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Speen resident has narrow escape...
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A BONFIRE TOO FAR...

The owner of this car is
maore noted for organising fires
on the playing field than in
Water Lane. This Is where sho
was forcad to leap Irom her car
as smoke began to pour from
under the bonnel Moments
laler the vehicle was engulfed in
flameas,

| saw Don White prepaning
to wade in with his extinguisher,
but the Fire Brigade gol there
firstl

i STILL O SECISION ON SH0P - AS OFPOSITION TO NEW PLAM GROWS
An ppohcaion B gemolsh Speen Siores and build 8 house on the wie wis st héand by e
Banneg Commites in Febnmny. We beliew that & majonty of membars ware mirdad to allow
bt ware permuaded o delay for monn dataded information. This wso concentrated wends in Spaan
A cpll o locad opembes, rom the pansh councl, has fesufled in a large number of loSters rom
1 Teidants, wiusly sl sirongly n favour of koaping the shop optan open. Armod with thosa and &
preparec 30eech Jean Gabodan was wall eupped 00 8 pro shop fight st T planneng measiing o0
155 Mamn Sul since no further detais had boen produced by the appboants, Mat West, the matter
rad 19 D2 postponed until the nd mgeting. See also the Ediforu on page 3.,
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Kor siveng porsonality, direotecss and determination. W a villape we witl miss der,

Phrsanailly, s one of Ker many ofoers, S iwould £ife to pay nifitn, notl only is
Keipod Kor more han srgene in Ker fnal pears. Pred Burnbam coped with foolon
wights, dags off werk snd in the last weels, virtuat 2é Hour cure. w1 Fopos wnms
& avitfion.
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Il téldphone

BAPTIST CHURCH - Dave King - 0484 450611
Sunday 10,30 am (deytime)
VICAR OF LACEY GREEN

AND SPEEMN - Aev. P.A.L. Hala - 0844 347741
BEAVERS - Margaret Gray - 0844 347094
Wed 5.15-6.15pm

CUBS - Pauline Hall - 488372

Wed §.30-8.00pm

CRICKET CLUB « Mike Baunds - 488572
FETE COMMITTEE - Peter Dawson (sed) - QBBZ22
GOOD NEIGHEOURS - Gloria Holmes (org) - 488420
GUIDEE - Paulins Hall - 488372
Thursdays

HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY = Ted Drew - 488738
MOTHERS AND TODDLERS - Christine Dunnington - 488203

Tues 10.00-11 45am

NORTH DEAN VILLAGE - Bridoet Lister (News|etler) - 563153
NORTH DEAN VILLAGE HALL - John Rogers - B62041
FARISH COUNCIL - Dan White - 488437

= Jude Awdiry - 488607
PLAYGROUP - Wiv Goldie Jones - 443570
Dally 9.30-12 00am
PLAYING FIELDS ASSe, = Jeanne Hanford - 488402
SPEEN DST. COUNCILLOR « Jean Gabbitas - 0844 3456460
SPEEN SCHOOL OFFICE - 488321
SPEEN SCHOOL PTA - Amanda Cleaver - 488288

« Paul & Allce Corrick - 566380
SPEEN VILLAGE HALL - Catherine Butlzr (bookings) - 4EB412

= Stan Bale (committes) - 4BE015
TABLE TENNIS - Jim Lawrence - 0844 343610
TENMIS COURT - Roger Craft - 488434
THEATRE\OUTINGS CLUB = Ehalia Tidball - 48B37T
WL - Barbara Collett(zec) - 488348
1gt Thireday of svery month

LIBRARY BUS - Every 2nd Monday 10.20-11.00am - Bus Stop top of Hampden Rd,

POST OFFICE - Every Tuesday 12.30 - 2.30pm - Speen Village Hall

GOOD NEIGHBOURS - If you need help, or can offer help, lel: Dors Wilson 488334, Margaret Jones 48824
or Poppy Ellis 488548




EDITORIAL N

As we Qo o press Mg GeDbias
has showns U & Erge nile - of
protocopias of ioners et in the
af Planming. objectng o
Bppilkcation to renlace Speen
SEies iy = ME noaasa
Unforunatsly our pringing dead|ine
paCE neaded to Qe
GRS DERTISSIonS prevents us
from publighing the wews directly
thg e 5o @llow me (o say tnat
tay hayve a  similanty. N
concentrating  on the  basic
degiratility for the option of a shop
on the presenl aite o remain open
Some hirt At how they think e
nrewimus  attempd 1o nano Speen
Sioras may have faled,

Peoree of 1he letters want into the
practicalities of  sustaining a viabla
shop wnder our |ocal condibons
bacause that was nol pad of the
prasent  exercise, which was o
hiock @y change of use in
prnGcipie. Bul It Could De 8 very
difficull case W argue against &
change, whare fhare bas bean no
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A great atmosphere at North Dean’s

mew  Initiatve mui YEAMS, in A
wilege  whare negrky Sy
nousehald owns a car, therg s o
pusary Iracle and A supemarke
awists only three mies away. The
decision & dolayed, b thal shop
sile dossn't gat any peettien

It sgems abvious that thene £ mo
edgting plan Sor A speciic
redevelopment othenwiss il would

have been poduced o the
Pianning Committes.  The  |ikaly
conclusion s, therafora, that s

currenl  application iz & wvaluaborn
merciRe  Presumably if would De
gasiar for the pregent awnars 10 s

the pressnl  propery weh @
redeyelopment: aption  already
approved?

It might be interesting 1o read ihe
ideas of residents on how ihey
Think 2 mew shoo earpnsa mighl
De safned anoc become 1J1EH:I|HI
ADVERTISING
reng Tinsley i3 the adverlising
member of our izam: I youw would
ke your adverlisemant 1o appesar -
and wa-don'l charge a great deal

Bilrmme L flﬁﬁ:ﬁﬂ?ﬁ‘ﬂ ﬁtﬁmfw flher ARG e rteed, s was
Mﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁ#éfﬂ%ﬁ% Jﬁﬂfﬂﬂf&lﬂwh##
when Jomeons miiits hal pou all sing carsdi - you e Aad a fow
Aoinki abrady and the print &8 imall Besides, pou canl sing

L wm@jﬁfﬁf__ i one cate, i3 m‘mfm“ﬂf

YILLAGE NIGHT

then please conlact lrepe on

f Fafitor « Praer (awson
| L1, iy

i T—
PLEASE NOTE
The wiews and opinions expressed
in Speen and Nordh Diean News do
not necessariky reflect thoss of the
Editor and he reserves the right 1o
edil as necessary. (However, our
rormal policy will ba 1o consult
wilth eontribors on those rare
pocasions when significent editing
may seem AecessaEny )
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Dear Editar,

| have reed with great
exciternant your first 3 issUes
of the local newsletter and
may | congratulate you on its
comtent and clariiy.

Yaou asked on page 2 for
peopla to write in and |
thought | could do no better
ihan actually quote you from
your Editor's lalter from |sswus
3. Your lirst paragraph | think
bears the rump of my feelings
for it must be now 5 years
that the village of Speen has
aal with a disused shop, with
petrol pumps, an aliogether
unsightly mass - also over the
last 3 years no one could
hava falled to nolice [he
unsightly dump now growlng

DO WE GET LETTERS_’{_]
"..growing like an mfectmus disease..."

lik2 an infectious diseasa on
the way out of Spean on the
lefi-hand sids.

| befieve both properties
are owned by someans who
cares nothing for the village -
Is it not fime thet somebody -
gither the inhebiants, the
Councll, the planners,
anybody, lock ha matter in
hand and cerdainly dealt with
tha festaring. growing sore on
the ouiskirls, presumabily
without planning permission,
to return the village of Spaan
to what it used to be when |
Iived there 13 years ago st
Rosebank Coltage, Chapel
Hin,

We had a shop - wa had
& post offlca, and we had a
bakers, whera you could even

s et

1ake your furkey (o be cooked
- and a box Insids the door o
leave money for any bread
{hat you took,

We ourselves moved
house with some regret a
lang time ago, but | would
urge the remaining residents
{0 join fogether and 1o objec!
to the above far, who knows,
whoever owns (hese wo
unsighily areas will next buy
somathing along the entry =
Speen from alther Narth Dezn
or from the Home of Aest for
Horses, and make a3 complsts
mess of what is - ar what was
a lovely wilage =nd s
surroundings.

PETER G. KEEM

UPFER MNORTH.ADEAMN
FARM

i

NEVER MIND A YOUTH cLUB,
LET'S HAVE LATER BUSES TO
AND FROM WYCOMBE

Dear Editor,

I have lived in Speen for 13
years, now, and as much as | feel
that Speen |s a pretty villags, with
a |of to after young childran, with
reasonable safe roads, clean alr
and lots of spacious couniryside, it
now has lile to olfer older

leenagers slch ag mysedf,

Whan my peers and | were
younper - we are now 16 - we had
the option to go to youth club or,
for the boys, to scouts, but now
these do not exist. | feal that the
imck of youth olub is more of a loss

A DROP-INN CENTRE FOR
YOUNG PECPLE

It has been suggestad that the
teenagers in the community might
ke to have their own regular
mesting place - call it a Drop-inn
Centra - In the village, whera they

for the younger tesnagers (12 -
13}, as wa aren't interesied in 1he
vouth club scana any more.
Something that would be more
useful and better appreciated |z il
we could have a more regular and
axiended bus service, to include
later evening joumeys. AL the
moment, iF you dont want o be
dependent on cthers, lhe lalest
you can po out on 8 wWeekday |s
530 pm! end-on a Saturday, 1.20
pril 11 sounds ridiculous and it i
| feel & bus on Sunday would also
have a great receptian. These
buzes would not anly serve young
people wanting o go oul of an
evening, bul aiso ihe older
meambers of our community who
can't drive and would [ike 1o visit

irlends, atlend the tneatrs or just
gy to Wyoombe later than 330

| close on the point that
although efforts 1o start anaiher
youth club are very much
appieciated, the youth of Speen
would really like o become the
youth of High Wycombe, as
Wycombe can sustain a grealer
varaty of actvities for teenagers. ([
hepe to form a petition and send It
o all the relevant bus companies,
gsking for mora buses (o wisl
Speen. | anyons would ke to
sign it, please feel free 1o call in st
any time to Christmas Coliage,
Chapal HI opposiie
Abbotewaod.}, —_—
Thank yau,
HILARY JDI'EE& .____

||31u_l

could meet their friends for a
cofles/coke and maybe arrange
actvities - parhaps a programme
of events. A group of parent
voluntsers could arranga a rotm of
suppart for the centre, |s this &
good idea? Comments and

T
i p———

=D
sugpestions would be walooma,

GLORIA HOLMES 488420

Stekenchurch Youth Cantrs will b

pleased o haip with Falnng and

stippart for any youth venles in

the village.

Tal 252822 snd a=k for Masgers!
oF Lynn




Jobn Holwes soggesis a walk of abouwt & iles. [t
includes bocohwomnds and wiews. There 8 owe

steep efimb, o pub stop af ihe Pink & Lily, and &
sbort-cul i i raims. 5&,,]

The Walk

Start at the ald bus stop i Chapel Hill. Go down Water Lane,
passing fohn Butlers pond, into a larue ficld (called the Prairy),
Turn gt and follow the hedye down-hill into 2 wood (colled Guy's Spring)
Straght on, noting the foxholes m the bank. Tum left af the stile af the bottom
- the bield by the stile 1s part of the Home of Rest for Horses

Straight on along thie valtey botom. throuph two grass fields, 1o a'stle neara
water trough. Across o ploughed ¢ meize field (depending on the season 1, -
over a stlle by o gate, right over pnother stile and into & track comng put in
Morth Dhein Right, down the road, then left into a nerrow footpath just beyvond the d'-..

Long House i

Owver o stile and a steep climb with o fence on your left. Left over wsile under a large M“'En'l

ok tree, and right up=hill again vnt] vou come w the werkshop of Mr. Nutovens, Yead 7

the glass crafisman. Take the middle path on your lefi. through the wood, aod over a
stile info the top of & Geld with long views to Speen Straight on (o & stile, a muddy track, another stile, and
into 2 grass field

Turm half left, to a rough stile in 0 hedge Then straight on, keeping a fence on your right, to & stile next to a
gate, Then up Chapel Hill to the Scout centre and right into Coleheath Bottom, Straight on, scross the
Hampden Road, and along the wood edze o lran Beech cottage. { Therz are several points along this section
whete you could turn left and short cut back 1o Speen ) Turn right in 1o 2 lene and along to the Pink & Lily
for o well earned break

Return along the same lane, keeping straight on, passimg Lily Bomom Farm and nepotiating a very wet
section, Then on along Grubbins Lane gnd back 1o Speen

" There is one stecp olimb,

Foot{sore jnale:

Il lacking time or enevgy,
freal as two walks, morth
or sooth of Hampden

oad; poing south for the
view, when energetic, and
morih when yoo're Lhirsty -
suppeais the Editor!




A HAND OF FRIENDSHIP TOWARDS THE GUIDES OF EASTERN FUROPE

FROM_1ST HUGHENDEN
VALLEY GUIDES =

Al of this term we have been
working on our play

which the whale company are
performing for their entertainers
badge. The Guides al=o have 1o
perform a short item alone or in
small groups and considerable
falent = developing In thesa
skoiches. The performance will ba
on March 16ih, eadly lack of spaca
means only a imited oudience of

paronts can ba invited. Wa ame
hoplng 1o take a collection al the
end ol the perdormance which will
go lowarcs & fund 1o bring Easlern
European Guides o an
international camp to be hald In
Bucks this summer, Lt recenthy
Guide companies In Eastem
Euvrope hod fo meet in socret
and they are now starting fto
enjoy contacl with Guides from
around the warkd.

FAULINE HALL

SPEEN THEAT-H_E'mI

So far this year we have had
two successiul oulings 1o ::’
*Singing in the Rain® Oxford,
*The Passionale Woman™ in
Lendan. We have sold all our

fickets lor our March frip 16 see
"*Olives” al the London PaBadum.

Wa are bocking naw Tor “The
Woman in Blask® on Apri 28th.
This play ks a thriller by Susan Hill,
and wa have seats in row F of the
sialls. Cosl, including the coach
will ba £16.50. Tickels ovallable
from Shalia, tel: 488377,

A nota for your diary - we have
booked again for tha "Last Night ol
the Proms®, concert al Radey
Caliage on July 22nd. This was

much enjoyed by hosa wha came
last yesr, We ook pienics and
really entered Into the spint of the
pocasionl |1 you would like 12 join
us this year, pleasa coniact Jo, tel:

488628,

ME, Membership raiss row
reduced o ©3 uniil July. - contact
Shalin, tsb 488377

TREAT YOURSELF TO A BIT OF
CULTURE AND JOIN US

| SHEILA TIDBALL |

e —————

SPEEN'S TABLE TENNIS TEAMS have made a great
start to the season.

Spean's 1894/85 season
In the High Wycombs District
League Is now almast at the
half-way stage.

Al thres teams have
made a promising stan,

Spean A are well up amang
the |eaders in Divigion 3.

Speen B (Jimmy Lawrance's
team), promalad last year ane
juet over hall way in Division
&, and EPH!‘I c [P!lﬂ
Clarka's eam) are expecied
Io win Divigion & with a

especially good performances

by our younger ployers.
Matthew Hickman was

selected by the League lo

play In tha English Youth
Champlenships at

Peterborough on  Saturday
Dacembear Jrd.

On the naxt day, Sunday
December dih, Richard Peaks
of Hampdan Foad, Speen
was selecied 1o reprosant
High Wyoombe at Burnham,

i an under 14's Cagel Imer
League Tournamani,
including teams from Slough,
Maldenhead, Miton Keynes

and the Chiltarns. Against
siff opposition, he did
scramely well in =1 his

games and, in a nal-Ttng
thrilling encounier st the and
gl the allerncon, he cama
through o win 2-1

Cumrently (Janusry} the
fhrea lemgue teams aré
playing fer ihe Raland Sawell
Trophy: & Team HKnock-Out
Handicap Competiion in
which il eams of the High
Wyocombe Leagua's ®&ix
divisions take part. Each of
our three leams is safely
through the first round.

vt Focke
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The WI. - o sexiet lot by definifion
= oy rarely invites the manfolkc
My oxcuss was o lake a photo of
the Felbruary meeting,

I 'was gind | arived a bit early
and caughl much of Marion
Hussey's superb skde lecture on
her and Roger's Wip to Sabah
Sabah s a Scotand-sized
Maolaysian stale sharing the great
island of Borneo with Indenesia. |
amived af the poini whers Marion
was showing the COrang Utan
orphan  rehabilitation  eantre
situaled i the rainforest and
geared towards teaching orphan
I Orangs to be jungle-wise npas and

natl e muplaced sami 'humans
which migguided psogle had
bogun o moke them ailer eantire
or rescua lrom logging. We: all
laughed aa Marien desenbad how
all tha Orang sludlents al the ungle
‘academy’ wore led vary largaly an
bananss, the idea being Ihe
COrangs would becoma so 3ick of
bananas that once released in the
laras! thay would never atack the
plantalions and, consequently. no!
beacome targels for the growes

MNexl thore was o Wip 1o an
pifahore island given cver sntinaly
o the prolection and propagation
o the rars Green Turtla. 1| wes &n
smple yel afectiva how this was
dane. The pregrant female woild
be watched over as she
|aborioialy dug out her real on the

W) [iseoms niow but we
i h&wm.‘-m Chrigtmas
meeting with mulled wine, sausage
rells, minge pies, etc.
Unforiunately, our epeaker, Mrs.

» WS uUnable o coma bui the
h:hiymmlﬂamplm
Grace Stickings, who came up
trumpe with & mervellous talk
recaliing her teonags years as an
eciress in Canada - hev most
memarabia rell being that of Anne
in Anne of Green Gables, She
performed belore the Qusen and
aiso was a wow in Japan.

W had our usual get-together
in Jaruary but do not usually have
0 spaaker from oulside In ease the
woather is bad, Mowever, we did
manage 10 gel a couple of

beach, The hundied or 80 oggs.
once laid, were then gatheved up
by the wardens (and in this
Instance by Marion and Roger)
and placed In a lenced-n and
prodecied enclosure within naat
knes of anificial man-made nast
hales. Then what locked like a
wire shopping baskel was placed
ovér  each, Cnce the oggs
haiched, the baby uries were
safely assembled in the ‘shopping
Baaket’ fram which they would be
pathered up then taken down to
the surf and released - during the
hewrs of dardkness lo minknise
preclaiors. (Again, Manon and

envolied for e proceduwe).

The warnder'ul climax ol their
fxpedition was a climb up Mount
Kinabalu, a1 13455 fzat Mplaysin's
highes! mountain. As you know,
Marfion and Roger are eround
pensionar ages, yet all through the
various climple and vegelatian
oS during the ascent they kepl
on taking piclures of the feast of
Beaulitul and uniqua plants which
they came meross,

speakers from ‘inside’  Furstly Loiz
Bale convinced us all that Australia
was the ploge lo go lor that
unforgettable wvacaron, and
Chuistine Cliver walked us across

the Yorkshink moors, mostly, it
peemed, in the rainl W all (=it
guite exhausted when ahe had
finighed but she insistad | was
preat fun. Aflor refreshmonts we
had 5 very short bestle drive
consisting of only fwee games
untl it was time to pack up,

We were delightad to welcome
Marion and Foger Hussey in
February, who showed us some
lavely slides of Sabah tha new
name for nofhern Bamas, Maran
it a wondadul commeniator and
how she remembers all the

EXPEDITION TO BORNEO - Marion and Roger Hussey climb
Malaysia’s tallest mountain

.i-h..
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"pcuﬂf of elghtesn
camped below U surmmaet with the
intentian of resting for a few hours
balore sefting eul for a final elimb
to the fop In fime o see the
Sunngs on whil must be one of

the most wondmiful vistas on
Earth According to  Marfon
geveral of the party did not have
Ihe energy 10 81671 out on thes final
puth tothe top, bul she and Roger
ware among those who did, Roger
reaching all the way and Marion
enly siogping within five hundred
ool of the pinnecle. it would have
baon qQuils a f=al o non
méuntanzers hall the age of ts
caupls from Spaan!

Al this poind Marion showed us
o slide of a deep and mystorigus
goige which they came close [o
Bt ohd not enter - wisaly, 'm sure
= It wazs whare thal Bribsh party
almos! lost thelr lives lasl yoor, i
you recall  Marion and Roger's
enly regret was thal they oid not
hawve ime in this adveniure-packed
itinery 1o go back and take & mors
lelpuraly look ol some o the
places anroute, Ay one regrel
was having mssed the other Falf
Efﬂﬁi‘arm'h cleighiiul fecture.,

strange names 1T never know.
We hove a competition most
MMHWMLMWH
prize for winning the most
T
bean  especially
pleasad 1o =00 one of two new
laces at ow recent meelings and
trusi thesa ladies will conlinue o

#njoy our meotings.

COMING EVENTS:

30th March - Group Meeting
Lody Felicity Hnl'nrmd My Lite
at Ne. 10

6th April - Ouwr Birthday .
BARBARA COLLETT - Secretary

-—iﬂ.ﬂ—
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MORE FUN FUNDRAISING

Boria, & deemed wenl o cxlviordinecy
g lhs, copandling s epsind putd do ged =
_;'.-"5": Y fmv" aﬂaﬁq rf T L
it frandd ruiing ot hud paid frr wur
e il .-.,f L e di s

— e —

Tl thorer wewstiiter HMelfrers sranivad right
e Mary, FPaxcelle and Feripe, o Fhaaaag
il S e 4 ;'J.J:Jﬁ-f:.’lm A=as, .fmﬂ.

-
- @ L

il

e
$il duitadty trinddlioed iv gef
| the fadl irvasiiment S Haren,
wde i e Aadr  amed
Mchede, wde o e
| i . MokoiBs alis pare
o ﬁn e nlarg  anad
antivered aadience  gaeiiions

Hindlicnwce conceniration was tolal fwedl almwesss for hed Reair nned make o
aemonsirntion Ky Cohetigue Hair mnd Bosuty Clinie of Yirval Bistondon Lt in
%ﬂm Meihoalss Churok Fad¥ on Flod Felrnng Hands to Hoge srganisaiions and
b Sprnn Seohood for ihe toan of o porialie tiage.




ergan and @ miniature irain being
offored for this year's lele led
someone on the fete commitiee 1o
cry out "That's it. thal's our Ihemo
- FAIRGROUND AND CIRCUS'.
Everyona élsa agreed, When
told of this, the Chinnor Sliver
Bara said "greal, that will be ouwr
inama for what we'll play.” | guess
that many of the childien will enjoy
dressing and making up in that
styls - but the bkip guesiion
remains, how many cf Ue W1 and
the staliholders, for exampie, will

It will have come to your nolice
that tho Parish Council have been
Hdying up and wo hope Impraved
the onvirons of the pond in
Studridge Lone. This work was
carried oul by volunioers organised
by the BTCV (Bntish Trust for
Consorvation  Volunteers) from
thelr High Wycombe Office, It
might be of intorost 1o readers fo
have background informaton about
tha BTCV whoee corporate slogan

antad into ha spiity The message
trom the commines is - "go for i -
not only SAVE Your awn red neses
thiz year, but eteal ali those
belonging 1o your males." At this
very mcment Dave HKing is
desparately looking for a
rngmasiars outlil al local jumble
sales!

The chanty chosen lor this
yaar iz MazhMillan Murses. Sadly,
go many of our looal reskdenls
havie recently had 1o be caredfor
by this wondedul organsation

SPONSORS AND

CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS

i& “People working for 8 bollw
Ernironment”™ and s the country’s
nrgest praclical  conaanvaton
charty. Esablished in 1956 under
e nome of Conseovation Corps
nnd changed its name to BTCV in
1670. The BTCV owns no land
itsell but works with fandowners.
local authorties, business and
gtatutory crganisatons.

It involves people (from all
backgrounds in  prolesting  thei
local envionmeént in 8 practical

way - both In clties and
couniryside supporling the
actvites of over 84,000 persans in

their seps ' improve local
aninonment. Buckinghamshee
parl of the East Anglls area of
BTCV has thrés offices with o ful
lime County Manager, the oflices
gre situatad in High Wycombe,
Aylesbury, and Mifon Keynes and
are stalfed by volunteers. Thay
underaks & substaniial amouni of
directly organised project work at
weekends. with some week long

e -u El 5 +ﬁ
mﬂuaﬂhﬂﬁnwﬁq’nﬂr#rﬂﬂ;fﬂ“ﬂuﬂw
ﬂﬂv#ﬁﬂ'#rﬂ-ﬂh,ﬂ"?}-’lﬂuaﬁri&ﬁfm-ﬂiﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂ&J

%nmam Regerson on 488315,

ADVERTISERS WANTED
About 3000 programmes will ba
printed and distributed not only in
Speen. Would your company ke
to give a bil of sporsorship andlor
have an advert published.
IDEAS AND HELP WANTED
And ¥ you can ihink of
anything which might ba fun to do
at the lete {anything meral and
legal, thal is) then please suggest
it to thie committoe. Il can be fun
just hafping en the day or lending
a hand with the seiting up. Faor
any of the aoforementioned -

working holidays and also
waskday groups run from iha throe
centrea.  They work closaly with
ihe County Councd, the District
Councils, British Walerways, and
some Parish Councils,

Marry well known lirma support
e fundng of BTGV including
Marks & Spencer, Briish Gas,
British Telecomm and Barclays
Bank Southemn Eleciric asaistod
in the funding of Gomm’s Weod, a
BTCV demonstration woodland in
High Wycombe owned by the
Wycombe District Council, who are
actively involved in the
managemeant through

work of the BTCVY can be oblained
from- The Countryside Cantre,
Bassetsbury Manor, Bassetsbury
Lane, High Wyoombe, Bucks.
HP11 10X - Tel 01424 538530

GEORGE CROMBIE -Clerk to
Lacey Green Parish Council,



SPEEN’S BIRDS IN THE SPRINGTIME

Watch them says Fred Burnham...

SPEEN'S BREEDING BIRDS

Most gardens in and assund
Speen have hedges. We olso have
several ponds, plus u number of
mixed woodlands, which gives us a
high breeding bird density. The
Bleckiied ¢ the most common
breading hind.

My thanks go fo the fallowing
penple: Miss M, Campbell hza had
Speckled Flycatcher nesting 43 vears
out of 45  Miss Coleman  had
Bullfinchea nasting for 20 years in an
ald  hawiharn Mrs. R Vargine
amonget olhers, has recorded
Walderasts nesting in a hedga, This s
our smallest Bridsh bird,

The oldest local record, 1830, hed
Barn Owl, Skilark and Rad-Backed
Ehrlka, The Shrike stopped bresding
in Bucks in tha fifties, Barn Owis are
dewn 1o el breeding pairs n tha
ogunty and Skylarks don't ke grazing
mnimals,

Moortens are here, onaxpectadly
on the op of a hill Mallard have, (o
dota, been thweried by foxes. Tha
largeat wild brasding bird in our area
i the FPheasant Red:Loagged

Lo it

Pariridge have taken the place of tha
Grey Parndge, which i3 in decing
nationally, This story unforunsehl
repats (toell with Songihrush and
Yellowhammee.

# pair of Swallows has nested n
Flowers Bottom - 1= 1his a new record?

Other breeding birds recorded
here Include : Blackbird, Spackled
Fihicatcher, Golderest, Moarhen,
Pheasant, FAed-Legged Parndga,
Songthrush, Mistle Thruah,
Yellowhammer, Swallow, House
Marting Housa Bpanew, Hedgs
Sparrow, Blue T Lisnet, Qoldlingh,

Bullfinch, Graenfinch, Chaffinch,
Stering, Cucken, Nuthaich, Jay,
Chitfehaff, Blackcap, Graen

Woodpecker, Greaier and Lesser
Spatted Wood pechers, Coltared Dove,
Pled and White Waglails, Kesiral,
Eparrow Hawk. Lesser Whitethroat,
Tawmy and Lie Owls, Garden

Warkler. Some visifing winier birds;
Figldlara, Redwing, Hrambiing,
Wryneck,

Please sund me any missed off my llst
of bresading birds.

Arg there any other rocords of
birds refurning lo the same Spesn
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= THE OLD PLOW BISTRO/RESTAURANT
AT SPEEN

SPRING BAHFOOD BISTRO
MENU |
Frvoement folh and Hedfik soup with roaidle - L2
.M,erﬂm anet Krin valiaed - LXK 55
Frarmheiste cfirede sedeelion mrfd'ﬁ'wmq. rvectsri) andd walkets - L% 95
Fremed smiodead chichon HMWJHW - A5 0T
" Heoeide anad giand prewnd dadad - L7 55
ﬂ-:lf'ﬁ"ﬂ!ﬂ' casert ellihere Lovwine il Suiend MJM)M 2L T
s e ipint et n'rﬂ‘,wwn. satiedeed sodomerie, :lfcm{
aniindded), ardiohole Seartt anid dn-iiea fomaloed - L6705
Y Aonseh oak smoded sudoon M/FH’.M# il i
it eprer snsice - £4 93
Y Aotk oak dmefled Jnlmon platter - L£E 55
i mmcissedd, secmedd in wilite wine with a Serd Loen, olive oid
Mﬂqﬁc‘ g - LH, Wl -l
Y Aol radatiouille fant with a lomalo daid fondise aned
@ fossee snland - L5 45
y %ﬁwrwmﬁm MMMM
anet @ Lodseed st - L5995
* Cassondit Focelburse with disck seusage, sreorfet pronk, gardic
il Kearized doans - L 95
Y Malirgan gy ek 3 e wwiith prinpetind finw puiced, Aoney
aniet Juring onmiond ~ L& 55
divtece - LG9S

Prices are correct at the time of going to press.

Thl: dishes listed above are a selection from our current menu and

are subject to availability. Credit and debit cards are accepted.
Reservations for lunch or dinner can be made on 01490-488300. We
are closed every Sunday evening and all day Monday.

The Old Plow Bistro/ Restaurant at Speen is situated in Flowers
Bottom Lane, halfway between Speen village and the Horses Home

.of ResL =
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OUR YOUNG POETS AND ARTISTS

Children from Spean School have appropriately been studying 'cald cimates’ during the winler months. Hens
I iz somea ol the work they have produced. AC

TR
Snow - by Nicholas Bacon /o MU s
Theres snow on the field and cold in the cottage f I'Ilmﬂ.u.;trﬂl‘*ﬁqu
| I =it m the kitchen and eaf my porridge. | PROMISES. SATURDAY
s IST APRIL, L5 4T 3
a = by Stephen Harrs < VILLALIE NALL
Snow is soft and while, Snow is crunchy under your feet when you walk
Snow is slushy and twinkling when it talls, S
Snow is fluffy and icy. Try S b DAAds Cedr
Snow fails and i is silent when it falls | vl HER -

Snow I8 Nakes and cold, '_. ]

Snow Is why children have good fun in the snow,
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Snow

“ e
< by Lizwis Tappmp Cnu._:";)
Come in the gardes and play in the show ——

A mowmah well male

See bow packly hiell pow | Shurt 0 ta il Ranona o™ | oL T RS
Giw: him o hat, stk and pipe. - J-—-r‘w"-'«ﬂ"'f’"f"“ £ Sl thak by fER S ad 1
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SPEEN WAS A HIVE OF
BUSINESS ACTIVITY IN THE
1820

Denr Editor,

I have read with Interest the
Speon and Morth Dean News and
thought that maybe the fellowing
riight be of interest to your
renders, concerning e in Speen
during the 1920s:

| was born in 1520 at The
Manse in Hampden Foad, then
known as the Churchway, by local
pacple. My parenis weare renting
this house n between resident
mirdsiers for tha chapel. We l=fi
when | was six montng old and
1hen ived In variows other houses
within the vilage.

My lather worked for Ward
Tumer the bulders, whoe had
premises where (ha estale cailed
Wayelde is now situated,

| wonder how many of your
readers will remember the oid
taiiee’s shop ownsd by PFoy
Stavens, later Geormge Priests
butehers shop? Alter werld war 2
It was taken over by Nr. Syrett and
his sores, Denns and Ron, This
was on Chapel Hill, where Spring
Cotage is now the entrance fo
Aobotswood.

[ Cpposite 1o this was Rose
| Sank and Hary Ward's bullders
yard. Aiss Emily Saunders bad a

—

little shop in her ving room, whsre
wa bought newspaper pokes of
swaets for a halfpenmy. Then up
the bl 1o the Oild Dby from wisine:
we fatched our mifk avery moming
and butter on Fridays:

The Qld Paat Office wag whera
Me. Ridgiey baked hiz brend and
delvered R in o wheslbamrow.
These were happy days indeed -
and George was still arcund at 100
years old, dalivering telegrams.

I later years, Mr. Manin had
Spoen Bakery fhe
road, where huTvu:::]famm far his
deugh and lardy cakes

| attended fthé old Speen
school where Miss Hopton and
Migs Smith taught us so-admirably,
(Strangely encugh | returned to
work as mid-day supervisor in the
new achcal),

The nrow Spinners and
Waavers was another shop. cwned
by Mrs. Plumridge, later taken over
be her daughter, Elsse, and Elsig's
hugband Arch Janes [from whom
MArchweay tahes ils nams), Herewe
bought our 5 ansead balls and
liguareces pipe lor a hallpanny on
G way 1o scheol. Behind here
was a workshop where Wil
Plumnidge tmed chairlegs for the
furniture radea.  Thers wers quite a
few of these small workshaps in
the village, Including one at Fir
Wiew, opposile the Old Schogl and
ancther where the house Studdidge
now stands and yet another at

Gilernwood, near the King William,

| have recollectons of falling
threugh the ice on Dell’s Pond, as
it was known, during one very bad
wirtér, | was rescued by Jock
Knlght, who lived in  Nod.
Woodland View - happy memories
of childhood days!

| have many slones, lar oo
nrtenous 1o write about this time,
of events and characters living in
our village, | have spent most of
my Wle in Speen, leaving in 1958
and relumdng In 1968 to five at
Montrose in Hampden Road, which
my father bullt lsoking out an the
place of my birth opposite.

My parents were local Bucks
people, my mother having baen
bBorm at the Dld Plough, Flewers
Bottom and my father coming Into
the
world al the Pink and Ly, whare
My grandparents were icensees.
| hope this may be of interast to
your readars, newcomers as well
a3 old cnes, writing of happy days
in a small sel-supporting Chilllem
vilage. Those were days | olfen
think of, az | ook out over the
Wendover and Halten Hilla, fram
my lsunge windows in my new
home at Aston Chnton

Good luck with your ventura,
MAS. OLIVE GILBERT (an ald
Codgeress)

i ihe conire-gpread of ihis section i3 w plelograpk of ke aled Sheen Soklont
bnken bem poars Kefore (Wine was Karm.




Whan Caroline asked me if | would
wriltz2 an aricle about "The King
Wilkam" | was quite delightad
becausze ke most people | love
my home and | am very proud ol
it. Much of the history is based on
'hearsay' because the deaeds,
which we actually have a copy of
here, begin arund the mid 1800's
when Land registry became law. |
can wrile with authority thal we ara
a Grade || listed bullding and we
are tha only licenced premises In
the |ocality that Is actually listed.
One resson for the "Heritage
Department® wishing to record this
bullding as historically valuabla is
the lovely Jacobean Well at the
rear of the house. - In kact the resr
aspect Is the more ariginal part.

There was a fierce fire which
destroyed the front in the mid 18th
century and so the front elevation
is a facade. Yol can see thal the
two aspects are guite different -
ane is mostly brick and lhinl and
the other mainly brick. If you visit
the William and emter the small
room on the left thers i3 a very
large cak beam which has guite a
gignificand bum mark on 0 -
according lo legend # was this
beam that seved the building at
the time of the fire and prevenisd
complele devastation. Also in this
room, hanglng frem the celling, are
four lage hooks which apparently
are smoking hooks wsed for curing
bacon and meats,

The house we belisve was
build Circa 1668 by & local bulider
who apparantly. bulll two housas of
similar design, ouws and the
farmhouse called Stocksan
Farmhouse, gt Lacey Green, Both
houses were buill as farmhouses
and in fhe symmelrical paitem of
one tall chimney as a central
aspect with roomis bullt eithar side.
These rooms were all 16 feet
square, starting from the callar and
rising up to the atiic rooms. The
room on the right as you enter the
housa (tha bar restaurant) you will
notice is considerably onger than
18 feet. That is due o the fact
thatin 1981 the barn, which was at
the end of the building and acted

T SHing Witliarm

a3 & bottle store, and genaral s1ora
room became an integral pant of
ihat room, as a buikding exlsnsion
(barn converslonl!),

When "The King William" was
a farmhouse, the playing fleld then
belonged 1o it and was an apple
orchard and small home pasture
for & dairy hesd, Apples ware
siored 0 the attic, hoisted up
ihrough the Jacobean Well and
tider was produced by the awner,
Cider was aciually sold 1o the
locals and at the fme of the
licencing act the owner had 1o
ragister as a cider distrbulor and
henca the larmhouse became a
plib.

The two rooms at the rear of
ihe house are our commernsal
kilchers, Thay wera originally the
cowshads!! Pleass remember, we
have beep [nzpected by
Enviranmentsl Health regularly

Our  beautiful  inglenook
firepinces are onginal and althaugh
there hae bean, aver the years, a
tampiation to install gas imitations,
we have resisted and maintained
the logs and coal concepl, much
appreciated by our customers.
The central chimnay still has the
sleps inside where the chimney
sweep boys used to elimb in the

Weith in SFEF 2d & farmihoute,
seoere fire in the 75K ceniury.
M te fe redisild

Victorian Era - @ nightmara for aur
chimney swaap who has to ensura
thet soot |8 swept from these
ledges. The chimney ilsell s
regarded as ane of ine taliest in
Buckinghamshire. | must conless
wa have fretted a few times during
high ‘winds, hoping thal the
chimnay stack will sland the siraln,
as our locals say, it's gean 300
years so it will cerainly see a few
Frore,
We have in the pasi been
asked sbout the age of the
bullding and also why lhere |3 &
lack of obvioug: bsams In fthe

downstalrs rooms. | belleve that
gxposed beams were not
fashionable after Elizabsthan

fimes, & Hislarian ance told ws this
fact, but we do have beams
upstals In the fop etc roams
(which @re extremely peetiy)
When we renovated the bathroom
some years ago, the builder had 1o
"lack” the floor up @3 it had sunk
or one side. As he took up the
vary rolten fleorboards, we coudd
see Underneath branches of trees
that hed been usad 1o provide
|oists. In between these branches
was barley - why barey we all
exclaimed? - apparently the grain
acted @z a form of insulaton,
nesdiess to say It also altracted
mice;

One architecturslly interasting
point is the brickwork above the
windaws, which iz quite decorative,
There iz a pattern which resembles
an arch shaps in the brick. This
according te what we have besn
told, depicts the style and helps to
confirm the age of the building.

Do we heve a ghost, peaple
olten ask? Untll we renovaled the

top attic rooms, there was sifong
evidence of ‘ghost-lkke’ behaviour,
An old fady dressad n grey with a
gcarf around her head, securad
urdar her ehin with-a large pin,
was ke description. She was bent
over and carried & small purse on
her right arm. | cedanly saw
someons resembilng this
description end s did one of our
ragular cusiomers. In facl we
discussed it quits openly. One of
our local villagers intimated that
ihe description fitted an oid lady
called Ann Rixon, whosa daughter
actumlly was & tenant publican al
"The Wiliam", years aga,

Lintil 1972, the "King Willam
Pub® was owned by bolh Wheslsrs
Brewery and Courages. There
was a string of tanants; many ware
meal familiss such as Hatls,
Lovetts, Riens and finally Bl and
Lil Saliirs who bought the freehold
in 1872 and subsequently scid it
on in 1980
SANDY

———-



BETTER OFF THAN MANY HUMANS - Gloria talks to John
Spurry at the Home of Rest For Horses.

Between Speen and Lacey
Green, just where Flowers Bottom
Lane meets Slad Lane is the
HOME OF REST FOR HORSES.
| went along to meet Brigadier
IJ John Spurry who is the chief
executive of what is a Registered
Charity.

What is the history of the
Home of Rest for Horses?

The Society’s origin goes back
to 1886 when a lady who was so
concerned about the treatment of
the working horses on the streets
of London decided something had
to be done for their welfare. She
got support from like minded
people and hired stables in the
Acton/Neasden area of London
where horses could be taken into
care. As the work of this Charity
grew new premises had to be
found, and over the years there
were four changes of location
before a farm property known as
Speen Farm was acquired and the
present stables built and eventually
opened in 1971.

| am sure that over the years
you have cared for many well
known animals, and there are
many other stories you could tell of
the Home’s work?

Yes the history of the Home is
packed with anecdotes, its early
fundraising activities, it's efforts to
get the owners of working animals

‘7Y u3
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to allow sick and lame animals to
be taken in for care, its Royal
patronage, ils war efforts, and so
many other things. Over the years
of course there have been
thousands of horses, ponies and
donkeys taken in for care, some
have had a higher profile than
others in the eyes of the public,
but aii have received the same
love and attention.

One of the well known horses
you had at your stables was
'Sefton’?

Yes "Sefton" who was one of
the most seriously injured of the
horses in the Hyde Park bomb
outrage in July 1982 came to us
29th August 1984 when he had
been retired and just after his
twenty first birthday. He became a
TV personality and a great
character much loved by all the
people young and old who visited
Speen Farm. Sadly he died in
1994 and is buried at the R/A.V.C.
HQ in Melton Mowbray where he
first started his Army service.

Where do most of the animals
come from, and how many do you
look after?

The maximum number of
horses, ponies and donkeys that
we can look after at any one time
is 120. Nowadays they come from
all over thetUK. We have some ex
working animals from London - the
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"totters" horses, a few ex
Metropolitan and City of London
Police horses, a few ex Army
horses, some ponies from Riding
for the Disabled and a lot which
could be described as "companion"
animals. A diverse and ever
changing family of animals some
who stay for the rest of their lives
and some who are in care for a

£ +h
maximum of three months.

Are the stables open to the
public?

Yes Westcroft Stables, Speen
Farm is open to the public every
afternoon except for the last
Thursday in July and Christmas
Day. BUT ONLY BETWEEN 2pm
- 4 pm. The animals are delighted
to see visitors especially if they
bring sugar lumps, polo mints and
chopped up carrots - APPLES
ARE NOT ALLOWED. There is no
shop, and teas are very rarely
served. There is no entrance fee
but we hope visitors will leave a
donation, in the green pillar box at
the stable entrance. There are
toilet facilities and many disabled
groups enjoy their visit.

Thank you for giving me some
information about the HOME OF
REST FOR HORSES. There is
obviously much more of a story
which would interest our readers

and when space permits, | hope |
can come back to you for a
second instalment.

GLORIA HOLMES
_
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SIPEEN HORTICULTURAL SOGIETY

A YEAR AT KEW |e§sitrelr taught ;:stone b:_SiC There was also a colourful
in  photographing sjide of a large fir t
through the camera of  yegetation - shoot into the pedecked in Christmas lights.

Peter Brandham. light and not with the sun  According to Peter, the public
behind you or to one side, never actually see the lights;

"Shoot into the light" but take care, of course, to the o of
= tuck the sun behind a fairly o o Zitr;r::cfr:y ik

solid object such as a t
y €€  are turned off before anyone

. Th_e 'committee were trunk. The effect of .

inspired in their choice of  shooting against the light is v i

spealfer for the January better modelling and 5

meeting. Dr Peter Brandham  juminosity. Ed. {in place of JELEESIE
currently works on  the There were several slides birdwatching ... 1l SeEEEln

Spain - the avian type, he

hybridisation of plant species  of the pyramid-like sPrincess
assures me).

at Kew. But his illustrated talk  of Wales conservatory with its
on this occasion reflected his  various  rooms  featuring

. j [GARDE

love of photography and his  rainforest and desert, etc. It ! DR
passion for Kew Gardens o 'Ted Drew advises that TWO
Pl s i was opened by Princess OPEN DAYS are envisaged for
e slides, taken at.every Diana in 1981. Peter éthis summer. The dates
season and over a period of  gyggested, mischeviously, |Sudgested are 28th May and
15, Years, Whe of great that possibly Diana did not 12)8th Jg"e’ 2pm to e e
quality ~ and beautifully  realise that the conservatory l"::: o?y :Z:,lsdgzve;otg a;ﬁz
evocative. The accompanying  was actually in honour of a |from Hampden Road southward
talk was dellvere_:d with great  different Princess of Wales, |on the other day. Please contact

l enthusiasm and humour. Princess Chariotte | Ted if you wish to be involved.

3Ist December 1979 was the day i them. But don't tell the men EB|/ e
when the last commercial Joaf was g " suits or we'll have to live g

baked in Speen. e SLIRENO

| came across this BFP
cutting recently at the county -
library (while we still have a ‘
county). e

By all accounts, Pete
Salmon baked delicious ¥
bread, but, naturally, his
bakery reflected the 1
commercial potential of a s fE
small village. Notwithstanding, #%
the men from the ministry, i
those bullying bureacrats,
calling themselves
environmental health officers,)
swooped down on Pete and ™™

Jennifer, insisting on ‘ Js ll t
"improvements" which made l age O
their bakery non viable and

closure inevitable. What an Slice Of hiStOry

insult - some of us live inI| ;
. - ng al wlhat . side-Nec .
houses which look like that - o Pknow they \) Dan Field reports et b — e

i - rom
a But the pe=Smmm s
remt

. . sand I had - o aste
, nd we occasionally bake in’more’ in. which Peoe 2t S i S B 5
. S Bowes 8o carry on

P s

,—-—J’




J. SMITH & SONS (WALTERS ASH)

LTD

Personal Service From A
Friendly Family Company
Car Parks Roads And Drives

T
0494 562256

[ 280 Main Foad Walters Ash High Wycombe |

HAMINATRONS
ACT LENS
L]

TS AND
ESsORIS

PETERF.BOOTH rsco

OPTOMETRIST
A SIGHT CARE PRACTICE

(®)

FASNN & BUCKIET FRAMES

120 STATION ROAD, CHINNOR
TEL: KINGSTON BLOUNT (8844) 351564

UM SFECT4CLES

MAGHIFIFRS
CORIDY & CHAINE

NK FARR

FRA

MOVING OUOT aF
THE ARBA 7

(R LONG ESTAHLTSHED LETTING
(FFICE RECHIVES  MANY

EMUUIRIES FR PRFERTIES
IN

SPEEHNH -MDRTH DEAHN
WALTERS ASH -

NAPHILL-BLEDLOW

PRESTWOOD- GREAT
MISSENDEN-HICGH

WYCOMBE AND

EURROUNDING AREAS
LRI RT R TR TI R L e et Pl sl et tiTl]]
FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION AND
ACOPY OF OUR
COMPREHEBENSIVE

AN

{0T494] BURKES ROAL
676266 BEACOMSEIELD

AUDIT, TAXATION &
ACCOUNTANCY SERVICES

CONTACT: RICHARD.D.PARTRIDGE - (494 488277

Accountancy, Audil, VAT, Payroll, Tax Returns and all
related services for your small business. Free consultation.
Personal service and fixed fees agreed.

Partridge & Co. - Centified Accountants.

A member of the Chartered Axsociation of Certified Accountiants.




Memnories a/ North Q&M a,/w/‘/ﬂ; Lfoe
lwernlies, hirties arnd gwé /é/‘[i&d ad
m&a//éa/ @ .@aw; and Doris c%a,éw/;

North Dean children
attended three different
schools, some went to

Naphill, some to Speen and
others, like myself, went to
Great Hampden. Our school
was a small red brick and
flint  building with two
classrooms, one of which
was divided by a curtain to
make a third classroom.

We walked to school, no
luxury cars in those days.
On our way we passed
gypsies camped by the
roadside or on Hampden
Common. These people
never worried us as we
watched them making
clothes pegs from hazel
sticks and old tin cans,
after which they carried
them round the cottages,
| selling them for a penny or
twopence a dozen.

The Common was our
playground. At school we
were encouraged to study
birds and trees, and
walking to school gave us
ample opportunity for this.
One year  we were
honoured to win the RSPB
Bird and Tree competition
shieid and to commemorate
this achievement a cedar
tree was planted in the
Common in front of the
school.

Sadly, so many of the birds
we knew now seem to have
disappeared. Please don’t
blame the farmer for all this;
remember that we can buy
packets, tins and bottles of
potions at the garden
centres, which we then use
on our gardens to kill off
the natural food for the
birds.

Although we walked to
school, we were sometimes

lucky to hitch a lift home on
the long pole at the end of
the horse-drawn timber-bob
used for taking trees to
Wycombe chair factories.

After school , some of the
boys took the cows to
graze along the sides of the
road or to the Common.

This practice would no
longer be viable, as in
many places the grass
verge, which the - local
roadmen kept trimmed and
cut, have all but
disappeared.

1927 - 1939

There were not so many
houses in this period, as
now, but North Dean has

still not chanced 55 s

NOot changed as much
as many hamlets since the
war.

Wildlife, notably birds, were
much more abundant and
of greater variety than the
present day. As we went to

school, we found many
nests of all kinds in the
roadside hedges. The
songbirdators at a

reasonable level.

I can remember Mr Turner

the farmer, growing oats
where Mr Hopkins fir
plantattion was planted

(approximately 1929). | saw
these trees planted and
then | saw them felled in
1992

One notable occurence
during this period was the
fire which destroyed the

farm  buildings  between
Courns View and The
Orchard. It started one

Saturday morning and it
quickly took hold in the

hay-filled barns. The fire
brigade came but they

quicklt drained the
rainwater tank and could
then do very little to stop
the fire. The mains water
was eventually laid on
about 1933-4.

A frequent sight in North
Dean in the late twenties
and early thirties was Lord
Graves leading his goats
around to find pasture. The
locals  nick-named  him
"Bunkum".

We had a good bus service,
run at first by the Penn Bus
Company, later taken over
by the Thames Valley Bus
Company. The buses ran
about one per hour, the last
one leaving Wycombe at
10.25pm, sometimes
dropping you off at your
gate. The fare was one
shilling (5p) return and at
Wycombe most of the
buses used Frogmore as
the terminus. During snowy
weather the buses would
terminate at Clappins Lane
and not attempt the hill.

At Christmas all the children
were given a very nice party
at the Village Hall and at
the end Father Christmas
arrived to give all the
children a parcel. One year
all the village children were
invited to a party by Mr C.V.
Troughton at North Dean
House. The highlight was
hide and seek all over the
house.

Traffic in those days was so
infrequent that we used to
play "tiles " right out in the
road outside the council
houses in Upper North
Dean, and cricket with the
wicket chalked on the wall
outside the Sportsmans
Arms.

Most of the land in middle
North Dean was farmed by
the Turner family. Lower
North Dean was farmed by
Mr Troughton, whose
manager was a Mr
Waterton. Most of the land
arounf Upper North Dean
was owned and farmed by
Mr Joe Hopkins.

Many local men worked in
the chair factories at High
Wycombe and bicycles
were mainly used as
transport. A woodturning
business was run by Mr
Tom Rogers assisted by his
son Charlie.

In the summer, cricket was
played most Saturdays. At
this time, North Dean had a
first reserve side, but
needed help from outside
the village to support two
teams. On one Saturday,
two matches were in
progress at North Dean, the
slips being used for the
second pitch. There was
also a ladies cricket team
whose mainstay was Mrs N.
Bunce. The Old House was
two cottages at this time.
Mr F. Gibbons and his
family lived in the section
overlooking the cricket field
and Mr North and his wife
occupied the front part.
Prior to the mains water
coming, they used a well
for their water supply.

The Second World War
(1939 - 45)

A number of the young
men of the village were
called up for military service
and a Home Guard unit
was formed. To my
knowledge, none of the
young men who fought lost
their lives, but some wers
wounded. We seemed @

condinied on anolhos %




Lovrn Pevon ﬂe}éfdf&ﬂ read ...

SPRING CLEANING DISAISE

Epring-claining, is a disaise
game's the malsles, or the mumas,
or this-yer Timaihy-litus or
pannysitus or whataver ‘lis cailed,
And when 2 wummen shows the
fus' slgns of it har ought to be look
straight away to the sallytorian until
fhe fit have passad away,
Wumman what have got ihe sping-
clain fever shuld be shut up il
they comes back to their sainses,
where they wuden be 'lowed to
zaa g bit o' carpet ner a cubberd
ner a plece ofumiture 'pon No
pocount, Speclally the carpet fur
her'll rip 'en up, zac'ly same as |f i
had done her some Injury, Her's
defighied when her hemrs lhe
ripping and i=aring as the calves
ba ta hear the clotier o' the bucket,
Tie muslc [0 thie years of her
Whan her zees the dist and
smasch fidling Up the nouze 'nid
to etilfle & d=ad cat it putls mare
joy i her hear than & quart o'
zider do 1o & hervaster. Than her'll
heng up Thik poor carpst whal
never done kber a minute’s hanmm
gver smeca twes 3 carpet, harll
heng 'en up across the Lne and
kel let inte ‘en with your best
witlking-stick, vore-stroxs and Deck
fill har've broke the stick all abvoad
to malches and best the carpet
that thin, you can zes the (ime
through ‘en by the shurch ook
Her'll do mere injury 1o thik carpet
in hal-a-nower than you wude In
half-a-year of ordnery wear an’
taar,

Mex' thing her dos &= 1 iy
gnd Fea haw many things her can
gtand up, ane an fop he tather in
{he landing at the head o the
slalrg, without the whaola Iot feliing

down over. Her'll start with & box
stood 'pon one end, then the head
o' lhe bed fied flat. 8 couple o
chairs, the dressing table with the
legs sticked up in the air; atop that
a waish-basin and Jug and sevver]
other coamen articles, a plcsher or
o, & vew cannle-slicks and

amements, & couple o' veather
pillers, hall a dizzen books, and on
top o the whale |at herll stick the
ipoking-glass,

Well, and by this time her've
discovered the duster which her
wanls to use next is In under the
boltern box, and so her attemp's to
take |t out without upsefing what
used o be oalled thie Equal
Abrahm. Her halves Up on2
gorndar o° the box and axpects all
e rest o' the tnings fo bide &3
they be; and when the whale box
a' trickes comes down on har haid
her looks surprisad,

Mind yer, whan yer comeh
home Rerll declare ‘twas all your
fau't becus you lergol the bar
a'valler zoap and we-pennerd o
nails which ner old e (o take
back lag” Vridy

Tidn a scrap ogude fo &
what differance 'twude a-made
‘cos you might all-so-well read the
len commandments o &8 rin-away
hoss as arg' with a wumman when
har's spring-claining, Very Ekaly
her've gcat the walsh-bzein all
sbroad te shords;, and knacked ol
sevvarl hannles ol things, but her
waun' matier that in the laist so-
long as her have'n brioke the
locking-glass, which wude a-meant
zeb'm years bad luck

Tis wonderful how the women
do love @ change, naver mind i s
arly a changs fer the worst
Thats the rale ralson why her

have’s spring-claining onca a Year.
Tid'n becus the place is durty.
Wal a bit of it ‘cus her've bin
rubbing to it and scrubbing to it all
the year round; go I stands 1o
raison it can'l be in the condition
her fries to makes out.  All this-yer
old rigmarale aboutl the durt and
the much and sitchedike, is only
excusa "cus her wants (o turn the
bed with the head around tother
way and pult the walsh-stand
where the chest o'drawers use o
ba. An'the next’ ime you goes in
tha mume in the dark, thinking
you'm gwaln 1o walk straight
across same's Usual you feichas
yar fast a whack up again the legs
e' & taable which Lse 1o be auver
agin the winder and makes yer
toes erack again. And then they
wonders that a man says things
which he did’'n ought to.
Spring-claining ‘e only ols
gupersition, which have been
handed down from tme n
mamorium; that when a carin fime
o' the year oomath around,
everylhing inzide the houze
capable to being moved have got
to be moved, took up, umed tap-
gn-tall, twisted in-an-put, slatterad
all auwer with walter, knacied with
a hammer, hal with a stick, carr'd
out and give two kicks and a
shake, carr'd in and sot down to a
differnt place 1o whare it was ook
up; =0 thal everrybody what wanls
it shan't krew whera to look ter i,
and they whal dan't want it shall
fall auver it
Be warned!
BRIDGET LISTER
Clur first eaniribution which defied
editing, Eql
So thats how they speak in Marth
Dgan?l

e under the man figH

path of e German

bombers used | (e

froquem fEids on e

Midlareds | remembes the
Iy

North Prean Memories - continsed
back arourd Ham. The sownd  Howawer,  North
Germens used a radio Dsan  escaped bomb
bearn for dirsction finding  damage, e noarest
grd when we turmed on o bombs  being ol bombs
Edins we pocked up & being dropped near Spring
ranaioneus warbiing Wood In 1838 Also A

Mosquito  aircratt

up Pigoons Hill
Foug and
Dloris Fedrapm

wers going overtead Fom
dusk t dawn, the iast going




Chiltern Music Services

pientily § ptentily

Keyboard and Guitar lessons are available
locally for beginners and improvers,

If you have always wanted to play an
instrument or improve on your present
performance then give me a call. Maybe
your son/daughter needs extra music
tuition for school work.

Advice is also available on the seleclion of
suitable Instruments.

For further details phone Alan Peppett at
Chiltern Music on the number below,

“Byways”, Goodacres Lane,
Lacey Green,
Princes Risborough,
Bucks., HI'27 0QD

Telephone: (0844) 346261

FLORAL CRAFTS

NEW ROAD, WALTERS ASH. HIOH WYCOMBE
(endrance by SHAM& SCHOOL OF RIDING)
Telephost: MAFHILL 341331

Flower Craft Shop

ARTISTIC FLOWER ARRAMGEMENTS, S0FT TOYS,
EXCLUSIVE CIFTL, GREETING CARDS, ETC

Wedding Flower Studio

BRIDAL BOUQUETS, HEADDRESSES, o
CHURCH and RECEFTION FLOWERS
FALSH PLOWERS 1o arder

SILE FLOWEN DEFLAYS FOL HIRE

OFPEN: Wokdspn B Kl am m i 8 pm
CLOSED: ALL DAY WEDNLIDATY

Telephone
0844 344802

NORTHMILL
SUMMERLEYS ROAD
PRINCES RISBOROUGH
BUCKS. HP17 9PU

M.O.T. TEST CENTE

(M.O.T.s WHILE YOU WAIT
OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK)

TYRES & EXHAUSTS
ALL SERVICING, REPAIRS AND M.O.T.s
CARRIED OUT EFFICIENTLY
AND IN A FRIENDLY ATMOSPHERE

McDONALD MOTORS




FLORAL CRAFTS

REW EOAD, WALTERS A3H, HIOH WYCOMBE Bucks. HP 14 ANE
fenirance by SHAMA STHOOL OF R1DING)
Telephoor SMAFHILL 33843

Flower Craft Shop !
TATIC FLOWER ANRANGEMENTS, 10FT TOYS ! KNIGHT'LEIGH LTD

EXCLUEIYVE GIFTS. GREETING CaRdd, ETC

Rosemary A. Stone

IMSSCh MBChAS

SURGICAL CHIROPOIDNST
Home visits by appointment

TELEPHONE:
Naphill 562359

Vivaldi, Siocking Lane, Hughenden Valley

CHARTERED BUILDING COMPANY

Eddmg Flower Studio For all vour building works —
BRIDAL BOUQUETS, HEADDRTSEEE, sic

CHUACH snd RECEPTION FLOWERLS |
FRESH FLOWERS w5 acder

HLK FLOWEIER DESPLAYS FOR MiRE Luﬂ‘l&{"‘[’_ Janel or Charles

N Wethdam WM am B 5 - Leiih.n“mnm
CLOCSED: ALL DAY WEDNESDATS

lurge or small

Tefephonme; Naphill (0494) 363614

— — - — S —

@ ® @ &
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A LCHCAL PROEESSHONMAL TREL SERVICL

Fhdgerows S
Studiidge Lane
LR T Speen
'.';:' Buchs
2 27 054

i 01494 4HA4T4

A Iricndly, porsnal service offering advice and (ree quolations
fou Al yensr arboricubiuie noeds

Sarveyd and reports

Sempathetic brae peshapng

Free thinning 1o allow more light into your harme aod gacden

Removal of dead, disoased o dying limbed 10 rejuvenate Ursd foees . and oliminale
the woiry of dead wood damage o your own of obthers propeity

Folling o dismantling of trees which are ‘pasd their best’ of are in & dangorous
g e

fopping and removal of the lops of ‘aut of control’ conifers

Frobl teee pruning for mors altractive and productive trees

Trew planting and leee relocalion

Hedge cutling and shaping
Wie are fully insured ard provide o tidy and efflicient sepdco




SCHOOL LIFE WAS NOT EASY IN 1876

Inspector didn’t help! So reveals Emma Billson’s
School Log.

1876

14 Feb. Today | was appoiniad as sole
mistress to Speen School which has 00
scholars, age 5 to 12 years. | find most of
the ehildeen backward In arthmetic and the
Firat Class very back-ward in grammar and
geography.

18 Mar. Atendance average only 43 thes
ook,

10 May. Albert Ward, one of the infants,
miet with &n accidant by being drowned in a
pond adjoining their house.

30 May. Summary of Inspector's Feport
The school is at present in a depiorable siale
of inefliglency. It has suifered lrom constant
change of teachers, The present mistrass is
likely to stay, so the prospects for the school
are fair for the fulure. The infanty have been

i fecl I i il
arfihmetic. (Article 32 (B]). The grant under
Asticie 19(B) is also withheld as the infants
have not been satisfactorily taught. A maore
serious deduction might have baen incurred
but from the fact that the schoal ls new
inspected for Grant lor the first Uime and
there have been hwo changes ol teachers.
Defects in premises must be remediad
without delay. Emma J, Billson, Pravisionally
Cerifled Teacher.

1 Jul. A meaales epidamic has reduced
attendance o only 25.

1877

29 May. Inspecior's Report The Infanis

have improved greaty, so has the schoal
generally, Miss Billson has really worked
hard and thoroughly deserves a word of
commendation

10 Jul. Averape attendance (nstweek G2,

very good

14 Dec. | recahsd parmission to close e
school a week earfy so that | may attend the
Cernificate Examinalion

1878
1 Apr.
Chilton  (14)
moriesses.
a Apr. Attendance very law as familles
aftenced the races al Lodge Hil.

8 Apr.  There s an outbreak of Scarielina
in the village.

Prudence Tumer (14) and Emily
commenced dulies as

4 May. The inspector came last month
and his repoct B  The rosults of the
examinaton do not show the improvemant |
expected 1o find, The First Standard and
most o the Siandards genorally arg
bagiowprd in Arithmatic, and the Handwriting
= nol on & par with the Spolling which s
good. Batter resulls in Arthmetic will be
jooked for next year, The supply of desks
appears to be nsufficent. The schalar lor
whom the Honour Certificate is daimed doga
nol  satisfy the reguirements of the
regulations of Gth February 1877.

27 Jun. | taught them the words of the
song. Wavelets are Gleaming, instead of
Tables.

18 Jul. Whooping Cough allecting
aftendance.
20 Jul. Aliendance small today being

Feas! Doy at the Temperance Hall.
10 Sep. | closed the schoo! today as it
was the day of Chelir Picnic,

1879

27 May. Inspector's Repart: The scheal s

daing mﬂmr betier on the whola. Tha
u il ingiffenen Wi

the

14 Jul. Gav= half holiday In the sftermoon

owing to it belng Sunday Schoal Anniversary

ol the Chapsi in the village,

11 Aug. Attendance extremely poor this

morning owing to It being Yreat day at the

Temperance Hall lor the Sunday School

Schalars. Cpened school in the aftemoon

but only 12 children came.

12 Aug. Scarlet Fever 5 again culing

aftendance to only 37. The Rev. W.J.

Burger brought a bottle of Condy's Fluld to

diginfect the schaal premises.

15 Aug. On medical authority | closed the

school,

6 Dcl. Bchool se-opened foday afler

Scarlet Fever belng prevalent In the Village.

1880

24 May. Inspecior’s Report:  There s
some improvement | am glad fo find in the
wiark of this school, |t has besn worked
under difficulties, |n fact, it was closed down
seven weeks owing lo Scarlet Fever. The
Infarts wanl further aftention gensrally.

12 Jan. Very deep snow, attendance
diown (o 48.

and the




With permission of the Scholam could

Headmistress, Deniso Nayna, here
iz an exiraci from the Speen reading)
School Log Book. The Mistress in
cherge was Emma Jane Billson Interest),
who was regiired by the 1882
Education Act to write a log and to

Inspegtor's Beporta carried oul in
fhe

28 Jan. Attzncance only 28,
25 Fab, Amsncance recovernd 1 an
average of 57
17 May, Inspéciors Reporl. In the uppis
Division the Scefing is had and the Reading
Is vary moderate, But the Arthmetic is good.
The School = attendsd by a gres! many
infarts. ©f 12 {age &) examinad, only six
could form thair lettars, five add, and four
subtracted e2sy numbers:.  This Is nol
greditabla. The Srant suffers n daduction on
o tenth for the cefective atininments of the
infants geners®y. =nd lor the fslre in
Wriling under the Standard. (Article 32 (B)).
Paymants under Artcia 13(B) [1a) will not be
rengwed unisss the Infanis are belter
Insirucied,
10 Jun. Meny chilcren halping parents
, attsndance only 21,
11 Jul.. Amendance small this mofning
and closed scheal this altarnaon for Sunday

Siandard 1 (Simpia arfibmatic and
up o Standard Vil
(fractions, decimals and simplo

progress fram government. Tha School Pence
rate was 1 pence, less @ more
than twe fren a family, and more,
2 pence . il the parenis wore well

off, eg. employers,

I The Inspecicrs could withhald
pagsed Standard V, (Ressarchers the grant or reduce
note - The National Curriculum of
18807 had the wheel come fulf
The Log Book also has the circle in 19907)

Schools were funded from
spring. Unlike ftoday's (hwee sowces: Subscriplions by
inspections, the puniz weme parshiongrs,
collected weekly from the children,
and Grants from the

Spoen School was buill about
1660 from an endowment frusl
from Mra. Grace, a parishicner of
School Pence SL John's Lasey Green Church ol

England. 8. Blesine

Schoal  Annlvereary,
13 Jul. Anondance small 68 thers wos a
tea at the Temperance Hall

B Aug. | was presented, this altérnocn,
by Emily Chilton and Bertha Tumar, an
behalf of the Scholars end Friends, with a
beautiful photographic album, a small loken
ol esteem with kind love and best wiahea.

12 Aug. EmmaJ Billson resigned. {To an

unknown destination. APJ)

14 Sep. Ellen Maria King tock charge of
Speen School after the Harves! Holiday, with
48 puplls,

28 Oct. Diocesan Inspecior's Report
Miss King has only been here a few wesks.
She will have plenty 1o do in encouraging the
children to be more , and in
getting them out of tha habit of whispering
their angwers. More hymns 1oo will be
taught and Private Prayers alsa. The Writing
ol the upper school children wes good.
Edward Barker, General Inapecior for the
Diacese of Oxford

Farmidl wf e mln v b m— el s = da st D e e A T i £

et

Partrrgni. Koy ¢iliirm
Pl nrvmder 1857 Folka
af phe shiliien & Foeardas
Hors 3 parmumive foo dircadato)
lﬂ‘tliﬂ-

Sianary flanis fo Filedeioms
e Pamive Napes ans dor

et
Sl fadons o, e i v

Sneen Sohool 1970

m=fficencies, =ea the examples,



Winter-Taylors

S TETINHS

Our CONVEYANCING Salicitars sl awsist in the wale and'or purchase of Residential Propertics

Our FAMILY Solicitors deal sympaibetically with e
separation and their financial cermsequences, oh il oo

=al aspects of fumily Sreakdown including divorce,
t e and wielflare mutters

Wills, Probate, Tax and Trust affaiss are fandled by Solicions in ozr PROBATE Department

Our LITIGATION Salicitars deal with vl

Litization maters mcluding Personal Injury and Deby
Recovery

Our COMMERCIAL Depanment Solicil

i landle Company alfains, Commercial Litigation, and
Commercial Convevancing

Park House
London Road Church Sireet
High Wycombe Prnces Rishorough

Bucks HPILI IRZ Bucks HP27 9AA

e O1d St

Tud

0429 450171 Tel 0834 347076

ABREY BaARN CONTRAGTORS
WEST YARD, SLOUGH LAMNE SAUMOERTOM, HIGH WY IDLIEE

TEL = 0494 SAMING

Bullding Supplies for the Frafessiennl and DIV
Large Cuantities in Steek for Collestinn o Nelivery

Sand & Ballast *  Buliging Sand
Cemeani Flims

Graded Topseil Leiphton Sharg Sand
Reject Stans - Type 1. & Typn 2 RAoad Stare
Feashingle for Footpaths & Dirives (10 & 20 mm Shinale)

Cotswold Shingle 10 & 20 mm - Ssmples an Reguost

d; 4 & 8 yard Bkips For Hirp

OPENING HOLRS :  Menday to Friday - fam to 5.30pm
Saturday = Tam o 12.30om




M.PAYNE
BUILDING

Estimates free from your local
builder for all types of gencral
building work and repairs,

Extensions - Alterations - Garages
Patios - Garden Walls
Replacement Windows

Kingswood preasm

Hampden Road 8 vanarat
By ¥l e

Speen  $EAT =T

i W -

0494 488259
Mobile 0374 250866
Evenings 0442 862973

Builders, Developers, Plumbers
and Decorators

EST.1948
LACEY GREEN, BUCKS.

Tel: 0844 344342/346688

Our Service always
passes rhe test

WHILE
YOu
WAIT

TEST & REPAIR CENTRE

Erpp it collectinn ang aelivery 1or senigihg and fepare

Dkl Cratoed B, Puaciegion. Mg Wiyoombs. Bucks. FO1 4 100
Tl CASd Ml 1RZ0

SPEEN POTTERY
Tel i 258 e

DOECORATIVE
EARTHENRARE [ Trows Muddes

The iraca kesding s SPEEN POTTERY ronk down &
Wity necluthed vadley juat oiiside the willage af Bpe
smpie e (143 Moy i, The Posiary and Shewenton 4
! g oif comage mud u Scbghetul penden. Thaw
B Julltg wowcd B A OERET

(w dienliy bh D ihosomom o euampies af bl
fubly coleared and Fine wolessre.  Specisl
Commemimicive Plaes aod Bawls can ilso be mide
Tor Weddirg Frowaas, Asmnefiarai., and oihel oign:
et Phge meed i by PerE el

The Periars 5 dpon frery day, bt i you waml i ibe
Twan 16 s w0 cedder f woulid be advmable i ng
hafore semung,

Triag Baddeg - Wy Cosspe. Niphepod Bospes,
Soven, i MPT O




HOW THE OLD CODGER 'SAVED’ NORTH DEAN
Or would have done if he'd been old enough!

Feading Gordon's account of
lite im the Home Guard, raminded
me thal we akeo had a thiiving
Home Guard at Norm Dean, | was
too young ta join, but was alowed
lo tag along lor some of their
ectivities. Sunday maming was o
highight of the weoek, when rills
target practcs tock place In the
figid wo knew as the dawns, not
too far away. In the aarly weoks,
many & langsd was recavered sull
0 prEATr candition

As time went on, more holes
began o appear in the targets,
and o kiftty was iniroduced each
week with fhe besl score ieking
the pot. | considersd mysall 1o be
a mofkaman, end oné moming |
was aflowed o hove & go, being
siakmd by Anhur Smith, who
became my friend for 18e My 8g0
was alighily denied whan
recovaring my target | found if 1o
be one of those sl In pristine
condition, Ower the foilowing
weeks, | did manage o put a few
holes in my tangals, Bul never won
the pat for my Sponsor

When the signals saclicn wos
formed, | becam# good lhends
with the Offices in charge and
offared to help by carrying the
flags. ‘Yes, high technology had
armved in Nofh Dean! maen werg
sand 1o all the high points in tho
area armed with & pair of lage,
and soon messages were being
lashed fram ane peint to the athar,
| sometimes thought & would be
quicker d | ran across the valley

with the mossage. Al the end aof
the evening, when the messages
wore checked, many a laugh was
had, a4 the meesages recor/ed
bore linie recembinnce bo those
sentl Alter woeks of hard wark the
Uit became guite proallcient, but
the flags were soon replaced with
motE modern eguipmaent.

Gamia the day when i wioa
decided tha! the Company shauld
become shlied in the art ol houss-
to-house hightng, the coltages naxt
t the Sporismans Arms welo
chosen for thiz exercise. Tha
ooccupamts wers agked o vacals
the houses for 2 fow hours. The
enamy was matsled i the upsisis
fooms, then with blackened faces
and mush skedting our gallant
beys. rushed (nls the housss,
opening the doors with & orash o
hobnaded bociz and finally
smeming with their praoners’, 1o
the applause of the walching
Viliagers

A road biscx wag pud in plase
al he bottors of Tafly Halts
garcken wilh an arg of hre hat
would take e any anemy lanks ar
man appeanng mund hs oorner
by Longwoaod. The bottom end &f
the Village were not 20 happy
about Uva, a3 they could only

walch the tanks frundle by
Howewer, this proldem  was
addressed when Normh  Dean

Houses becams ha Hedogiansis
af the lacal Home Guard
YWe 160 nad an alieraft cragh

on the Village. murowly missinn

the bungalows Wycombe side of
Clapping Lane.  The Heme Guars
cama second this lime, a first on
ihe scane was Gharlie Rogers ouwr
Village A Raold Worden, Sadly
we could do nothing for the tas
aircrew who deed in the crash.

On a more chesrdul nots, an
airman from 8 damoged aircralt
parachuled down inlo the woods
next o Clappins Lane, and after
walking down into tha Village, w2
given 1=a ard biscuits while he
walted for transpod 1o plek hilm up
In relum, he ifold us, “off the
recoed”, whefe he had bured ha
parnchule. Aller much searching
wa found thie chute and the Tadiss
wale sbie 10 find many uses for |
tha =ik parwls, The lads mace
use of the miles of nylan cord s |
I =l nad same undl quite recantly

The Home Guard at Nomn |
Dean wenl from stength 0
sirengtn over the yoars untll the
Firsal stand dovn in fale 1044,
by THE OLD CODGER.

One day we'll learn the Identity of
this mysierious pargonl Ed.

SPECIAL OCCASIONS

Vintage and Classic Car Hire

w Chaulleur Driven Vintsge Lagonda. and Bl Coliriadet
avallable.
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The Country Kitchen, Bregd and Duttes, Wells and Fumps, WitermB s o Dot they syor,

Windmills and how they

worl, Old Farm Machines, The Farmerk Tools

Sligphieiding

Country Seats, The Village School,

Hughender. Buﬂders

gt 3

B
-

(]

s Works Underieken

* Extenslons Atesstions, Lofl canversions

* Hoofing, all tve

= Orives. Block paving, Tarmac etc

FE 1

* Patigs; Walls, Garden Landscaping
» Plumbing, Piastering, Camentny
* Planning Sendice - Clear & Concise Plans

Single Storey £150 00 .
+ Council feas
Tweo Storey £300.00

Frae detailed estimate with draming
Planning feas ralumed if tender accepted

171 Main Road Tel:

01404 562237
Naphill,

01494 538057

e Hitlling fellls of iphosood Fiotlom >

* Walters Ash »
Private Hire Services

Airporis # Hotels = Theaire = Restaurants
Weddings » Sation = Eic » Any Distance

Couner Service for Dodsomenis and F'pq.h_lh\.
Mohbile Phone jor Clients Lse

Telephone: Alan Coles (01494) 563456
Mobile: 0831 348549

ANY DOG FOUND

WORRYiNG SHEEP IN
THL'.' FIELIJ WiLL BL

AND
[OUENT ACTION

3 .suﬂ‘

b TAKIN AGAINSTTME )R
Psl-ﬁ' OWHERS,




JENKINS NEWMAN
Partnership

ESTATE AGENTS
VALUERS, SURVEYORS
AND FINANCIAL ADVISERS

THE ULTIMATE SALES TEAM

Specialising in the sale of properties in
Speen, North Dean and the surrounding villages

Offices at: 27 Crendon Strect, High Wycombe Tel: 0494 528000
and Hazlemere Crossroads, High Wycombe Tcl: 0494 716000

EFFICIENT, PROFESSIONAL & INDEPENDENT
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1960 was the yﬂar in which

Lo l.;.' Vic Efford made this pen and | [
' "Ink drawing (here much
reduced) of the playing field

im high summer. | undersiand
that he used to sell copies for
half a crown (12.5p)

by

..,..............Wben Jacquelmﬂ was
Queen of The . Fete A |

e
7245 COURT OF FETE QUELN 's.s0 EVENING DANCE
vl i
Mrchurra
i |J1|1.I55 Tl]'l.lrh'l.n'” Tamp ['5} s BARHECUR
i ad Furpmig af Cimdrai™s Fabi Pean
E.__‘*” amd jii g i Cinddren’s Peooraenl i oeche % EHR MINSYREL
e e st ‘Wike Caredery” amd Ao commiire
e Sl o

Speen had not  held a fole for several yemrs,
whan, in 1880, there wis an urgent need to do
50 in ofder fo mise the £80 nesded o ropair &
lgaky villagie hall roof. In the svent there was &
prafit of £108. This was a good sum for thosa
diays

History records that & cerain  Miss
dacquelne Lowes was crowned Fete Quesn
She tater married her King - David and went 1o
live in the nearby principality of Risborough,
but Jacqueline has also stayed loyal lo Spean
for all the three and a half decades which have
passed since that memorable June day of her
youth

| hopae it didn'l rain on her relgn and Ut
Jacqueline and her subjocts were able to party
hil midmight - &% it promises in the programma -
o the sounds ol Mike Caudery and his
CAMPIne Songs.




HIGHWOOD BOTTOM - "A secret Lane" where Mr.
Cooper met summary justice.

Highwood Bottom

. @ stesp-sided little valley on the westermn fringe of Speen,
somehow evokes another age. A handful of old cottages sprawl along the valley
floor, mach with vegetables and flowers in season. There are sheep graEng,
chickens clucking and an ancient donksy lives in gentle retirement. The staep
aastern slope is slowly but surely turning from thorn scrub into forest. An old wood
beyond the |ast cottage s home 1o a large badger cclony. Thereafter the lane
makes & stony ascent, past & mysterious okd farmhouse and on lowards Lacey
Grean on the ridge beyond,

Here |s how some of the folk who live in Highwood Bottom talk about |t

When the owners were away, the mice did play - in
BOTTOM COTTAGE.

Roger and Rosamary and their
son  Dominle live at Bottom

Coftags, Highwood Baltom, with
their large and boisterous Alredale.
Roger and Rosemary fell in love
with Highwood Boftom almost
twanty years ago when, while
flicking through Country Life ai ihe
denlist's, they saw Botlom Cottage
adveriisad.

They neaded o move [rom
their finy cottage which opened
stralght onto the road and had only
g small garden shared with fiva
other houses, es Dominie would
goon be walking and needed
gomewhere 1o play. It sounded
oo good to be true. The price was
yery reasonable even though, at
that time, house prices were
climbing daiy.

When they came o =88
Botiom Cotlage on a beaufiul
June day, Foger and Rosemary
loved the ‘'secret’ lane, the
counirysida around the garden,
and the fint and brick house
looked perfect However,
Rosemany's haar sank &3 the door
opened - it was certalnly “in need
of rencvation”! An ormy of mice
moved in during the week, while

tha owners were in London. Thera
were holes In the doors and the
ceiling was thickly covered in soot,
Roger, "thank goodness® says
Rosemary, could see beyond al
that and persuaded his wite that |t
would soon be put to rights, To
their great relief, nona of the many
glhers who looked round the
coltage had Roger's foresight and
so it was their own

pifer that was accepled,

Thay learmt that tha house was
bt in sbout 1720 by tha lamily of
the Inamous highweymsan, Jahn
Coopes. Therefors, whean It was
extendad, In 1978, there was much
excitemanl in case bured treasure
ghould be discovered  during
pxcavations, Alas, no such |uck,
avan lhaugh the digger drivar was
hawk-eyed as each bucketiul of
earth was moved, Inadentally, the
newest part of the coltage has
caused people 1o siop in the lanse
and muss "Was it a chapel?

Keen gardeners and lovers of
the countryside, Fosemary and
Aogers pond 5 a haven for &
multitede of wildife. They later
bought a sirip of the adjcining
hillgide o anable them lo have a

“wild part’, vegetable plol and
gomewhere to park the car. Thalr
anvironmentzl  Intaresis  wera
furthered when they were able 1o
by sbout an acra ol nelghbouring
farmiand, a lew years ago, o fusfil
a chershed dream of plantng a
gmall woad., There are abou
glghteen specias of Chiltarm trees
and $hrubs which are now growing
wall, degpite 2 shaky start with o
drought years - "etarnal thanks lar
thie vse of the Tumip End Cottage
hose®, says Hosemary, "en
minutes per res or they | twrm thelr
ropls up, according tha ChlEmM
Bociety’'s experls.” Sweep's Gopse
traes and shrubs have noW grown
large erough 1o begin (o make a
contribution to the |andscape.
Why Sweep's Copsa? Well it was
gnoe part af John Yest's fisld
named Chimney Sweaaps, because
{he local chimney sweep, Mr
Hickman, lived a! Turnip End just
by that very field,

Highwaood Bottom is still a joy
{o the family, rain or shina, visitors
laugh at belng remindad when
Inviked to lunsh "dan't larget your
wallies!"




BRYN

House deeds make interesting
reading and give your house o
sense of history. Our house
originates in the 17th century,
ns did most In Highwood
Bottom,

Hewaver, tha earfiest deeds
we have are from 1912, The
moartgage was then 1040 and was
financed by the vender! Clearly
repayment was a big preblem then
ag now, because whan the house
was resoid B years laler, only the
intersst (at 4% per annum) had

been paid, confrary o the
aonditens  written  inta  the
morlgages

Tha cesds describe the

property ag "abutling upon the
High Road leacing from Speen fo
Lacey Green', sounding rather
diflerant to the guisl unmade track

HIGHWOOD BOTTOM

COTTAGE

anjoyed by resldent and rambler
today., The house changed hands
frequentty in the firet hall of this
peniury, with sevaral nolable
pacple owning or renling it at
varlous times, For instance, the
artist Cectl Colline holidayed here
in 1830 we know this from
photographs of the arist in a book
which also features a painting he
made of our living room. While
modernist in styls, the room is
gulle recogniesble ag i iz ioday,
incloding the inglencok fireplace
and the orlginal tile flaar.

At that tima the house Was
galled Monk cottags, presumakdly
bagauss it was ownad by a William
Menk (we don't know where the
glrramt narrme comes from-and its
allusion to a Weish hillside).

Monk sold the house (o
prother famous name, the actor

Ardhony Quayle | wha ownad It for
five yeara from 1838, We balieve
h& wasz respongible for some of tha
*modernisation”, including a
bathroom, This atill leatures tha
original and extracrdinarly large
bath {you can lie full length In i)
Whether Mrs Quayle was
particulardy fond of baths or was a
woman of stature |3 not dear,
{maybe a (wo-al-a-time bath?
Ed.) but it did require an enfarged
well ta supply the bath.
Regrettably 1he well weas filed in
for a subsequent extension, but we
would have enjoyed the facility for
walering the garden.

Talking of water, al tha
mamen!, early February, our "high
road® |s more & gurgling brook
than a rcad, so perhaps it did
remind someone of VWales after all,
JEREMY AND PAULINE HALL

BEN'S STORY CONTINUES...

My brother Francls was born in
1935, 1'was bamn three years later.
[ =il have the blue embroldered
pinafores that we wore 83
evaryday dress and | have
phatographs of us running freely in
iha garden and forever eating
gpples. One of the many varistes
was called Curl Tall. The old free
dizd last year bul now (i is "afive’
ggain hosting a rambiing rose.
{Speen was then full of archards
that have now sadly disappeared).
We seemad o live outside
amengst the abundant piles of fruit
gnd with the wasps and naifles
and butiarities,

Sometimes, when my mather
and father had o leave us at home
yhile they gave concers, an enfire
tarnily would come down from the
yilage, A baby sittar would not
veniure alone down the lare for
fear of meetng the ghost of the
highway man. He was called
Cooper and legand has it that he
was hanged and buried in the
carnar of our wood,

Also righténing was hearing
the flying bomb that landed in
Hampden and seeing the sky lit up
lram London as |t wes blitzed,
Belore my father was postad to
Wales ha was part of the local
home guard, One day they dug a
hole, as & hide out, on Parslow's
bank., The Indent is still evident!

| fiest went fo school at
Piggotts when | was three years
gld, sometimes walking all the
way, taking my soup in a blue
enamel lidded can, | remember
being with the grandchildren of
Erc Gil and "Aunty” May, our
tescher, whosa lezsons were
Iinterruptad by the sguealing plgs
belng killed.

When | was eight my aunt
Ellzabeth, a palnter from Florance,
cama to stay at Valley Cottage.
This was a very imporiant tima for
me, We usad lo paint landscapes
ingether and she gave me the ol
paint bex which | stll use, She
also painted poriraits of the local

children and | remembar Willam
Bennett, who |z now a famous
fiautist, refuctantly posing as ha
played his flute. From now an |
never stopped painting and | soid
my first plcture for five pounds, (a
fortunal), to the viddinist Eric
Gruenberg.

When | was nine | left the
village school o go 1o Christ’s
Hospital and the wnfamiliar
environment of a boarding schoal,
The boys wore strange long blus
black cloaks, breaches ard yellow
stockings. | was lucky to have an
imspiring and original art teacher,
Her name was Nell Todd and her
puplls made her speech day hals
crowded wilth fantasy, and birds
nests ke Edward Lear poems.




Chickans Inved in the an room and
&5 a punishment we had 1o collegl
cow pats and 50 her flower garden
Mourished.

From school | wert o the
Slada, for lour years, until 1960 |
hedd my first exhibition that year o
Hermow and showed a portrail of
Chios Ashorofl. As n result | had
my lirsl commission 1o paint o
portralt, m young girl af fourieen
Her name was Tessa.  We mel
again when | was teaching at the
Wycombe College of A, She
want on 1o sludy ceramics al (he
Central School of Arl and design
and we marrisd in 1564. We have
two children, Toblns wha was bom
in 1967 and Tabitra Ihrea. yoars
later, Both wese at Speen school

and contrued their education

In able o ook o detal al :--_-F

High Wyeembe, then wenl on 18  priceless medals, ong dating back

Bristol uwniversity., Like mysell,
poth loved tha resdom and space
of the walley when they werne
children,

In 1970 | built my studio and
gallery (this took me a year) and |
began my work ag a  portrait
paintar, in. 18983 | was
sommissioned by the Fishmongers'
Hall to paint The Prince of Wales
| had six sitngs al Kensingion
palace. Somatmes Lady Diana

gat and chatted, and after each
sitting | remained 1o work on the
uniforem (it was the full dress naval
urdfarm that ha was mamied i)
This was brought 0 me o0 &
dressmaker's dummy and | was

to the tlme of Wiliam
ConqueEny.

Speen paltery was opaned fen
YEBrs  Bgo. Tessa makas
gecorated earthenware patiery
Thic has a fine finish uniike ths
fraditional stonewang (hal peopls
ara more lamilisr with. [In her
showrgam you can Bee her wide
range of tablewars and examples
of her commemaorative plales and
bowis that area made on
commissian. Last vear we held
aur 12th blennial exnibition of
pattery and paintings at Valley
Coltage
BEMN RUBBRA

g




NEWS FROM SPEEN SCHOOL

Year 3 pupils will be
perfoming al Wycombe Swan an
April Bth, They will be 1aking par
in "Energize '85%, a schools’
production  co-ordinated by the
County Education Deaparimeant
The children will be among B00
pupils performing  "The  Selfish
Giant",

The Sehool's Parent Teacher
Association has  three exciting
events  in the pipeline and
everyone in the village Is invited to
attend,

The ‘Aucton of Promises” will
lake place at Speen Village Hall an
Salurday April 1sl. Dave Evans is
the avchioneer - and thare's bound
o be something of Inlerest 1o
evaryone, Admigsion g £3, which
includas a catalogue, ploughman's
supper and a glass of wine,

Back by popular demand in
Jure |z the Caribbean Might. The
evening will take place n a
margues in he school grounds
with a llve stesl band. Included in
the ticket price of £12.50 is hot
food and authentic Carbbean
dishes! The dale for your diary is
Saturdey Juns 17th at 8 pm.

ggu“mﬂ T

Seled, iy
n:']:',nl_ﬂ!r ‘j' d..k

Birfioas Ear RASL S0 T

Sl o s o

_-j = £ L?'M H-I!.E pﬁ'luﬁ‘l

e -

— -

- S
. L i o= i —

el

el i

..-:u"" F
‘:m_ vl £

ext. tHung o

-

L

EIE T pam

WWW

_fn'.arlf L5 tha pensudn | j ffl.:...l’"lE-.-‘E-Tn—J:&;
H‘u_ Pn‘*'l-'l?u.r..--; sk = \.-:...I.I:-ll.h_\_.lll—_f Ll

aldimis ptu:, Lontliar O oy Mo .
r-é.ﬂjl LJIEJ'J bh—-l j- [

|P-.:.r| LA Larrnf )
2 1ard @ ikl e oo

T T R e L
¥ ﬂr:"?"‘:"'-‘ |
PRI T E 4 |
. =il b -"-"'r-J-l.- |
CHar it | T
4

- ey
o Lredf il st

#
}u‘._‘l_' : B L) = b
dﬂb_’j ﬂJﬁJﬂ m.drdilu'm E a%ﬁqﬂ* el T “‘L‘Ffﬁfu
':"F‘ﬁt‘-ﬂ-? m&-fr"he.b:-bjws me ] S i 3 e rouaaly
Hfmmﬁfﬂ{waana’-hm ' MJH_‘J‘ Shet al frar hasie . Sha hud

J'w_-'.ﬁ-ﬂ'
l W

arial I‘”‘qu

= Gl

skt

W“M

G Frieht ke yi o cad v 90 sd Lo s
ust thae Ea%m theouchdn,

4 L St} “elett Siait
Ill"ﬂ a}.l'lrl"— =y T

v oL o S thal L Castis

withy rrpa "
Coftie o o8 Tors ]""j"' -:nrrnz,:}lf,l"“r:ll.;jﬂ'h
57 Cuk of m'nf't cfebe coan’ Eu:!,n‘ vt
!ZdE § "":--....n.-'ﬁ':sﬁ-' El’r r:'.-'f o
t;h!.ﬂ = |'-.-2-.'_||. 2 ] l.,_i::lll-n J a.,:,.llﬂ'-uiﬂ
.J.I-EJ l'TLn.A.'..-..:I-"I.I" |-r_'| s i:\1',._.;,_-! I l.l'ld'-:

;jrh_;:' LR A P

On  the mght before Ihul

Caribbean NMight, ([Friday June
16th) the PTA is organising a
children's disco in the marques.
All children aged betwean 5 - 10
are welcome, The disco will stan
at Spm-and finish &l 7pm. Tickels
are ©2.50 to Include refreshments.
Tickats for all these events ara
avajlable from Alice Caorrick (01494
SGE5380) or Amanda Bacon (01494
SE216E), Heserve your ftickets
early as lhe lasl two Carnbbean
Mights have been a complete sell-
oul. All procesds will go 1o the
school,
AMANDA CLEAVER
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The Radburns are
Island

A LETTER FROM RACHEL AND
CHARLIE

Halls fram Canvey lsland, We
have now been hera just about &
month and are finally baginning to
settle down, but boxes siill occupy
a large part of our lives.

We are very happy here and
eo busy that the days are |us!
fiying by, and wa don't have
anough time 1o sleepll {and when
we do we have Annall)

Tha peopls who §ve on
Canvey appear fo be a breed
apart, 8 bit like in the old days
when everyone knew evenyono
elge. You can't walk down the
strest without stopping 1o chat (its
a kit ke the old vilage mentality
but with & population of 35,33811) it
iz completely unigua and even
places just off the Island think It
walrd and |t Isa Bil strange really
and lakes some gefting used to.

The church |5 of much tha
same |k (esp. the strange bit!] but
wa feal very weicomed and loved
by the members some of whom
gre grest comedians] One day |
will legrm when they are being
sarous and when not, but for the
moment | believe everything and
thay love !

And now some family bits.
Charlie ks having & greal fime
preparing services (he starts at
5.30 am when Josh gets upl) and
ia enjoying his ‘new’ role ol
encourager. There amre many
organisations in the Church all of
which have very able lesders sa
Charlie is able to support In
differant ways 1o that in which his
previous rural minisifies have
requlred, it 5 good lo have a
change every now and then.

Hachel is joining with two of
the other youth leaders {one has a
baby boy a week younger than
Anmna) in resurrecting a group far
the Christian teenagers and is
atiznding the womens meebings,
mums and toddlers, and the music
group In the church {as well as

alive and well - settling in on Canvey

typing smrmon notes, workshaets,
survaya; letter and so onl] and
spending the rest of my Iife in the
pocl with the bttlies!

Joshuz continues 1o be a very
socigbie i very loud| lithe boy and
has settled down very wall o the
changes. He Fas bwo momings at
playgroup and has made seversl
frionds already. The teachers
think-he's "magic™ {I can thing of
other wordsl) The Mother and
Toddler groups here, becavse of
lack of playgroup places, go up 12
school age, =o we are gelling
Invalved there teo. We also hava
g mume and chid swimming
lesson weekly, and he goes to a
group for 3-5 year olds, where they
do exerciees, plsy games and
sport ard then we swim as a
family alterwards. Unforiunately
his allergy problems confinue and
have bocome severs agaim, 50 we
afe exploring new avenues for
dealing with this (He's seeing a
paadiatrician on 1st February,) but
on the whole he is doing vary wail
end is briliznt.

And to the [iMllest;, Anna too
continues to be a great joy (except
at might!| and her little charasier is
beginring 1o form. She ks a little
bid *mumsy' at the moment which
iz & bit of & paln but fortunately he
other pecple she ssems o fesl
canfident with, we see a fair bit of,
so we do get a break every so
often. Very occasionally ‘ahe
sleepa B hours in a row, but this s
rare and getting rarer! She s a
ehiunky little thing and weights 18ib
{not fai, well covered seys the
Health Visitor] but she is lovely
and healthy and do2snt have any
of Josh's lood problems, She has
just passed her 7 month check
wilfy fiying colowrs.

Ard Charlig writes! 0« was
difficull 1o even consider leaving
Speen at first, bul now we find
ourselves at Carvey Island and
despite earfier hesitations have
discovered a very happy life hers,

The church s siualed at the

far and of the Island ar "Leigh
Beck” and has been witnessing for
92 years. With 50 membera Ioday
N s now able, with Hame Mission
help, to support & ministry full time,
Wa are very pleased 1n belong to
2 Very welcoming congregalion
here at Canvey, and our pravers
continue with the work at Speen,
CHARLIE, RACHEL, JOSHUA
AND ANNA

A LETTER FROM OUR
TREASURER
Coar readers,

| hope that vou have all read
and anjoyved the firsl lour [ssues of
your newslatiar,

Fram the kind comments
receivad, it would ssem we all
wish It to continie. Therefore |st
me gay how the Speen and North
Dean Mews survived financlally
during Itz first year -

The production costs Wwere mel
by a8 ococuple of ‘one-off" local
autharty grentz, adveriising, ocna
fundsraising event and some small
denations. At the end of this firs!
yvaar we have broken evenl

Howaier, some proachve
thought s called lor 1o ensure that
we ocan cantinbe 19 anoy our
villags newslstier. Our adverisers
gre giving active suppart, But that
will hot be enough, so alihough we
have some idess for fund-raising
events in the future, [n order to
sustain & guarterly publicalion
we neod yvour help!l & small
donotion would greatly assist
and so, if you are in agreement
an amount of E2 par houschold
has been suggested, This figurs
% purely a-guide, buf it would
carlalnly halp,

We would hope (o call on
househoids around  lala  June,
when we plen to be delivering tha
summerissue, bl where il Is maore
comeniant for you, you could sand
your donallon o me &b “Ashion’,
Studridge Lana, Spasn,

Thank you for your support.
CAROCLINE PARTRIDGE




L LETTERS

| Dear Editor This Speen couple were burgled twice within four weeks

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Steve and | enjoy living in Speen, It s a village that offers a beawtiful respite trom the
day to day pressures of avaeryday life. But it s that wery need for escape, combined with
work and other commitmants that can leso (o8 degraa ol isclalion as we are unable to
take part In many af the village astivities

At the end of |ast year wa became the victims of 2 burglaries within 4 weaks of each
affher.  |Al the same time that cne of the biurglaries was taking place our car was broken
int@ in Leicester], Having spent four complacent years living 'undigturbed' in Spean, this
naturally came as guite a ahock, Maively, it had never occurred 1o me that we could
become 3 vietim.

| pereonally believe in the value of a strong community splrit but am gulity of allowing
tima, or rather the lack of It, to be my sxcuse for not getling involvad, 11 has taken the
double invasion of my homa to make me stop and consider what that involvement colild
be.

| pow admit to having a wested interest in establishing a Heighbourhood ‘Watch scheme in
Spean, Our local policeman, Brian Price, referred me to len Richards, the Community
Ligison Officer for the Thames Valley Polica, Ha has adviged me that | nesd 1o find out i
thara (& enough interest in the village ta make it work. | would like to uge this newslettes
i ask villagers if they went Meighbourhood Watch.

All | would like people (o do s (o drop & nole (o vourself or ma saving ves or no. If thare
is &nough interest, we can invite lan (o talk fo us and to help us launch the scheme and
hopefully make this village a much harder target for criminals.

| . -~

JAEckie Rawrnan

| rocaliod sesing a MNeighbourhood Watch sign al the enirance o Abbotswood and,
discovering that s coordinator was a Mr John Radiord, | gove him a phone call. Jahn
informed me that it is best to organise on a one street basis (pot village-wida, as Jackie
prasumed). This is furthes sub-divided into groups of six houses. However, if any adjoining
streets find they each have a Neighbourhood Walch, then it makes sense for them fo
combina, says John John then kindly offered to contact Jackes and so | left it there. This
gubject of security is somsthing worth discussing and this newskettor would be happy o
Errg any information or dobate that may amergd .
Ed.

PC BRIAN PRICE CAME TO SEE US

The polica app_lum:l Meighbourhood Walch schemes, says Speen's beat bobby Brian Prica
Thay reduce crime and they bring peopie logether doing what neighbours should be doing
watching out for one another. There is a problem, says Brian, in roads whera pmﬂti:ll-ljl:
Bveryane s oul during working howrs and thal is when the houses are most vulnerabbi;
very few bresk-ine occur (thank goodness) when the residents are at home. Aciually
according to Brian, Spaen is a very light erime area indeod. However there was, he u:lmh.
a spale of break-ins here in the period before last Cristmas. These wers mainty Iﬂlnind nut:
the police believe, by a known Individual. The matter concenting him s currontly being
dealt with, is all that Brian could report at this tima.

'lu{lul'a found Brian easy to converse with and from next issus we hope fo star & regular
series of contributions from him. Meanwhile, if anyone has something they need o discuss
with Brian there is a direct line through which he can quickly be contacted. It is 0205

If tha phone (s not being manned when 3 '
nm" Wik st o you call, don't be put off, lsave a message
Ed,




"SPEEN? - NEVER HEARD OF IT"

By Alan Wright, a "new arrival”.

"Can you diract ma 3 Speen?”
"Whera?" she sald

*Speen” | replled "SPEE N
"Mever heard of it."

Ag it tumed out, it was only 3
milez from where we ware
standing, but for all she knew, i
was not on the map.

Of coursa we all llve there s¢
we know whare Il s and | krow
that the Inland Revenue krow
precisely where it is, but if you are
travelling fom anywhare Io
anywhere; you hawe no reason io
paszs through it. Now that iz a very
good reason for us inhabitants old
and new; i's oll tha bealen track
and away from the hordes.

Having spent the last 40 years

I Canada, we alsa had not heard
ol Spean untll during our last
halidey Elizabath read In tha local
paper sbout 8 ledy who had
moved from Connecticut, & state in
the USA with lovely couniryside
similer 1o England, to a small
vilage called Spean, A lew lucky
breaks and an encounier with
Margaret and David Evans and we
ware house owners.

Meither of us have ever lived
in a village environment before; we
Fave always been nor cose o a8
big city, where |1 can be rather cold
and uninviling, so you can imagine
how delighted we were o have
found such a lovely village with so
many canng people in my
particular case, circumstances
ware guch thal a litlle suppor

would help and that is what |
recerved, lots of it and from all
dirsctions.  MNow thal owr enure
has aimosi reached the 8 monihs
mark, wa hava had time o meel
many willagers, aliend sdma
functions-and nofice that the caring
SNAWs Up In S0 many places; |'s
amaring what a kind word and-&
vizit can do far you When Yol ard
low. '

Someathing else has come 1o
aur natiss in the vilage - fiints and
umps of clay. Now | am sure that
the good Lord had & reason for
having fiinte and lumps of clay, but
why are they all in our garden?

We just hope that somatime in
the near future, we may have the
oppartunity of repaying some of
Speen's ganerosity

THERE IS A SPIRIT OF KINDNESS HERE

|e0oD NEIGHBOURS|

It s good to know that an
exceliant spirt of kindness existsin
our communlty. Owver the past few
wesks 8 number of people have
been in dificult circumstances,
especially needing transpor for
medical appointments, and
valunieers |n the village have
readily come forward, Mewcomers
to the vilage have been weicomead

with kindness gnd there has been
halp for peopie unabie to get to
shops atg.

Elderly lolk have recelved
suppert from all sections of lhe
community, with young poople
bringing in fuel during cald spells,
lasly meals prepared and
companicnship  given  for  the
homebound and lonely, and many
plher examples of care,

The Speen and North Desn
Good Melghbours group ol

volunteers ere available o help
with such things es trensport and
shaopping elg, in an emeangancy, 80
if in need please contact one o
the pecple listed below:

Margarel Jones 488246

Poppy Ellis 488548

Doris Wilsan 485334

Tha {=a and chat group med on
24ih February and they hope 1o
continue with  these friendly
gatherings
GLORIA HOLMES

SPEEN’S BIRDS IN THE SPRINGTIME

..Listen to them says Roger Hussey.

Aboul thirty years ago | joined an
evening class studylng birds, their
behaviour and idenification. The
iter, Ken Williamson fram the
British Trust for Omithology, had &
theory about bird song and how 1o
use il o census bird populations
gnd breeding success;

Mr. Wiliam=on used membears

af the class to try oul his ideas.
His methads are now used all cver
the world, and a few of us are still
using them fo do an annual bird
count in this area, The frouble |8
thal some al us gre losing our
hearing. WWe need some younger
gars lo leam this maost Interasting
and rewarding wark - how about it,

soma of you??

Last year | watsked someone
tfimmimg his hedga. He left & nest
hanging down, the vetng birds fell
aut, whersupan he  promptly
planked them back in and pushaed
thie nest back in place! | woncar |f
they survived??

ROGER HUSSEY.




NORTH DEAN VILLAGE HALL IS LOOKING GOOD

Lite at the Village Hell has
besn fairy guiet since Cheisimas,
but one event that did wake place
was the 80 plus Parly. Much hard
work was pul in by the Hall
Commitae N preparing the food
and meking the tables igok imvting.
The guesis were met with a glass
of sherry, and enjoyed a chat
befors |lunch was served.

Twa of our regular invited
gluests were not with us this year,
John Essicete who has now
relired, and Chariie Radbum who
has moved from fhe district, our
bast wishes o them both.

Alter an enjoyable maal, wa
were enlerained by a group al
ladies calling themseslves Baltom
of tha Barrsl'; sulfering the loas of
their pianist and lead singer ot the
imat minute, they carred on ke
realf troupers, snd gave & very
enlhusiastic and enjoyable

performance,
Everyons who came this year
enjiovad themselves, | you are

over B0 why nol joln us next year.

Looking to the futire, you will
fimd & list of forhcoming events
elaewhere in this igaue, but | would
like to remind you of the AJG.M.
whicsh i on March 25th
commencing at 745 We would
welcame some new faces ab this

mesting &and perhaps B few
volunieers. 1o serve on  ihe
Commities

A talk on work in
jocal woodlands - all
innvited.

Alter the meeling, at approx
8.20 we hava John Norms, from
the Chiltarn Woodlands o give a
talk on the work that has bean
dane and |5 still in progress in tha
local woods, This is of special

interest 1o the jccal people and we
would like to extend & welcome
to both Nerth Dean and Speen
residents to come slong. A
small charge may be made and
light refreshmenis will be served.

Monh Dean has not had the
brighliest staris to the new year,
gnd it I8 sad 1o record three
deaths, Eva Anderson, who lived
at the top and al the Vilage far
many yaars, Elsle Shaw, who was
the subject of our cldest resident
story in the [ast issus, and Sarah
Lynch, who lived most of her
young fife in Morth Dean, but had
just moved wilh her family o
Speen. Our hearls go out o all
the familles for thels great somow
and oss of loved ones.

Two more of our residents
have been serdously I during the
party part of this year Bill Chinn
and Doug Radrup. We send them
boin our best wishes,

JOHN ROGERS

Regular readers of the Speen
and Morth Dean News will know
that the cub pack was reprieved
from closure by a group of
parents belore christmas. There
are 15 cubs in the pack who are
keen 1o comtinue and have
supporind the new l=adsers in their

THE CUBS SUCCEED IN GOING IT ALONE

efioris 1o keep the pack going. so
things are logking good for the
future. Up ta now this term we

have ba=n looking at cobections
made by the cubs, these range
frem callecbons-of Lego models 1o
fis and christmas cards, Seversl
cubs have made very crediable

bird boxes for their Handyman
badgs. Wa have had an outing to
ihe RAoeld Dahl exhibition at the
GCounty Museum as part ol the
readers badge follawed by lunch at
MacDonalds

PAULINE HALL




JOHN OLIVER IS NO ORDINARY COMMUTER - as he travels between Speen
and Russia in search of trade.

In one major Tespeck,
gy professlconsl carser
has been liks a circle.
I joined the R.A.F. as
an officer cadet im 1857
and h ad Ehe

:E-n:tunil;:r = rare abt
t Eime = ®o learn

Russian. I strugglsd
hasd and sericusly:
Russian with Lee
eyeillic alphabet and

complex grammaT CARnSE
be hurried, o I am glad
I starced then.

E a IES uI!imE I
that greatest pogt-

i 1id rniot have
ta Jleask faz te canfirm
this. *“Pravda” at that
time wvas full of tuzgid,
myoples, dangesrous,;
political ramblings.
Tet, this pame
bagkground had alea
preduced one of the
great cultuzrea im the

world, pactleularly In
literatuze - with
figures like Pushkin,

Turgenev, Oogol.Tolsboy,
bostoyavaky and
Chekhow - and in music,
with glants like
Tebhaikovaky. Rachsanineow
and Himsky-Korsakow. My
attitude to Russia
becams and remalned
aabivalent. Anyway, for
us, lea sllitary
lpclatlon as the mo. 1
potential enomy made it
mor# abstragk than real.

My intarasts and
prilozities & :
Happlly for all of

ug, the Berlin wall cams
dowm, tglasnost” and
‘Parescrolka’ prevailed
and the cold war snded.
The 1risk eof mpuclear
Armageddon racaded.
Colncidentally. after 32
yaars - my mlilicazy
sarvice anded. This
gave pe an opportunity
that I had always wvanced
but had always zeganded
an imposaible: the
chanca to wlsit and woik
in Rusais and Llts formes
Warsaw Fact nelghbouras,

market, I war qui
| invelved in a asries of

by & small impare-export
company, which had a 55
yoar presence in this

working wvisice Eo pulp
and paper mille, oil and
gas refinerdlem,
mecallurgical rolling
mille, machipe bullding
planta and former
defence ]ndnntr:l
factories within

countrles of
Feoviet

the f[fozmer
Padon,

{particularly Russia.

& W o
exparienced something of
Ehae BEVEE o Rusalan
wincer in the norkhezn
Forsate and in boundlass
beauntiful Sibezia. I
have soen much of the
rolling Orale landacape.
tha emptlinecs of
Eaeakhatan Eha bleslk
poll of south Ukcaline
and the oily macss that
18 Baku in Azerbaijan.
I have tramped zound the
veatliges af the
Juggecnaut ministerial
Eyatam that managod
inefficiently all
agpects of preductlon.
I have seen much of the
deorepliude and
obsoles=anca of Rusalan
ipdustry, as well =&
#scme forcunate locatione
that have beneficced
from foradgn LAVOstment,
I have glimpaed the
chasbles of  everyday
life, vhers manlicles are
left Unsavered and
unmsaried iz busy zoads
and one can book Ellghte

on non-eXistent
asroplanss. I have met
£ O impressively

e wilent managezs, who
work for parkaps 1/100
of the salary of thelr
Wesktern eguivalents, as
well as somé obviously
inconpetont dsmagogues.
I have learnt the true
meaning of atmosphoric

llution ak BEVATaLl
gtrial lacations,
where ths Bun is

eclipeed by smoke and

[~ Employed 4 yeacrs ago]

iea
glimatic

geographie

axErenan

gzeppe, ctalga, cundce
and rivare AT®
incomprehensibly wvasz.
In Mopoow, roads taks

longer to cross; walking
2 blocka pay regquize it
misutew. There I =
sustained and deepensd
admiracdien for iwe rich
culbure. ¥y reasding
lisgt was extendsd to
Ealzhenltsyn and
Bulgakow, There 1=
disappolntment that the
road te denceracy and a
market Sconomy Ls
preving =0 formidable.
Thera ig chame that the

beat fgatures of life
undar Coamunism (yos,
there wele scas] are

belng subnerged by sons
e6f the ghallow, efude,
vyaluos af Keditern
capitalism. To B, At
fa osad rthar Pushkin’s
status now shazes the
paime Vigta as MeDaspnalds,
i an alss sure that hone
of the past generatlons
who Jlaboursd for human
rights ln Rusais from
che Decenbrisks to
Bakharay . did Bot
seruggle for the fresdom
to davelop ganbl ing
casings - and much else.
Thece I8 worry at the
escalacing erizme and at
the lawlossness of much
of the business in what
wvas preavicusly an owver-
combrol léd but pnn-
vislant soslety.
InE=tnal Eravel oW
ragquices concentration
o different issuess than
hithecks. Bomstimes,
thare L3 anazoment at
the ogurresk rate of
ehange, sapecially in
the dilapidated sbrects
of Hopoow and gt
Petarsburg. Wealth haa
polarissd batwesn the
ridiculously Tich and
the abject poox, Centcral
Hoscow has recantly
become a huge bullding
site, Bptil secently
theze weze no Volvos,
Mercedan, BWWa, Parician
pezrf umez L an;
suparmarkets of Anickers
bars now thess are
copnonplace. Thers is
also hunility at the
patlence, rogiliencs,
etamina and courage of
pany Russlan peopls who
accept eondiclome Ehat




SPIRER PLAYGROUP
Pl With Fugpese®

Speen Playgrowip  opens every
weekday diaring er-lene Trom Snm
fo nood, al the Willage Hall, [lor
chilkbren mged betavcen 3 aml 8 to
play mnad EXPETIEACE NEW thimps.

A full range of eguipment s
provided, covering all aspecis of play
amf development, for cxnmple sand
and water, puerbes, painr dressing
wp, musscil instruments and chimbhig
framies

The children am  supenaesed by
dedicaied  smaff, hlowing iraining
sehedules o lhie with Soctal Servioes
i Pre-school Playgroup

Asiociation [PPA) pudelines. Every
rheld s rrl.r'nuulpnl to 1mke part im

the seasion™  activities,  allliowsh
differences in the nceds of ench child
are fully recognised

The asarnmg bepins with children
nnd afaff =itting deswn ogether Do
registration. Very often this time s
used for generl discusseon; childien
shivring thouphis o plams,. or staff
disvi=sing the plan for the day. Plans
usmally vevolve sposid  dhe  theme
being followed. [hes tenn we lave
dealt with “rramsport” and pow we
ATE Cowering “Spmne”

We oune on from registrntion o
playtime nnd o0 sdult supervised
l'll'llll-'iry' A table actovities sally
reflect  the  topic  being  cowvered
Mgde e repular conkéry sessions

Al snack rime, hall wiy throuph
the muming, the dubinen sit opether
at inble For milk or juice with
biscuite. lrut, barthday enke eie. Toys

wid  gwmes can be swapped for
othem, by staff, at this tiose. We try
to be democratic, sometimes allowing
children to chose spectfic activities,

As u chill approaches school ape,

imclinations  loweards developing
reading,  mathemnticnl anil
writing  skifls appear, These  ane

brought nto focus and  brosdened
apin by the siaff, throagh partcelar
netivitses.

Cur cnichphrase nt Playgprowp is
“play with purpose”. Even when n
clild |5 having Fin, &  leamiog
experienes can be takimg place. That
15 OEF Erumaary wim,

M yow would like o koow more
about the Plavgroup. please feel free
Irﬂ Pop in, afer 930, on any school
iy,

ANNABLELLE PATCHING -
Speen Playgroup Leader.

Our Cang

These happy ploygroupsrs  were
photopraphed on 51 Valestines
day. That's Damden Pdi in Froatl
and the resy, starbing top lefl and
going  clockwize, ame Richard
Fage, Tink lden, Damicl Douglas,
Machael Flow, Kyle Swiberland,
Valeric  Harland, (their |big
Iriend), and Tanya Crafi

Eyle and Tamya, having cheerfully
insistcd they weren'l poing o be
phoiographed, rushed info frame
al the last moment, nevenibeless!
Hd.

-« safofin Oliwer continood.

W wauld £ind
intalerable but wha
stil]l manages to work
conselenticusly and

There 18 great

hard.

sympathy £esz wvery many
older Russisns who hawva

gaveral
chean lost
saviogs in
BonSTATY
during the

tailed fozr
decades and
all thelr
pustained
inflatcion

WOLLY

lase 4 years that has at
times excesdsd 25% per
month|

In this country, we
abaut highly-
educated people with no
jobs. The scale of our
axporience is dwarfed by
cha post-Perestraika
Russian BCEnm, whars
theze is & wvery highly
sducacaed workForce

striving ta sbealn thas
means and the additional
skills ta
aconomy worlk.

maks = markst

When they

do, watch sukl
If anyone who irc
fortunate snough ko live
in Spean feels like
gomplaining, go Bast -
but do nmot travel with =

tour company|




RECENT SPEEN PLANNING APPLICATIONS - Motificd to us by Don White.
W0k Re08 Whileawsy Cottage, Grubhine Lame, Spesn

Fromt Porch, detached garage & new drive :_,_,__,_

e ——

T/94/0132 Farthings, Studridge Lane, Speen ]
Pollarding to twe ash and cne holly tres
R E
T 940110 O Hampden Gate, Speen 1
Trimming one horse chestnut tree Ir.'_._..-f.—-,.l
1 ' 5
W/95/5010 Flowers Bottom Farm, Spean M'-?_‘: =

Erection of two storey side extension, first Floor rear extension
and alterations to stahle block

Wi94/ RO 3 1 thmthursc View, Hamplen Hoad, Speen

Twn storey side extension and a single storey rear extension

fa4 /7052 Applegate Cottage, Studridge Lane, Speen
Demolition of garage and erection of extension

W/o4/B972 Turndp End Cottage, Speen
Replacement summer house

W94 /6918 Gpesn Stoces
Pepolition and erection of house and garage i)

DECISIONS OF WYCOMBE DISTRICT COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE !
Wk f6EES Chiltern Heights, Grubbins Lane
Demalizh Single Carage and brdld [kwuble Garage Approved
W94 fEROB Single Storey Porch and Detached Garape
Whileway Cottage, Grubhins Lane Approved
W/o4 /6972 Turnip End Cottage
Replacement Summer House Approved
IHIB#.F?DSE Applegate Cottage, Studridge Lane |
Demolish Garape, bulld side. extension. ronfspace
and new garage VA Rofusnd
_-?&JEF l'I:"“'F.IF
T/95/0007 Woodbine Cottage, Studridge 14'5& -9 __ =
Removal of dissased wood fr: = .: 3 Approved
IIII'_!EF ! - B | s
T/94,/0132 Parthings, Studridge Lane = p*f w oty
Pallard thres trees f ' XD Approved
\! riE
NOTE 2
| Applications for work tn tress were nacessary As the site is in a Conservation Ares,




"BONNE ANNEE" from the TWINNING ASSOCIATION
as local youngsters head for France. «5 5

TWINNING ASSOCIATION
Yisits To Fronce

We hope to take about
fan young pacple on our next
visk 1o Hambye, from Apri
14th 1o 20th, Thay will be
supervised by volunteer
adults, te halp an trips out

expect 1o
enjoyable stay.
Return Vigits

The French wil be coming
here lor the Eank Holiday
weekend at the and of May,
8o Tony Maolasworth will soan
be on the tall of families
willing 1o host. I'm sure ha'd
be only WO pleased ¥ you
were 1o valuntear!

VICTORY IN EUROPE... .50
YEARS ON

The Edwardians will bo
with ua on May Eth to help us
colwbratle the oocasion. Wa
mre  caling fthis evening
"ENSATAINMENT, 11 will be
held al Lacey Graen Vilage
Hall from 7,30pm for 8,00 a1 a
cosl of E12.00. Ceme in
"Fancy Drepa®

The commiilee has
fecetved a wvery generous
donation from Sue Morris in
mamary of Petor. Only very
naw membars will be
unaware of all that Pelor did
for Twinning, and we would
e 1o use the monay for the
banefit of all the mamborship,
as well as in a way that wil
provide a lnstng mamento of
Peter. The commiiise are
currently investigating |ust

how to do this, and there will
be details In  our next
newsletier. Bul meanwhile
w would like 1o thank Sus,
on behal of all membars of
the association, for the gift.

Thanks, to all who helped
al the wing lasting evening in
Nowember, those who set out,
cleared up, gave rallle prizes
and especially the
indofatigable catoring tsam
led by Mamgaret Davis. and to
those who came along,

| hope to see you all at
events In 1985, mesnwhile |

A SHORT STORY FOR EASTER

Eam sirainad hiz oyes, |[ooking
threugh the bars, irying to glimpes
the lirst rays of dawn. A thousand
tirmes he kept asking himsall “Why"
and "How siupid o get into this
mess®. but much, much worse,
was e over-noing panic that
churned his stomach, and made
him feel physlcally sick. "I'm geing
{o dis” he whispered, theras, it was
out now, death staring at him full in
thas face  Immadatedy he vomited,
as ¥ his body could nol take tThe
awfulnaas of those words. He had
lo face I, very very soon his (e

would be over. He knew he
desarved i1, now, bofore ha fell

e 91
e

S “yot 1 live.’

angry and bitter, but now, all that
was beft was lesr.

Suddenty the firet rays
appeared, and he _huurld

viclenty, | must pe dreaming he
thought, but no, the door was
open. ummvmmﬂlmm
my place? Do you know what |
have dona? m%ﬁﬂm
a tad smils, 1 must your
place, i | don®, you will not be
able to livel” "But what can | do for
you? | could never pay you back
for this” Sam whispered. "No® sald
tha siranges, "donl Iy, just
believe, trust and rely on me. Even
though | dis In your place, yet |
I“l

celd, Sam walked through tha open
door, and knew In his heart that he
chose 1o beileve, he choss LIFE.
[John 3.18)

IRENE TINSLEY I
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North Dean’'s over-sixties at their annual lunch
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Jeanne Hanford invites you to join her on the :ll VILLAGE CAL] AR

PLAYING FIELD
) _

Apparently my headline abava
the Flaylng Fleld item in the
previols kssue may have implied
that woluntesrs ware reguired 1o
cul the vasl acreage of [rass.
Well the good naws Is ihat ihis Is
nat the case as the grass is cut by
the Cricket Club - and a very good
joh they make of I too] says

FhEL

No, what's really wanied is-a
new leam of aboul sk or =0
volunieers o join the commities,

parily to spread the load and partly 12 R

to  replace  pecple  |eaving.
Examples. of what |3 involied
include: . Strimming arcund the
pleyground area, some hedge
maintenance, very oocasional
pavilion meintanance, keeping the
three fitter bins clearsd, plus

f

| Il

helping to organise and run the I
Bonfire Might. | also understand Il
that thare I= a specific need at this
fime for a new sscretary. I}
Howaver, far more delalls ||

plesse phone Jeanns hersedl on ||
4BEA03, ”
ED,
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“YOUR PLAYING FIELi ||
COMMITTEE NEEDS

adl wenl ¥ Kosme P

Haping Finkeds el Aighs " il
e mminer fand raising plog it 1o pot the oot Zund” |
s bt otiimed thay walkee to he ot Hiat i’ ihe Il

APRIL

18t Auction of Promises

Spean Viliage Hall 8.00pm
Horticultural Soc.

Spring Show. stage

exhibits 10 - 11

opening at 2pm.

8th W |, Birthday Pary

18th Parlsh Councll meeting 7.30
Methodist School  Hall  Lacey
GEreen

23nd Face Might Morh Dean
Village Hall 7 for 7.30pm

28th Theatrs Club "The Woman in
Black®

MAY

gth W1, Resolutions meating

6th Twinning ENSATAINMENT
Lacey Green Vilage Hall 7.30 for
B.00pm

16th Farish Councll mesating 7,30
Spasn Yillage Hall

24st Clay Pigeon Shoot - North
Dean commities

28th Speen Gardan Open Day -
Ted Drew

JUNE

iith Speen Fun Day - Playing
fislds committes

11th BBEC and Plani Sale - Norh
Dean Hall

14th Parish Cauncll mesting 7.30
Mathodist School Hell Lacey
Graan

16th Children’s Disoo
marguee al school

17th Caribbean Night 8pm
marguee at school

18th Speen Garden Open Day -
Ted Drew

5-7pm

2dth Pig Foast, Moth Dean
Village Hall §30pm Contact Pat
Aogers

25th Children's Party North Dean
Village Hall

SOME FUTURE DATES... 22nd
July "Last Might of the Proms.
Theatre club

22nd July Pig Roast North Dean
Sth August Morth Dean Fete
16th Movember Cancer Resaarch
Fayra

PLEASE FORWARD DETAILS OF
FUTURE EVENTS TO BRIDGET
LISTER 563153

Blue Firs, North Dean.
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