines.

21st November
“Tring and The Edible Dormoase”
by Dr Pat Morris

Pat has become a regular contributor to our lecturs serivs and never fails to
provide a superb evening. As an academic he has stiniciated gencrations of
students of natural history at Royal Holloway, at undergraduate and post
graduate leveis, and he is on British Mammals. He has
researched on hedgehogs, dormice, watervole and red squirrel and recently
began pilot studies of the cdible dormouse Glis glis. In this talk he will give
us some of the preliminary results of the Glis &lis work.

Pat is a consultant on BBC radio and TV programmes and landscape and
logi site and impact torisati
measures. He has published widely in scientific Jjournals and mapazines and
of four books.

Pat has served on many committees inciuding The National Trust
Conscrvation Advisory Panel, Scientific Advisory Committee of the Jersey
Wildlife Preservation Trust and was Chairman of The Mammal Society
from 1991-97.
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OPEN AFTERNOON

. The Governors of

SPEEN CHURCH OF ENGLAND FIRST SCHOC

warmly welcome prospective pupils and accompanied adults
1:30 TO 2:45 “a
WEDNESDAY 19th NOYEMBER 2
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Here is a report from Megan on recent activities organised by
the North Dean Village Hall committee.

A big THANK YOU to aii who have supported events that have taken place in North Dean this year.

Your village hall committee work hard to arrange a variety of events and aciivities for all tastes (fo that end any suggestions

gratefully received).

Our lunchtime barbecues are a great success - extendi
mention the wine and beer provided, with soft drinks for

own local dairy?

The Midsummer Dance, held at Pigotts, was certainly one of the
rachel Wheeler Robinson for generously providing the venue for

committee.
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About 45 people attended the Race Night on Octol
day fterrible pun, Megan). Shouts of "come on number...

cay (o

between the two presenters has to be seen an

village who turn up trumps every year - thank you, folks!

Future events:

ng almost to tea time. The food is great (as is the company) not to
the children. And where would we be without the ice cream from our

highlights of the year. Once again our thanks o Nick and
this event, aiso Pigotis band. Food was provided by the

ber 11th. | think there must have been quite a few hoarse voices the next
« hounced off the walls. This is a great fun evening and the banter
d heard to be believed! We are lucky to have a number of sponsors in the

* November 29th Beetle Drive. * November 20th Mid-day Bridge Session. * Docember 18t (7.30) Annusl Village Sodial

‘ Evening.

Looking ahead: * August 8th 1998 NORTH DEAN FETE.
'm sure that they'll all be a roaring success, SO see you there.

Leaflets will be posted. Please contact your local committee member for more information.

Mogan Chinn

suspends

subsidy

to Speen And North Dezan

News.But continues to subsidise the three other publications

the Parish.

Today, 31st October, | received a copy of the
Hughenden Council Minutes covering a
recent meeting of their Finance Commiitee.
Here is a quote from those minu

"Clir Mrs Leflaive stated she was concerned
about Hughenden Velley getting £160
between them for 2 newsletters. The N. Dean
one is only a small part of the Speen and N.
Dean News sheet and she feit it was very
exiravagent. Ciir Mrs Leflaive feit that as
Speen is not in our Parish, the North Dean
element should be inciuded in the
Hughenden Valley newsletter. Clir Davies
proposed that we hold back the Speen and
North Dean News cheque for one month to
get further information. This was agreed. Clir
White abstained because he did not see why
this Parish should be influenced by what
anoiher Parish does or does not do.”

T
Aik

Editor’s response:

Speen and North Dean are iwo small
communities situated close together along
ihe same stretch of minor road and they have
been sodially linked for many generations.
The Speen and Norih Dean News is doing its
bit to foster and reflect that relationship to the
beneffit of boin villages. Norih Dean residents
requested that they be included when our
newsletter was started 12 issues ago by
people attending the church which lies
between the two communities and which is
z_attended by people from both of them. This
is & democracy and people associate freely,
they do not need fo be dictated to by this or
that councillor elected to represent some
other village.

t personally tink that the Hughenden coundil
is wise in its overali policy of providing smail
subsidies for the four village publications
within its Parish as they all no doubt help to
aid a community spirit in each location.
Obviously it would be Inequitable fo
subsidise, albeit modestly, three of these
publications but not the fourth. It should be
an easy calculation fo work out a fair
distribution according io popuiation being
served within any particular village.

As editor of this particular newsletter | have ‘

concentrated on producing it and | was
unaware that no similar subsidy was being
made by Lacey Green Parish, where three
quarters of our readers live. This is an
‘anomaly we will try to have remedied.
Meanwhile, may | say that we make best use
of what very litfle money comes our way and
we would not have survived the past year
without, for example, the very small profit
‘taken by Princes Risborough Upper School
who do our copying. Our adveriising revenue
has lately been reduced and so we can
barely afford to forego any other monies. So |

hope that Hughenden will be kind enough to

restore some contribution and that Lacey

Green will assist us in additior.

| have to say how disappointed | am with the
attitude taken by Councillor Mrs Lefiaive; it's
_penny-pinching, unkind and inappropriate to
the good morale and best interefs of the
various communities within the Parish. Village
life isn't just about lraffic-calming and dog
Joos, important though they undoubtedly are.
I recall about a year or so ago it was

reported in the focal press that Mrs Leiaive
was bying fo undermine her Own vilage
publication through having it tiny subsidy
removed, almost seeming to imply suspicion
of a lack of financial integrity on the part of its
editor - a person seemingly possessed ofa
sense of humour about it.. Ed.

PLEASE!! PLEASE!!
Next time you are having
a clear-out and don’t know
what to do with old blankets,
shoes, coats, clothes, eic.,
(for children and aduiis},
please give me a ring and we
will have them re: -cycied for
reputable charities who will
distribute them at home and
abroad. [Telephone Olivia Cowan

on 486766 1o arrange coilection.

The editor apoiogises to readers for
the tiny print used on this page.
Even with 44 pages this time, we
nevertheless ran out of space!
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LES NOUVEAUX DE JUMELAGE Twinning Association aim
2 8 = to recruit more from Speen
A

It’s been some time since there was anything about twinning in the Speen and North Dean News (hereafter identified as SNDN),
and we wouldn’t like the residents of Speen to think that they had been forgotten. One minor problem is that T don’t normally see
a copy of SNDN because I don’t live in Speen, nor do any other present committee members, nudge, nudge.

The Lacey Green Parish Twinning Association is still very much alive, in its 16th year. However, we would like to see more new
recruits from Speen, especially from those of you who are relatively recent arrivais, or are in the younger age group (say, 5 to 30).
Joining is quite painless. We simply extract money, £2.50 for individual membership or £5 for a family including children under
18. If you don’t already know what twinaing is about, ask an existing member or call me on 01844 344975, e e

‘T'winmers Martin and Marjorie Stockley, from Coleheath Bottom.

T, wrels, .
e do welcoime new

Some of our recent activities this year include the following. The visit from Hambye took place in May, when we had excelient
weather for a change, giving us a weekend that everyone enjoyed. It was especially pleasing to have Georges Pigace, the new
Mayor of Hambye, making his first visit outside France. The tour of Woburn Abbey and the trip along the Grand Union Canal both
proved to be very popular. Allan Ryder’s pipe band entertained us on the Saturday afternoon in the Black Horse car patk. We
managed (just) to retain the Jeux sans Fronticres shield. The visit ended in the evening with a pig roast at the Home of Rest for
Horses.

Three of us represented the Association in Hambye at the annual Féte de la Liberation last July. This year, many of the Hambyots
dressed up in old Norman costume, and a mock Norman wedding was held on the Sunday afterncon. Hambve is now the home of
several British families, although T am not aware that anyone from Speen has yet taken up residence there. We were offered a
fouse in the village for about £25,000 (plus my commission, of course). John and Lavinia Bevington who have been in Hambye for
5 or 6 years say that it now feels like home. They run the B & B spot at La Rairie, just out of the village centre along the main
road towards Caen. If's a pleasant place to stay if you are travelling through Normandy. (I cven have the “phone number,

somewhere).

In Septemiber, we had a successiul second barbecue at the Pink and Lily, with 31 people turning up for a very pleasant and non-
arduous evening.

We propose to send a team of 10 to represent LGPTA at the Wingrave quiz on Saturday 29 November. Let ime know if you would
like to participate. We will be running our ewn quiz on Saturday 17 January in the Lacey Green viliage hall, and we want io have
twelve teams of 8 each. We are hoping to have teams from Wingrave, possibly the Marlow Twinning Association, as well as local
teams.

During the past few months, under the auspices of the Wycombe District Council, we have had semi-formal meetings with the
other twinning associations in the Council area, and it'is proposed to continue these in the future. It is interesting to know how
other similar associations operate and we hope to obtain some useful ideas. Marlow is particularly active, with 8 or 9 different
organisations in the town having their own twinning exchanges, including a regular petanque competition. It would be good if ot

local village organisations could get involved with their French counterparts in a similar way. If anyone is interested in this idea,
let us know and we will do what we can to help set it up. Don’t be put off by our inability to set up an exchange of names,

photographs etc between the Speen pre-school and its counterpart in Hambye.

Our AGM in May was notable for the almost total absence of Twinners other than those on the committee. We are unsure whether
this meant:

o) mamhora trgt 4 iHoo 1 it
) members trust the committee implicitly

~

(b) the free booze was insufficiently advertised

(C) {here was 1o entertainment other than the opportunity to throw eggs etc. {not provided in the package, however).

(d) it wasn’t held in Speen

(e) some other reason (your suggestions are invited but no prize is being offered!)
Nevertheless, we are happy to reassure readers that the meeting was held correctly with only one change in the committee, Bob
Torrest standing down as Hon. Sccretary. Subscquently, Pat Williams was co-opted back on to the committee and has taken on the

job of Secretary.

Phillipe Lehodey, a former President of our twin village, has recently become the proud Dad of a brand new daughter. Phillipe is
also well known for his trumpet playing with the Hambye band.

A bientot

Tony Molesworth



So near fo being saved...

A desperate attempt to
rescue an injured badger.

wondered  what
at about six

was
on

Iif  you
happening

Thursday evening, 18th September, |

around the bottom of the King

William yard - George and | were &

chasing an injured badger, along
with Mike Collard from the Bucks
Badger Group.

George was dead-heading petunias
at the gate (as usual) when a young
badger came running up the grass
verge. On seeing George, the
badger dashed into our garden.
George could see it was injured on

its back as it ran across the lawn to'

hide behind the shed.

As the badger seemed settled we
phoned Mike Collard on a number |
had always kept under "Badger
Rescue".
from work and he soon arrived with
pole which had a
noose on the end. After moving the
pile of wood from behind the shed,

‘where he was hiding, the badger,
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of course, rushed out in the A week later the badger was
opposite direction to Mike, tearing spotted still foragaing but limping
past me and pushing through our quite badly. Mike felt that if we had
hedge into next door. It then caught it he could have had its

F $~

proceeded to run through various wound treated and then returned

gardens, criss-crossing the road
with us following, franticaily waving

:at the traffic.

Twice Mike got the noose around

its head, but it twisted free. The last
;iWe saw it was running down Chapsl.

Mike's wife called him'

Hill into the gardens of Tara and

The Biggleswade Barn - with Mike,

George and myself rushing after it
with an empty dustbin, stick etc,
madiy out of breath and upset at

H 4
having lost it!

this badger to the wild. If anyone
did find it, would they piease phone

B H O e Sl
either Mike on 01494 856208 or the

police or RSPCA. Mike always likes
to hear of any badgers found
injured or dead as the Badger
Group keeps records of aii these
things.

gﬂf&f&k& Boettor
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Update
The injured badger has been

About a week after hearing of
Catherine Butler's injured badger at
their house on Hampden Road |
was pleased to ses it one night at
around 11.30 on Chapel Hill. From
the car | waiched as a badger
rummaged in and out of many of

the gardens on either side e

road. It had a significant limp with
an injury apparent on his back left
leg, but he did not seem unduly

about the close proximity of my car.

seen alive since ifs meeting with Kath

Other villagers have reporied
daylight viewing of a badger in their
_gardens along Coleheath Bottom
and in Abbotswood, so keep your

o naaslad

8Yes peeied.
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The Speen and North Dean Mother and Toddler Group

meet each Tuesday morning between t

en and

quarter

to twelve at North Dean Village Hall.

Nothing much to report really, only

to say that we've said goodbye

(or,hopefully, only au revoir) to one ,

or two of our regulars over the past
few months, which is always sad.
However, I'm pleased to welcome
all the new mums and and toddlers
to our group.

Siﬁbe !as:t | wre*e we've had two
trips out, one to Bekonscot Model
Village on a very wet day in May -

not that anyone seemed to mind.

Our second outing, much closer to
home, was a visit to Speen
Pre-School, which _prov_ed most

. Thank you Mrs Schollar for inviting

us.

gﬁ‘&?} gﬂWIﬁﬂ



30 "CLOSURE OF SPEEN SCHOOL" Just a newspaper "scare story”
says Peter Symonds.

A recent newspaper report referred
to Speen school as one of a
number of small schools whose
future was under scrutiny. However,
this "scare story", which usually
appears every five years or So,
failed to give a true picture of the
satatus of Speen school.

Popular

The school has this year accepted
an intake of fifteen children, which
is the maximum allowed. The
school is therefore still in high
demand and many of its children
have younger siblings waiting to
follow on; many of these having
already been registered. Families
new to the village, with young
children, should ensure that they
too are registered for Spesn schoot
at the earliest opportunity.

Wycombe parents opt for
Speen school

In High Wycombe, several first
schools have been merged,
creating huge establishments, and
many parents are happy to drive to
Speen to gain the acknowleged
educational benefit of a small
school in a particularly attractive
setting. Given this background it is
unlikely that demand for places at
Speen school will fall.

Not owned by Council

The newspaper article also did not
indicate that Speen school is not
owned by the County Council. The
grounds and the buildings are in
fact owned by the Diocese. So

“whereas in other cases the sites of

closed schools may become
available for redevelopment, this
would not be the case in Speen.
Furthermore, the Diocese has a
high regard for Speen school and
the type of educational environment,
that it provides.

Speen school gets
good report

During the past year, despite the
turmoil  created by  nursery
vouchers, the school achieved a
very favourable report from the
Offsted inspectors, reflecting well
on the efforts of the teachers and
the school governors. In conclusion,
SPEEN SCHOOL IS THRIVING AND
WILL CONTINUE TO THRIVE FOR
MANY YEARS TO COME.

How would we manage without our Village Hali¢...

..Speen Village Eall,

The many clubs and associations
using the hali on a regular basis
reflect the variety of interests that
involve the villagers. These include
Parish Council meetings, Post
Office, Pre-school, Table Tennis, WI,
Horticultural  Society, Men's and
Ladies’ Breakfasts, Musical events,
"Village Pub’ evenings, Village Quiz

evening, Art Classes, Polling
Staticn, Lace Days, Christmas
Fayre and various functions

organised by private individuals efc.

And for example, in the dark wintry
days of last January we had a Jazz
Eveningwhen one of our village
friends, Martin  Hart,

o centre for so many activities says Stan Bale.

in March, Bucks Conservation
Voiunteers used the hall as their

base while supervising the village '

working party which tidied up the
Studridge Lane pond.

In April we had first the Horticultural
Sogiety Spring Show, then Peter
Symonds presented his "Serengeti
Safari" during the following week.

‘On May 1st the hall was used as &
_Poliing Station for the General and’

County Elections.

in June, Pre-school (who use the

‘hall each weekday morning) held a
brought First Aid Course. In Novemebr they
togsther some of his friends from will be holding a

photographic

the jazz world and gave us @& session for the chiidren.

wonderful evening of jazz music.

occasions was that

in July the hall was open and.
One of several successful private emptied of its contents,
in February chairs etc, which were used on the

tables and

when Catherine and George Butler Playing Field for the Summer Fete.
celebrated their Ruby Wedding Also in July Jan Stevens began her
Anniversary - in the very hall where Art Course.

they had their Wedding Breakfast in

1857.

‘Residents Association for

Also, in late July, the WI provided
teas at the village hall for the many
visitors who came to Speen for the
Horticultural Society’s *Open
Gardens Day."

In August the WI provided their
Annual Lunch for the senior citizens.

The Village Quiz took place on 17th
October and Lace Day the following

-week

The hall was used by the Bucks
Housing Association and the Speen
their
respective meetings in connection

‘with Village Shop and Social

Housing project.

A date for your diary is November
29th when the Annual Christmas
Fayre will take place. This, together
with the Quiz and Lace Day will be
used to raise funds for the upkeep
of the Village Hall, which, as you

- can see, is so important to our
" village life.



Jeanne Hanford regrets...
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NO BONFIRE AND FIREWORKS THIS YEAR!

The Speen Playing Field
committee reluctantly decided at
their recent meeting that they will
be unable to put on the Bonfire
and Fireworks pariy this year.

Too many obstacles

We are sorry to break with tradition,
but unfortunately there were just too
many obstacies io overcome at one
time. The first hitch appeared earlier
Environmental Services Department
revealed that we would have to
completely recrganise the
arrangements of
fireworks/bonfire/safety areas efc.
on the field in order to comply with
their advice on ensuring the safsty
of buildings in the vicinity of the
field. We had, in the past, followed
the advice given by the High
Wycombe Fire Service, whose
prime concern was undersiood o
be the safely of the pubiic.
However, the suggested
rearrangement which would allow
the required area of fall-out zone
behind the firework display would
mean siting the firework dispiay in a
different place. As a consequence,
a larger area of the fieid, including
the bonfire site, would have to be
taped off from the public; possible
but complicated.

‘themn. The Playing Field is an

. Key organisers unavailable

‘Organising the whole event takes

up quite a lot of time and however
much one tries to delegate (as any
who have been involved in this kind
of event will know) there always has
to be a "key person' to pull the
whole thing together. Unfortunately
our key peopie of the past few
vears just couid not make ihe time
to take on the job this year. Since
knowing that there wouid one day
be a shop again, there had been a
collective sigh of relief that at last
there would be somewhere central
to sell tickets; but, alas, even that
was not to be this year, as we
heard, about a month or so ago,
that the shop would not be open
for business in time.

New volunteers wanted soon

Some of our committee members’

have been involved with the Playing
Field for ten years or more, and at
the AGM in the spring of 1998,
several will be stepping down in
order to move onto other things
and 1o - quite rightly - make way for
other peopie to come in with new
ideas and enthusiasm. So we need
new volunteers to join our
committee; please would you
seriously consider being one of

asset

‘belonging to us all, even those of
us who may never step on it from
one fete day to the next.

The under-fives play area...
...now has a littie house bought with
the proceeds from Fun Day. Thank
you very much for your support
with this venture. The Pre-school
children have made good use of
their new outdoor safe area and
Pre-school are hoping o carry on
using it throughout the autumn and
probably the winter too. We would
be grateful if you could kindly
discourage chiidren oider than five
from paying with the equipment in
this area.

The Fortnightly Draw

new volunteer needed
As you may know, this has been
one of our main sources of income,
adding over £500 a year profit to
the funds. There are eight collectors
who go around the village collecting
dindividuai subscriptions once each
‘year. We are very grateful to them
and owe them a huge THANK YOU,
as without them the Draw could not
exist.

The present bookkeeper Wwhio
‘records all their collections and
‘organises the fortnightly prizes -
which, for convenience saks, are
done on a monthly basis - has:
been doing the job for about eight

years and would like to step down

Bob Johnston reports om a time when some North
Dean allotments seemed to have their own unique

A BB S B

system of central heating - by accident.

As a child, Denis Hill lived in a
house at North Dean called the
Turmnery. The fields behind the
house were the village alloiments.

One winter's day he noticed a
steady stream of smoke arising
from cracks in the ground. His
parents arranged to have a digger
in to find the source of the smoke.

The top soil was removed revealing
smouldering sawdust below which

then burst into flame

upon :iron, so dating this cottage factory

exposure to the air. It was a huge:at about 1820 - 1840). As a boy, -
former saw-pit which, heing over Denis found fragments of these
twenty yards long, was capable of wheels in the shed.

holding four or five pit; sawyers
Perhaps they (The

working together.

implication that this old.

thought that firing the pit would ' saw-pit may have been gently

dispose of the

accumulated . smouldering for several decades at

sawdust when the pit ceased being least does not surprise me, given

used.

the same phenomenon with many
disused rubbish tips elsewhere,

The back shed once held a shaft of Ed.)

ten or twelve pulley wheels (of cast
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97/05622
97/05628
97/05724

97/05674
97/05804

97/05992

Jijvesoa

97/06078
97/06097
97/06237
97/06378
97/06399
97/06430

DECISIONS:-
97/05124
97/05332
97/05622
97/05674
97/05628
97/05503
97/05326
97/

97706078

06097

97/06517
97/06399
97/05992
97/06430

SPEEN PLANNING APPLICATIONS

1 Woodland View - Fell one tree

The Manse, Hampden Road - Fell two trees

Speen Caravan Site - Resite three caravans and provision for two

extra caravans

Ashton, Studridge Lane - Extensions and garage
Maple Cottage, Grubbins Lane - Side extension
Brambly Hedge, Studridge Lane - Side extension
2 Woodview Drive - Side extension

Studdridge, Studridge Lane - Side extension

Bakery Cottage, Chapel Hill - Rear extension and Dormer

Driftway House, Coleheath bottom - Garage
The Manse, Hampden Road - Fell tree
5 St Peter's Close - Conservatory

Ploughshare, Flowers Bottom - Attached Garage

[N

Speen Stores - Removal on Condition 1
Halcyon, Cottage Farm Way - Garden Shed
Rosebank Cottage, Chapel Hill - Erect new house
14- Abbottswood - 2 Dormer Windows

Treetops, Chapel Hill - New triple garage
Wayside, Hampden Road - Rear Extension

1 Woodland View - Fell tree

Ashton, Studridge Lane - Rear Extension

The Manse, Hampden Road - Fell tree

George Farm - Double Garage

Pye Cottage, Chapel Hill - New Garage
Studdridge, Studridge Lane - New Extension

2 Woodview Drive - Side Extension

Speen Stores - Removal of Condition 12

The Manse, Hampden Road - Tree Works

Brambly Hedge, Studridge Lane - Side Extension

5 St Peter's Close - Consefvatory

Window

from planning application

Permitted
Permitted
Permitted
Permitted
Permitted
Permitted
Permitted
Permitted
Permitted
Permitted
Permitted
Permitted

Permitted



33

DECISIONS OF WYCOMBE DISTRICT COUNCIL
97/06378 Driftway House, Coleheath Bottom - New Garage Permitted

97/06237 Bakery Cottagé, Chapel Hill - New Extension Permitted

Application No 97/06870 - Speen Caravan Site - Replace existing Mobile Homes with
five detached houses, garages and new entrance road. This application was considered
by Lacey Green Parish Council at their meeting on 17 September 1997 and the following
comments have been submitted to the Wycombe District Council Planning Committee:-

The site is in open countryside on a prominent situation on the hillside. It is

in the Green Belt, in an area of outstanding natural beauty and outside the perimeter
of the village. The Structure Plan precludes any form of residential development
under these circumstances.

A previous application for residential development of part of the site has already
been refused on appeal (Ref T/APP/K0425/A/87/076249/P4). To use the site for houses
would set a dangerous precedent for use of land within the village which has recently
been refused on appeal. There is no local need for this type of development as

A ¥ B oL T {
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staled Dy the Inspector in paragraph 9 of the Appeal T/APP/K0425/A/90/171836/P3. P

No sewer facilities exist in the area.

the Application. dﬂ§4f
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For these reasons our Council strongly oppose
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Early in 1997, Lacey Green Parish Council discussed what kind of celebration should
take place within the Parish for the forthcoming Millenium. The whole country
would be celebrating in some form to commemorate the year 2000. It was felt that
Lacey Green and Speen should each undertake their own celebrations as separate
villages. As Lacey Green is proposing to build a new village hall, this will form

tha haciec af +hair Al vatq Ac Ay ¢ Snpan ie ~nan STave ihl m £
LI DaS1SsS 07 Thnely chebluulcn. As far as speen 1is concernea, PCSS1DiYy sGme 7orm

of celebration could be organised during the summer of 2000. Actually, the next
century commences on 1 January 2001, so any dispute as to the exact date would

not arise. The Council did have an offer from a resident in Speen to organise

an event and further preliminary discussions would be taking place at the

Parish Council's next meeting. No doubt in the very near future when the Council

has a few definite proposals to put forward, a full meeting of the village organisations

could be called and hopefully a Millenium Committee could be set up, probably on

the same lines as the organisation for the 1977 Silver Jubilee. The matter of
funding immediately comes to mind and the Parish Council would of course investigate

Vurie ur < 4 v

all channels of available monies from sources outside the village. i
Don White

Wendy says "thanks everyone” for helping Rebecca

Rebecca (Whitehead) and her family moved back to Yorkshire in August.’

Cn behalf of her parenis, David and Nicky, and myself, | would like to sincerely thank everyone
who helped with Rebecca’s programme. Although her progress has been slow, she has benefitted

from the daily exercises and stimulation from all her adopted Aunties.

Thank you all so very much.

%@ %’f& - Rebecca’s Carer.
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“Time Qut” for Parents

Well, that is what we hoped it would be - a bit of space and
time in the week for Mum’s (and Dad’s if any had been about) to
focus our minds on the rearing of our off-spring.

Twelve to fifteen of us have been meeting each Wednesday at the
church to discuss areas of parenting such as “Building self-

- esteem’; “Setting loving limits™ and “Making our kids street-
wise”: not to mention “Top 10 tips for keeping sane as a parent”!! We have explored ideas and
experiences together, gaining support and encouragement as we have recognised our own
strengths and weaknesses and found that we are not alone after all.

I am sure that all of you parents out there will recognise what a complex and challenging job we
face as we seek to train our youngsters for the complex world that is our society. It has been a
privilege to take part in such a lively and pro-active group of people. I wish you all the very best

as your children grow and develop.

The material we used came from “Positive Parenting” and is designed for use by “non-experts”
in a workshop / discussion style of meeting. ;

Further one-off sessions are pianned for the future -
¢ next week the Dad’s of this group will meet to cover material under the heading
“Are you there, Dad?”
s in the spring we hope to cover the sessions for
¢ “Single parents” and
¢ “Living with teeriagers”.
Look out for information next year.

If you missed this five week course, we will be running it again - so don’t worry - just make sure
you spot the posters!

By the way - none of it would have been possible without the army of Creche helpers - You
know who you are - Many, iany thanks to each of you. ..

Village Lunch Club

The Speen and North Dean Good Neighbours

i

have come up with an idea which might appeal to you.'

Weuld you like to get together with friends once a fertnight?

The Tranquillity Centre

Offers a peaceful setting nestling in the Chiltern Hills
Where the body and soul can be renewed

Hot snack lunch provided!

(Bring your own wine or beer).

Offering: Massage, Reflexology, Reiki, Indian Head Massage
Healing and Counselling
Regular courses being offered in self development & discovery

) Phone for details: 01494 488389
A therapists are members of The Guild Of Complementary Practitioners

The venue would be the meeting room above the new Speen Stores.

For details phone Gloria on 488420.
AT




Fete day turned into a lovely balmy late afternoon and people
just lingered in groups savounng the occasion.

1997 Speen Fete
"Never was a maypole so
vigorously danced round. 4

2

g § sy f b

o= §| e

s J o

-

NOTHING IS MORE PRECIOUS THAN YOUR EYESIGHT
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FOR PROF;ESSIONAL EYE CARE CONSULT:

I EAE‘(F BOOTH

OPTOMETRIST
120 STATION ROAD
CHINNOR
TEL. 01844 361864

EYE CARE FOR ALL THE FAMILY

£op & g

their numbers down

Foxps feed on rabbits and helD to keep

|
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JOHN N BISHOP GARDEN MAC HINERY

40 London Road, Amersham, Buckinghamshire

D Rt RS N % B W)

SALES, SERVICE & HIRE
PART EXCHANGE
DISCOUNT ON NEW MACHINERY

HAYTER, STIHL, MOUNTFIELD ATCO, HONDA etc..

, £ BB N4

SPARES FOR ALL MAKES
CALOR GAS STOCKIST

: Credlt Card Facnhtles VISA ACCESS, AMERICAN EXPRESS etc...
TEL: (01494) 726909 or (01494) 562512

WESLA Q.
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THE OLD PLOW BISTRO AND RESTAURANT AT SPEEN
Autumn/Winter Bistro Menu

Starters |

Provencale fish and shellfish soup with rouille, crackers and parmesan cheese £3.95
" Avocado, cream cheese and fresh paw paw salad £6.95
Melon and giant prawns with Marie Rose sauce £6.95
Oak smoked Scotch salmon platter £7.95
Avocado, brie and tomato salad £6.95
Home-made duck and pork terrine with sweet mustard fruits £4.95
Char-grilled baby squid with rocket salad and fresh parmesan £5.95
Farmhouse cheese selection with crudites and grapes £4.95
Smoked chicken and fresh pineapple salad £6.95

Main Courses

Grilled breast chicken with Malayan fish and coconut chutney, tossed salad and pitta
v bread £8.95
Linguine pasta with wild mushrooms and sauce Napolitan £8.95
Scotch salmon with lemon butter and wild mushrooms sauce £8.95%

Grilled calf’s liver with bacon and onion preserve £9.95%
Hot ratatouille tart with beurre blanc sauce and mixed salad £8.95
Roasted breast of duck with gooseberry and beetroot chutney £11.95%

New seasons’ rack English lamb with apricot and mango chutney £1 1.95*
Char-grilled Buccleuch Scotch rib steak with Provencale tapenade £12.95*
Grilled Scottish scallops with bacon, lemon butter sauce and rocket salad £1 1.95*
15 doz. Mediterranean prawns with Marie Rose sauce £9.95
Grilled fillet of loin of veal with wild mushroom, port and sour cream sauce £10.95*

OLD PLOW SPECIALS

Old Plow marinaded salmon with seed mustard and honey sauce (Gravadiax) £7.95
Char-grilled fresh monkfish Nicoise with egg,haricot beans £6.95/£9.95
Fish and shellfish Bouillabaise with lobster sauce £9.95
Char-grilled fresh monkfish orientale with oyster sauce and salad leaves£9.95
1, cold fresh Devon lobster with mango salad and new potatoes £12.95
1, hot fresh Devon lobster with lemon butter sauce, new potatoes and tossed salad £12.95
New seasons’ grouse, roasted with a sour cream and port wine sauce £14.95%

All dishes are subject to availability. Prices are inclusive of VAT but not service and are
correct at the time of going to press
A separate dessert menu is also available
* = Dishes are served with fresh vegetables

THE OLD PLOW BISTRO AND RESTAURANT AT SPEEN, FLOWERS BOTTOM,
SPEEN. FOR RESERVATIONS TEL. 01494 488300




Bernard Wheeler Robinson 1904 - 1997 Physicist with a

passionate love of music
Nicholas Wheeler Robinson writes affecticnately of his father.

My father moved to North Dean in
order to be able to pursue his
lifelong hobby and passion -
organising amateur music. In 1963
he was about to retire
(professionally he was a physicist)
and the Berkshire farm buildings he
had used for 30 years for his "Music
Camps" were threatened by the
plans for the M4. Pigoils was ihe
perfect answer - no piped water, no
mains drainage and sufficiently run
down for us to afford; with a couple
of old barns and a couple of fields;
no unmusical neighbours to annoy
and 35 miles from London - it
wouid make a new home for
"Camp".

Dean for a third of acentury, and
came to be North Dean’s oldest
resident. Living on top of the hill,
having so many friends from
London and with his passion for
music making, he played little part
in local activities, particularly after
the death of his second wife
Elizabeth, twenty vears ago.
Activities at Pigoftts, musical and
educational, grew and flourished
around him, with many friends
organising varied occasions - bui all
within my father's long established
principles: that people come
together as friends, sharing the
work and the cost of each
enterprise, wity none to be paid and
none to make money from it. In this
way, over the years, most of the
building, maintenance and garden

work at Pigotts has been
undertaken by "working parties" of
‘Campers and other friends - from
the "Main Barn" (65" x 40) to the
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in his mid-eighties met, quite
unexpectedly, a girl friend from his
early youth! In the "Singing Barn"
were photographs of my father from

‘involved in "construction" - he was

plumbing. My father enjoyed being 1905 (aged 1) to this year, and,
albums from past Music Camps,
nearly 75 when he fell off a roof and many long before "Pigotts".
and then climbed straight back up
again..a definiet stage in his.
recuperation from his hip
operations was when he first got Monteverdi and Bachwith the
back on a roof ladder. Sadly, _chosen orchestra, and the sclos too
gradually his hearing began to fail sung by old friends. As requested,
and his last few years he could there was no applause, but a brief
neither make music nor much enjoy: warm appreciation of "Bernard"
listening to it. followed and then there was tea
and cake - and yet more gossip.

In July my father died, peacefully at

Pigotts. On October 4th we held a During that afternoon many friends
gathering in his memory, t0 do walked across the fields and down
music he had chosen - the Bach to the Speen graveyard VvhereI at
"Magnificat’ and the Monteverdithe highest point, my father lies
"Ave Maria Steila’. On that day puried between two  other

In mid afternoon the great choir - of
260 sang the wonderiul music of

narrow lane, of all ages, from all Eric Gill and Eddie Nuttgens, and
over Britain, from Holland, from'with his beloved wife Elizabeth.
Zimbabwe, even from F\usi:raiia, Thelr wooden “gravestone" was
enroute to Denmark. One had been made for Elizabeth by my father
at the very first Music Camp in and his, new, inscription was cut by
1927, many came to Camp 30, 40°the grandson of Eric Gill's
or 50 years ago; there were colleague here, the great letter
children of Music Campsrs, and cutter Laurie Gibb. The inscription
grandchildren, active at - Pigolts gnds: “Creator of Music Camp".
nowadays. To our great good

fortune it was a golden October
day, and we did not need the hired
marquees. At lunch time a huge
happy picnic overflowed from the
courtyard onto the field, rich with
reminiscence and gossip, and
meeting old frignds. One trumpeter

Hichotas Wheelor Fobinson
 October 7997

DIARY OF COMING EVENTS

November:

7th. Lecture, Tring Museum, "200 Years Of British Birds". 12th. "Alpha Course", Baptist Chapel
(Andy Gower 488758). 14ih. Lecture Tring Museum, "Wildiife Photography". 15th. School, "Seventies
Revisited" (Peter Symonds 488016). 18th. "Alpha Course" (Andy Gower). 18th.School "Open
Afternoon’20th.N.Dean, Hall, Lunchtime “Fun Bridge" (Gloria Holmes 488420). 21st Tring Museum,
"Edible Dormouse”. _26th. "Alpha Course". 29th. Speen V.H. "Christmas Fayre'(Stan Bale,488015).

29th.N.Dean Hail "Beetle Drive® (Megan Chinn 563074). 28th. |

Molesworth, 01844344975).
December:

Lacsy Green, "Twinning Quiz" (Tony

4th. Speen V.H. "WI Christmas Meeting" (Barbara Collett 488348) 6th.Speen V.H. "Men’s Breakfast'

~ay

(Andy Gower 488758). 4-6th Court Theatre, Tring, “Lorna’ (Marjorie Stockiey 486101}._12th. Speen
V.H. "Horticultural Socy." (Ted Drew 488738). 18th. N.Dean Hall "Social" (Megan Chinn 563074).
21st. Speen Church "Carols By Candlelight' (Andy Gower).

January:

17th. Lacey Green, "Twinning Quiz' (Tony Molesworth). 24th. Speen V.H. "Ladies’ Breakfast

(Carolyn Gower 488758).
February:

13th.Horticultural Socy. (Ted Drew) SEE ARTICLES IN THIS ISSUE FOR FULL DETAILS
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OH YEZ! OH YEZ!
WHAT CAN WE DO FOR YOU

Free estimates - at any location
Free collection and delivery service -
Easy access and.ample parking
Account facility available
! Fast and friendly service
Return to home service
Company and Fleet service

Interested?

, 3 | Ring 01494 711680 (3 lines)
B. A. HOGG (Motor Body Repairs) LTD.

ESTABLISHED 1972

BINDERS INDUSTRIAL ESTATE

CRYERS HILL, HIGH WYCOMBE, BUCKS, HP15 6i.J
TEL: 01494 711680

FAX: 01494 718532

o,
-1 &= Royal Insurance
@ e .

e RECOMMENDED/
ZURICH churchill REPAIRER/
INSURANCE '
Directors: B. A. HOGG, “ ' Reg Company No.<1160400 VAT Reg. No 208 1033 07
PARTRIDGE & CO

Cérnﬁed Accounianis & Registered Auditors

Self Employed or running a business ?

Are your affairs up to date and ready for

Self Assessment ? It’s affecting you now !
* Limited Companies * Audits & Accountants’ Reports
* Budgets & Forecasts * Sole Traders
* Partnerships * Business Taxation
* Persgnal Tax Returns * Bookkeeping Services & advice
* Payroll Operation & Advice * VAT records maintenance

Call Richard Partridge FCCA on 01494-488277
for a local answer to your Accountancy and Taxation needs.

A Member of the Chartered Association of Certified Accountants.




News from Speen Baptist Church 39

Andy writes:

I hdve had the privilege of living here in Speen for a little over twelve months
now, (how time flies) and have greatly appreciated the help, friendliness and
encouragement of the community. Over the year we have seen the gradual
transformation of the church family, as folk have found their faith rekindled, or
perhaps come to a new faith in Jesus. As we have met week by week to worship
and pray we have been aware of God being with us, and many can speak of how he
has touched their lives.

Just before moving here [ came across the ideas of a vicar from Sheffield who
described a 11Cd.1l.11 ; chiurch as one tha ves in three dimensions. These ihree
dimensions can be illustrated by using the angles of a triangle:-

Upward dimension
towards God:
Worship and prayer

e

/

/ N\
Cutward dimension Inward dimension
into the community: of church family life:
Serving and sharing Caring and learning

The first dimension is upward towards God A church needs to develop and
prigritise it’s worship and prayer life, keeping in touch with God and following His

VIS N b

agenda not our own.

The second dimension is inward, focusing on the people who are committed to the
church in that locality. This involves developing the “family” life of the church -
sharing activities together, meeting to discuss the Bible and to pray.

The third, but by no means least important, dimension is outward, into the
community - sharing the message and serving where we see a need.

I cannot claim that your local church is perfect, however, it has been our aim over
this last year to allow the church to develop its role in the community in these three
dimensions, with the hope of being more relevant to everyone and enabling God to

use us. So.

UPWARD - we have a young music group learning to lead in worship and a band of
faithful musicians who carry the music load week by week for the All-age morning
services. We also meet fortnightly on a Sunday evening to pray.



40 INWARD - cach week there is a daytime and an evening cell group when folk get
together to study the Bible more deeply and enjoy each others'cor.npany.
The young people meet each Friday to explore the Christian faith in a way relevant
to them.

QOUTWARD - We hope the “Breakfast with friends and ...” programme and the “Time
Out for Parents” course have been, and will continue to be, helpful to you. Look out
for details of the Carols by Candlelight service later in the year.

Also happening now:
Alpha Course

We’re jumping on the bandwagon! Hundreds of churches throughout
the UK and across the world have been running Alpha courses to inform
their communities about Christianity.

Alpha is a video based discussion course produced by Holy Trinity
Church, Brompton.

Starting Wednesday 5% November, 10:00 - 11:30 am. at the Church.
Come and check it out.

October update

from Gloria Holmes: JIatest on Speen Gu.ide Dogs
GUIDING LIGHTS to Czech Republic

What a thrill to be invited to the new Guide Dog for the Blind Breeding and Training
Centre in Prague on 9th October.

Trumpeters played a Fanfare - a new beginning and hope for the future for blind
people in a country recently emerged from Communism.

One of my dogs, Brookie, now fully trained as a guide for the President of the Czech
Guide Dog School, enjoyed the excitement of the day of speeches, flashing cameras

AR S > o |
and jostling crowds.

The months of planning and inevitable building setbacks had been overcome and the
new building looked splendid in‘its completion. We hope the two pups from Speen
will successfully complete their training next year. We wish the Association every
success in its future efforts.
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Hughenden Builders

Est 22yrs
All Building Works Undertaken

* Extensions, Alterations, Loft conversions
¢ Roofing, all types

* Drives, Block paving, Tarmac etc

« Patios, Walls, Garden Landscaping

¢ Plumbing, P try

lastering. Carnen
a iy

lastering, Carpen

¢ Planning Service - Clear & Concise Plans
Single Storey £150.00 :
+ Council fees
Two Storey £300.00

Srorting Sof#rer”

60% of British households suffer from
these sure signs of hard water problems:

@ Blocked shower heads
® Slow running taps

@ Scum marks in baths and basins

® Excessive use of household cleaners
@ Harsh, hard towels and clothes

@ Increased water heating bills

® Scaled-up kettles and
appliances

Nail all your hard water

p
an EcoWater system.

rohiams by ingtailing
rgblems by instaliing

MARION BENNET

TEAGENCIES: SpnE

= Eees >

THE LETTING DEPARTMENT OF HALIFAX PROPERTY SERVICES
GOING ABROAD TO WORK ?
THINKING OF BUYING AN INVES
CAN’T SELL YOUR PROPERTY ?

MAY WE HELP YOU ?

WE ALWAYS HAVE AN EXCELLENT DEMAND
FOR RENTED ACCOMMODATION IN:

*SPEEN - * NORTH DEAN -

*WALTERS ASH - * NAPHILL -

*LACEY GREEN -* LOOSLEY ROW -
*HUGHENDEN -* HIGH WYCOMBE-
*PRESTWOOD - *PRINCES RISBOROUGH
& SURROUNDING VILLAGES AND AREAS

ATE

TMENT

LET WITH CONFIDENCE WITH

FRANK FARR - HALIFAX
“‘fﬁB’U RKE :

EACONSFIELD 676266

arm Contract Services

HEDGE CUTTING—FENCING

NCING
GROUND EXCA'VATION WORK
PADDOCKS AND. LAWNS MCWN
GENERAL GARDE.N MAINTENANCE

LOGS SUPPLIED

Tel. Steve Rogers—01494 562041

ﬁ

B e WATER TREATMENT SPECIALISTS ECOWATER,
atied estimate with drawing. Sterling Softeners, : (\*ﬁ,
Planning fees returned if tender accepted Courns View House, North Dean, &=
High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire, HP14 4NN
Telephone/Fax: (01494} 585232
171 Main Road Tel: 01494 552937 ]
i 01494 438057 |
| 7 /Y ﬁ rFay - Y A Fay “ P Way
ROsSemary A. dioie

(MSSCh MBChA)
SURGICAL CHIROPODIST .
Home visits by appoiniment

TELEPHONE:

3 & 4

© Naphill 562569

Vivaldi, Stocking Lane, Hughenden Valley
Bucks. HP14 4NE

brothers

il_'A]I__ o e

Buiiders, Deveiopers, Piu
and Decorators

EST.1948
LACEY GREEN,BUCKS.

Beau Vista. North Dean. Hiah Wveombe HP14 4NH

Tel: 0844 344342/346688
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PTA providing brilliant support for Speen School
reports Peter Symonds

The previous school year proved to be very successful for the PTA. Our fundraising target of £5000 was
substantially exceeded with a profit of some £7500 being achieved. This in itself indicates the scale of
operations, ranging from fundraising socials like the Caribbean Night and the Auction of Promises,
running sales catalogues, the Friday draw plus Saturday sports and cycling clubs etc etc.

Money spent on books

Whilst a healthy profit has been achieved this is gradually being spent on extra books, toys and
facilities to maintain and improve the vitality and popularity of the school against an increasingly
competitive background.

Eg-gg}?bﬁagig wn gocial gid

u
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For the 1997/8 year there will be a greater emphasis on social and participation events rather than
purely fundraising. The main events will include: ,
* Saturday 15th November - 5pm "The Seventies Revisited"

A seventies night at Speen Village Hall.

* Saturday 28th March 1988 (planned date) Children’s Fashion Show
More information to follow.

* Saturday 6th June 1988 (planned daie) Summer Ball.

xrn mva hoarmins o o & Trosd ~ oz R S T S e
Eii AURELLIUL, WE aic noupiig w dxla.u;ﬁ 4 VISIL U vy YLULIIUT v alnu 10i€ uic €1l Or inc SCasomn.

Tee addition e o o WRTeroman i “""“"31’6‘3 bex,\..- ez
More information to follow, but we hope have a tour of the ground before the match, with an

opportunity to meet the players, followed by a fixture and then possibly a barbecue elsewhere.

THANKS TO THOSE IN THE COMMUNITY WHO HAVE SUPPORTED OUR EVENTS.

Speen PTA

Present

The Way We Were
The Seventies Revisited

Feéturing The Play-Actors

f entertainment reminding us of the 70's

The people
And the music
A one-hour show followed by a fish and chip supper,
sing-along and disco session

Saturday
15 November 1987
8.00 p.m. at Speen Village Hall

Tickets: £7.50 each

. [Detach return to school or post ta Peter Symonds, 10 Abbotswaod, Speen, HP27 OSR)

" | Should HKE wovmemerememnnens (UMber] tickets at £7.50 each for The Way We Were:
" lenclose a cheque for £. [made payable to Speen School PTA]
" Name: - Tel:

) Address:

CRISIS TIME FOR THEATHE CLUB
Many of you will have had notices
of outings we had pianned for the
coming season, and requests for a
subscription of £5, which Jo and |
will donate to disabled children.

We had verty little response and
have already had to cancel a
planned trip to the Chiltern Valley
Vineyard. Our trip to the Albert Hall
on Nov. 2nd. was  also
undersubscribed and we have had
to give tickets away, rather than
waste them altogether. This has
cost the club about £160.

Jo and | are feeling very
disheartened by the lack of interest.
Are we just getting it wrong, or has
the theatre club run iis course? If it
is to continue, we need your
subscriptions, your ideas and your
support NOW!

If anyone else would be willing to
take over the organisation of
outings, Jo and | would be happy
to heip someone setile in and give
them the benefit of our experience.
If you want the club to continue,
please contact us now. If we don’t
have a favourable resuit from
this request, we will retire
gracefully!

o Tttt 428629 - il Tilball 138577



Speen and Neorth Dean Good Neighbours

A group of local volunteers has been assembied to develop & string of services 1o lelp anyone
the community. Everyone can use the scheme when thev need. Some of the needs may
S

in

shopping. hospital visits, baby situng, emergency repairs,
support to the bereaved, lonely and recently discharged

hoespital patients, welcoming new residents ro the village, etc.

How does the scheme work?

Ring one of the three Telephone Receprionists, whose names and phone numbers are;-

Margaret Jones Thatched Cottage  (HW) 488246
Poppy Ellis  The Old King George [HW) 488548
Dorns Wilson 3, Woodview Drive (HW) 488334

s

You will be given the names and phone numbers of three volunreers; ring one of them, and

Parish Council:

Clerk - George Crombie 483240 ’

Councillors - Don White 488437, Jude Audrey 488607,
Speen District Councillor Jean Gabbitas 01844 346469,

Residents Association Paul Rogerson

Secretary David King

575 s PR
THHAS

; 488313.
Neighbourhood Watch J | Newman 488474,
Baptist Church

Pastor Andy Gower 488758.

01844 344839

gz;g the others if no answer is obtained. Please call for help between 8:00-9:00am. or 6:00- m Speen Village Hall D Siade r—
R L EET Speen Village Hall Bookings Katherine Butler 488112
Please note: North Dean Village Hall John Rogers 562041,
* Any payment for services should be arranged between individuals; a
contribution of £1 per journey is suggested for the transport service. Playing Fields Jean Handford p—
+ Car owners must check that they are insured to carry passengers. Cricket Steve Kl'l'lg 48854_2_,
« Users of the service do so at their own risk. p i Tennis Roger Crek: o
Further information can be obtained fom: i) . y
Glotia Holmes, Cherry Dell, Chape! Hill. (HW] 488420. Guides Pauline Hall ABEETS.
Ty
Organisations in Sp: "
== — = 'h Horticulture Ted Drew 488738,
Speen Church of England First School i
Head Mrs. D. Nayna 488321, -~ ql e
PTA Amanda Cleaver 483288, Alics Corrick 563320 A %’ Speen W.5. Barbara Collett 488348,
Playgroup Cherry Seckins 488355, & k (1st Thursday in Month),
Mother & Toddler Chris Dunnington 488203,
Parish Council: )
Clerk Geomge Crombie 488240 : @] Theatre Club Sheile, Tidball 488377,
Coungillors Don White 488437, Jude Audrey 488607
Speen District Councillor Jean Gabbitas 01844 346469,

: A Panl 438315, 3 Youth Club Rob & Trica Lenko 4 7
Neighbourhood Watch  J . Newman 488474, % ‘ 88337.
Baptist Church:

Pastor - Andy Gower 488758.
Secretary David King 01844 344839, g
Speen Village Hsil David Slade 488262. I Milkman Wren Davies Dairies 862294
Bockings Katherine Butler 488412, Bread Delivery Roger Price Ginies
Nosth Dean Viltage Hall  John Bogers §52041. Mewspumars Corib b
Playing Ficlds Jean Handford 488402. Pap T ane Corner Stores 563887,
Cricket Steve King 488542.
Tennis Roger Craft 488343. .
G:l::u Pauline Hall 488372. Wycombe District Council
Horticulture Ted Drew 488738, Refuse Collection (Every Wednesday) 421415,
Speen W.L Barbara Collett 488348.
Theatre Club Sheita Tidball 488377
i o 488337 o e
i, Vieeo Disioe Daiaes. 963204, Mobile Library Hampden Rd. 10:15-10:30am.
Bread Delivery Roger Price 442358, (Alternate Mondays).
Newspapers Combe Lanc Camer Stores  563887.

Wycombe District Councii Refuse Coilection 421415,
Mobile Library Hampden Rd. 10:15-10:30am.

" GEORGE

Al

Rose Cottage one week in
September you would have seen an
unusual sight; George Butler being
photographed in his garden by a
photographer from the Bucks Free
Press. | don't mean that George is

unusual or that people taking
photographs of George is unusual.
it was what was being

photographed standing next to
George that was unusual!

It was a sunflower, and probably
the biggest sunflower you have
ever seen. What was unusual about
this sunfiower was not the size of
the flowers but the number of
flowers on a single stem. George
had counted them - 29 he told me
with some pride and the giant plant
was now standing some thirteen
and and a half feet tall, and still
growing...! | watched as the
photographer tried to get the whole
plant and Georger in the viewfinder,
finishing up crouched like a panther
on the ground, looking a bit like a
Joehnny Weismuller Tarzan film set.
What also was unusual was that
George hadn't planted the seed,
the giant stem having grown from
the edge of a brick path.

Every

Wednesday.
sate Mondavs

Eoy

Should you have been passing

Have you seen the siskins?

| remember about eighteen months
age talking to George about
:greeniinches, “But have you seen
the siskins?* said George. | had
never seen the siskins although |
knew about siskins. Ornithology
was one of my three burning
passions when | was transferring
from primary to secondary at the.
delicate age of eleven. The other
two passions were steam
locomotives and Guy Mitchell
records (I was famous in school for
being able to whistle all Guy
Mitchell's songs and for knowing ali
the words, as well as being abie i
memorise all the record matrix
numbers). (Next time we meet we
can do a duet, Martin, - "she wore
red feathers and a huly huly
skirt..and she lived on just

coconuts and fish from the sea...”
‘Anyway, back to the siskins - |

searched my mind trying to recall-
the picture of them in my Observers
Book of Birds, but to no avail..
George said he would give me a
ring when the siskins were in his,
garden and | could run round and
see them; why the wouldn’t come
into my garden was beyond me.
The next day George rang, and we
went round to watch them at the

~
=4
1
i

Fost Office Speen Village Hall, Tuesday 12:30-1:45 pm,

SUNFLOWER  mostin hor

Two days later George rang again.’
"Have you seen the waxwings?" |
knew that there was no shame in
net seing waxwings as they are as
rare as hens’ teeth, and are hardly
ever seen in Britain. But here is
George telling me there are three of
them in a culdesac off
Desborouah Road.

We drove down. to Desborough
Road and sure enough a group of
twitchers had gathered in anoraks
with telescopes on tripods. Three:
waxwings were settled in a small
tree and flew occasionally to a bush
for berries. Thev were much higger
than than | expected, the Observers
Bock of Birds giving them a iength
of seven and a half inches.

And now here is George with
probably the biggest sunflower this
side of Watford, which, now | come
to think of it, had probably
self-seeded from the bird seed
feeder that had fed the siskins.

%
So if you see George in his garden,
it pays not to pass him by, things
begin to happen to you. | expect
one day | might be able to do
something for George. | could
always teach him some Guy
Mitchell songs.
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