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Alchemille has been designing and creating beautiful,

innovative, inspirational outdoor spaces since 2004.

From urban courtyards to country estates, we can create Alchemill
chemilie

and care for the simply beautiful garden of your dreams. g

01494 488072 » 07909 936718 * info@alchemille.co.uk

‘www.alchemille.co.uk




8[6'0’}7’1/8., to the Spring

edition of the Speen & North
Dean News.

| hope you're all gearing yourselves up for the
whirlwind of events that whisk us through the
summer, starting with Fun Day on 10th June,
and including the Speen Masquerade Ball, fetes
in both Speen and North Dean, and culminating
in September in our wonderful Festival.

The theme for the Speen Fete this year is
‘Vintage'and, following on from the huge success
of last year’s scarecrow-tastic event, we are all
being asked to decorate the village in a vintage
theme - with lots and lots of bunting. There will
be a prize for the best decorated house.

Along with all the festivities will be a lot of marquee
upping and downing in both villages, so if you
are able to help out Greg Cook and his team of
volunteers on any of the dates listed on page 19
do give him a call - there’s usually beer involved!
And please also see the important plea below for
much needed help at the Fete.

Finally, if you are not already signed up to
The Village Diary and The Village Messenger, do
email jholmes@nildram.co.uk to be put on the
mailing lists - they will keep you up to date via
email on a monthly basis with all the latest news

and dates for your diary. o
Jacqui Laing
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Preparations for our Village Fete are well under
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way and we are putting together a full programme
of events and entertainment for everyone to
enjoy. However in order to achieve this we need
the support of at least 40 volunteers. Many
villagers already help every year and their
contribution is invaluable but July is a busy month
and their commitment cannot be taken for
granted. To enable us to put on the best possible
event we must increase our pool of helpers. Will
you be part of it? Would you be able to assist in
setting up or looking after a sideshow during the
afternoon or clearing away afterwards, even for
only a couple of hours? It is not difficult work and
is great fun.

We really need your help so please contact
William at summersw@btinternet.com or phone
him on 01494 488344, we would love you to join
our team.

Next Edition

Copy for the next edition is due by 10th July with a planned publication
date of the end of July. Please send photos separately from text, together
with captions and a consent form (downloaded from the SNDN website
www.speenbucks.org.uk) if any of the photos are of children. Please send
to editor@speenbucks.org.uk.

Welcome Packs

The Good Neighbours scheme was set up many years ago and is now
run by Pat Richardson in Speen and Judith Broadley in North Dean.
One service is to provide new residents with a Welcome Pack of village
information, so if you know of anyone new to the area please call:

Pat Richardson (Speen) 01494 488627 or Judith Broadley (North Dean)
01494 563178 cooljude@btopenworld.com

EDITOR: Jacqui Laing ADVERTISING: Tom Dent
COMMITTEE: Gloria Holmes (Chair), Megan Chinn, Nick Wheeler-Robinson, Julie White
DESIGN & PRODUCTION: Jacqui Laing « PRINTED BY: PK Inprint Ltd (01494 452266) « COVER PHOTOGRAPH by Peter Symonds, taken in Speen.
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Guarantee

At Hypnos, comfort comes guaranteed. But whilst each Royally Approved bed is individually handmade by master
craftsmen, using the very finest natural and sustainable materials, it is you who carefully designs the look of your
bed and creates a majestic centrepiece for your bedroom. So, to be sure that you enjoy a beautiful night’s sleep

and awake feeling revitalised and refreshed, visit our Showroom and design a Hypnos bed that’s just right for you.

M HYPNOS

HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN
BEDDING AND UPHOLSTERY

wenosumrevawe 1 HE MOST COMFORTABLE BEDS IN THE WORLD

Visit our Showroom: Monday to Thursday 9.00am to 500pm | Friday and Saturday 9.00am to 4.00pm

Hypnos Limited | Longwick Road | Princes Risborough | Bucks HP27 9RS
T: 01844 348200 | www.hypnosbeds.com

Alternatively, visit your local Hypnos Retailer:
Aylesbury Lucas Furniture 01296 486255 | Gerrards Cross Crystal Carpets & Furnishings 01753 889230
High Wycombe Beadle Chrome Ltd 01494 523249 | Thame Greens Furnishings 01844 212560

Hypnos is proud to be Carbon Neutral, complying with PAS 2060.



ON

in Speen & North Dean

11 May
23 May
24 May

26 May

1 June
10 June
10 June

24 June
30 June

6 July
8 July

12 July

16 July
30 July
30 June

2nd-18th Sept

4th November

Speen v. North Dean Golf
Speen Playing Fields AGM
Speen Helping Hospices Lunch

Village Pub Night

7

WI Literary Luminaries of Bucks
Fun Day

Garden Group visit to
Thenford Arboretum

Black & White Masquerade Ball
Village Pub Night

WI'RNLI

Speen Fete

Garden Group visit to
Wind in the Willows, Denham

Horse Trust HHH Fete
North Dean Fete
Village Pub Night

Speen Festival 2017

Speen Bonfire Night

Ellesborough Golf Club
Pavilion 8pm

The Horse Trust 12 noon

Village Hall 7pm

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
Speen Playing Field Tpm
Coach from KWIV 12.30pm

Speen School Field
Village Hall 7pm

Speen Village Hall 7.45pm
Speen Playing Field 2pm
Meet ats KWIV 1.30pm

The Horse Trust
North Dean Playing Field 2pm
Village Hall 7pm

Various

Speen Playing Fields

Charlie Pearson/Peter Keen
Debbie Tilt 488733
Christine Symondson 488654

Cat Cook 488393

Jean Morris 488529
Matt Davies 488847
Marion Grimsdale 488722

Helen Davies 488847
Cat Cook 488393

Jean Morris 488529
Lesley Thorn-Davis 488851

Catherine Butler 488412

488464
Alison Kent 07887 963450
Cat Cook 488393

Cat Cook 488393

Clare Morris 488553
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A Cut Above, Alchemille, Allied Healthcare, ArcDeco, Ashridge Home Care, Aston Hearing, Beechdean Farmhouse Dairy
Ice Cream, Buckmoorend Farm, CG Tree & Garden Services, Chiltern Opticians, Coles & Blackwell, D. Murray Roofing,

Foursquare Land, Fraser Morgan School of Dancing, Hampdens, Heppelthwaites, Hypnos Beds, Independent Living
Consultants, JML Training & Consultancy, JNP, John Bishop, John Easterling, Judith A Newenham, KJ Windows and Doors,
M R Collins, MWH Interiors Limited, Nelson Electrical, Nick Higgins, Nicki Thomas Web Design, Paul Newman Ltd, Pilates
Physiotherapy, PK InPrint, SB Decorations, Speen Stores, Springline Cars, Tudor Travel, Village Environmental Services.



A Cut Above is situated in the heart of Speen village
with easy parking. A unisex salon with a warm family
friendly atmosphere.

Chris Stiles and Cathy Wardle are experienced
professionals providing cuts, colour, styling and hair
care advice at an affordable prices.

We hope to see you soon!
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Speen Village Presents

Black and White

Masquerade Ball

Tickets available from Helen Davies on
01494 45585847 or email helsbellsinny®@hotmail.com

Tickets: £ 55 Dress Code:
Book your lable or lickels Formal attire

by 2Gth May Tfor enlry inlto
<H T Masks
the Early Bird draw

Venue :  Speen School Playing Field

MANUFACTURERS OF

FINE BESPOKE KITCHENS

RESTORATION & REPAINTING OF EXISTING KITCHENS

FITTED AND FREE-STANDING FURNITURE

07768 975 323

johneasterling4@gmail.com




PRE-SCHOOL

Helen Davies, Chair

The Pre-school has had a wonderful spring term, which
started with a surprise Ofsted Inspection. To insure the
inspectors see a typical day at Pre-schools/Early Years
educators they give just 24 hours notice of their inspection.
The inspection went really well and we are both delighted
and proud to be given a“Good” rating in all areas. With the
inspection over we had a few nail biting weeks wait for
the report. If you wish, you can view the whole report at
www.reports.ofsted.gov.uk. Below are just a few of the
comments made by the inspector:

“Staff make good use of their assessments and
development to pan a broad range of play-based
experiences that children find interesting and challenging.”

“Children enjoy their time at Pre-school, Staff are kind
and welcoming and help children build a positive view
of themselves.”

The children have had a wonderful time this term
celebrating different festivals and trying a lot of new food.
They celebrated the Chinese New Year with craft activities
based around the dragon and had noodles, crispy duck
pancakes and spring rolls as part of snack time. St David’s
Day was celebrated with fabulous paintings of daffodils,
and making Welsh Cakes. The children were also treated
to a story about playing rugby for Wales. The Pre-school
is very lucky to have parents who once or twice a term,
give up their time to come in and read with the children
or help them celebrate certain festivals. As you can see the
staff endeavour to provide a range of opportunities for the
children to learn about different cultures and ways of living.

The staff team sets off each half-term with a plan of activities
and themes for the children to get involved in and update
these plans weekly in line with every child’s needs and
interests. The children have enjoyed a huge range of
activities this term, from junk modelling to getting messy
with coloured spaghetti to finding dinosaurs in sand. Each
week the role play area is set up differently and has included
a building site, vets surgery, hairdressers and offices. A very
popular activity towards the end of term has been potion
making, encouraging the children to mix lots of different
coloured waters and sparkles. There were dragon potions,
fairy potions and making frog potions!

The last week of term there was huge excitement provided
for them by the council. The children couldn’t believe how
big some of the tarmacking machines were. The walk to the
village hall was a test in road safety and time consuming
as the children all wanted to ask the workmen what each
piece of equipment did. During the pre-school day a lot
of time was spent out in the courtyard watching the big
machines do their job.

The Pre-school is very lucky to have amazing outside space
available to them. For many years we have taken advantage
of the site in Ridgely’s field to offer a Forest School based
learning environment. A massive thank you goes to the
Playing Fields Committee who have very kindly donated
a shed to the Pre-school, placed on the Forest school site,
that allows the staff to leave equipment on site and not
have to carry everything over from the village hall.

The parents were very busy at the end of the term with our
annual Easter egg hunt, with the playing fields playing host
to nearly 80 children and their families on a treasure hunt for
clues, which led them to their final destination, the village
hall where their'eggscellent’ gift awaited. We were very lucky
to have glorious weather. Parents and Grandparents were
rewarded with Speen’s finest home- made cakes, while the
children turned their hand to an assortment of crafts. A big
thank you to those who helped and attended.

We were again welcomed by Speen Church for our Easter
Service. The children performed a brilliant story based on
The Three Little Pigs. Who knew the big bad wolf was only
after the pigs'Easter eggs! The children started the service
with a parade of their homemade Easter bonnets, it was
a very colourful display. The Church is undergoing major
restoration and a we are very grateful to Heather McIntyre
and the church for allowing us to hold our service there
as usual.

We attended several mornings at Speen School this term,
allowing the children to see how a‘big’school runs and to
meet the teachers in an informal setting. The staff of Pre-
school and School work very closely together to make the
transition to full time education as easy as possible for those
children moving up. We are also very much looking forward
to getting involved in SpeenSchoolFest again this year.

Speen Pre-school is open to children aged from 2-5
years. We have spaces available during several sessions.
To enquire about a place or receive a prospectus please
call Pre-School on 01494 488160 during term time or
email office@speenpreschool.org.uk.



D MURRAY ROOFING Organising a big party?

Need some extra crockery?
Speen School PTA can help!

We have 120 place settings of
crockery and cutlery available to hire.

Side Plates - Starter Plates - Dinner Plates
Bowls - Salt & Pepper Pots
(plain white chip resistant china)
Starter Knives & Forks - Table Knives & Forks
Dessert Spoons - Serving Spoons

£1.25

Tiling and slating per box of 10

Flat roofing
Lead and chimney work

Tel: 01494 565874
Mob: 07828 532714

Due to storage requirements
items cannot be mixed

For more information
please contact Alex Allan at
alex_bloor@yahoo.co.uk

Ashridge
Home Care

Specialist live-in home care

A different kind of care company - providing
around the clock care in your own home.

Our live-in care company will help you stay independent whilst
being looked after by our brilliant carers in your own home.

We provide care for people in many different situations. For those with a
specific health condition or sometimes for people who simply don’t feel safe
alone anymore and want somebody with them for peace of mind and
companionship. We can help whatever your circumstances and have often
cared for people who have been surprised that a care home is not the only
answer.

We are a local family run business with over 30 years’ experience in care.
Our ethos is based simply on providing the type of service that we would
want for our own loved ones.

Call Trudi to find out more about how live-in care could help you.
Call us today | 01494 917 344

Email | info@ashridgehomecare.co.uk
Find us online | www.ashridgehomecare.co.uk




SCHOOL & PTA

Alex Allen, PTA Chair

Spring has Sprung at Speen School

This term has passed quickly but we have certainly been
busy at Speen School. The term got off to a wintery start
in January with a sprinkling of snow when the children
enjoyed building snowmen in the school grounds.

Later in January the PTA funded a
theatre group to come in and talk
to the children about road safety as
part of a fun and interactive show
and in February the school held a
Safer Internet day. All the children
took partin activities to remind them
how to keep themselves safe on line
with advice provided to parents.

The children have also been on two
school trips this term. Firstly, a trip
to the Royal Festival Hall to watch .
the Bright Sparks concert with the London Philharmonic
Orchestra and most recently the whole school paid a visit
to Whipsnade Zoo to study the different animals that they
had also been learning about in class.

On Shrove Tuesday the PTA joined the school at lunch time
and organised various pancake and egg themed races for
the children, great fun was had by all and of course pancakes
were on the menu for school lunch!

Speen School celebrated World Book Day in early March.
All children came to school dressed as a character from
their favourite story and had to prepare a short speech
about their chosen book. The best presenters won book
vouchers to spend at the Usbourne Book Fair held in the
school that afternoon.

It has also been an active term for the Key Stage One
children, who have participated in 2 inter-school sports
tournaments. In February several children played basketball
at Risborough Upper School and in March we welcomed
several local schools to Speen Playing Fields to compete
in the annual cross-country race. The PTA supplied all the
spectators with cakes and refreshments.

Speen’s legendary Safari Supper organised by the PTA
took place in mid March and was attended by well over 70
guests including both current parents and local villagers.
It is wonderful to see so many continue to support our
small school and particular thanks go to the families who
hosted on the night, especially to those who no longer have
children at the school.

We marked Red Nose Day at school with all children and staff
coming in to school with‘crazy hair'and raised over £120 for
Comic Relief. We saw a variety of bright hair colours, some
amazing wigs and several whacky hair styles!

As part of a drive to raise funds for
school in new ways that are less
reliant on events, the PTA has started
up a school lottery. Anyone can play
and help support our local school at
the same time. Tickets cost just £1
per week and 40% of all funds raised
comes back to school to invest in
new resources. Every Saturday one
player in Speen is guaranteed to win
up to £10. Match all 6 numbers and
win £25K! Sign up for a minimum
of 3 months or up to 12 months on
a rolling direct debit. Cancel at anytime. All data is held
securely and not shared with anyone else.

Visit: www.yourschoollottery.co.uk. Play Now - Search for
Speen

Our other key non-event fund raiser is Easy Fundraising
- a simple click to raise funds while you shop online
without costing you anything! Speen PTA registered for
‘Easyfundraising’in the hope that whilst we all do our online
shopping we can raise some funds for school. There are
over 3,000 shops on board, ready to make a donation from
0.5% to 5% of your spend, including Amazon, John Lewis,
& Sainsbury’s — it doesn’t cost you a penny extral!

Sign up at: www.easyfundraising.org.uk

Going forward we are delighted and extremely grateful
to have received a generous grant from the Speen Shop
Charities Fund to help towards the purchase of a touchscreen
interactive TV to replace the faulty projector at school. This
new technological investment will offer both staff and
children some very exciting new learning tools.

You may spot that Speen School PTA are now hiring out
crockery and cutlery. We invested in 120 place settings for
the ball last year should you require any extra crockery or
cutlery for a big social event. For more information please
contact me on 489838 or alex_bloor@yahoo.co.uk

Wishing you all a happy Summer. We are looking forward
to a fun packed Summer term, in particular our annual
SpeenFest, the Village Summer Ball and Speen Fete!

www.speen-cofe-bucks.sch.uk
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JOHN BISHOP Est. 1972
GARDEN MACHINERY

“SPRINGLINE

CA R S PRIVATE HIRE
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01544 27 44 74

Know the voice, know vour driver

Sales & Service

HOMN DO,

Machine Hire

HAYTER

Scarifiers, Cultivators, Strimmers, Mowers
Hedge Trimmers

Blade/Chainsaw Sharpening & shear grinding,

We also stock a wide range of parls for various products,

Free Collection & Delivery

 TelNo. 01494 563513
g Mob. 07917 106004

1 Margaret Cottages, Morthdean, High Wycombe , Buacks, HIF4 4MH

Nelson Electrical Services

Fully Insured
NAPIT Registered
Local Electrician

No job too small
nArey Free quotes given i
No call out charge

Reliable and local service

www.nelson-electrical-services.co.uk

Contact Michael
07908 644058

M. R. COLLINS

GARDEN CONSTRUCTION

Est 1979

Driveway, Paving, Brickwork, Fencing
Groundworks, Excavations, Operated
digger hire.

We specialise in Block paving and all
types of slab laying Indian stone and
concrete offering a start to finish service
inclusive of excavations muck away,
supply and fix.

For estimate Phone: 01844 346360
Mobile: 07774 256732




PLAY

NG FIELDS

Clare Morris, Chair

Having recently been handed the baton of Chair from
Tony Bobroff, | have spent the last few months gaining
an understanding of all that the role encompasses.

The Playing Fields sit in the middle of the village with
Ridgeley’s Field to the rear together or separately
providing a common area for all kinds of village events
and activities. Neither are council-maintained ‘parks’but
are held in trust for the village and managed by a group
of volunteer trustees who contribute time and energy
ensuring a safe, financially sustainable and pleasant
space for all villagers to use.

Obviously for events such as The Fete, Festival, Fun Day
and Fireworks the fields provide the ideal venue but
the fields are also used regularly by the Pre-school, for
events such as the multi-school cross country which
Speen School hosts, and generally by our children and
young people using the play equipment, kicking a ball
about or making the most of the bike park’s facilities.

One of the worst jobs for the committee members is to
empty all the bins across the playing fields — again these
are not council fields, so this is another task undertaken
by volunteers. Emptying bins is still better than litter so
please do use them, however the bins are frequently
filled with dog mess, despite signs saying do not use
the bins for this purpose. Please take it home with you.
Dogs may not be brought onto the main Playing Field
and on Ridgeley’s field, where much of it is used by Pre-
school, please keep your dog on the lead to ensure they
do not leave their mess where a toddler could be playing
the following day. It is your responsibility to ensure you
clean up after your dog and there are no excuses.

On a much brighter note we have recently been granted
some money from Lacey Green Parish Council. This is
to be used to upgrade the play equipment in the main
field, which will go some considerable way to reviving
this area. We are aiming to engage the children to give
us some guidance as to how to spend the money wisely,
ensuring that we install equipment that will be actively
used. Watch this space...

Likewise we have the opportunity to apply for a grant
to further provide new sporting facilities or activities to
engage the wider community, not just the young. If you
have any ideas, however daft they may seem, please let
me know.

Although these two opportunities switch focus onto
new facilities it is important to note that the majority
of money raised for the playing fields through activities
such as bonfire night and critically the village-wide draw
provides just enough income for us to pay for the grass
to be cut regularly, for insurance, for utilities, for the
pavilion and for a fund for a replacement mower.

We rely on the Playing Fields Draw for over half of our
income and so a huge thanks to the many of you who
enter this draw. When your local draw seller knocks on
your door selling numbers please respond generously,
you may even be a winner. Thanks to Cristina Delgado
and team for making this happen.

We hold bi-annual work parties, which we would be
grateful if as many villagers as possible could attend
to help. Jobs can involve cutting hedges, washing play
equipment, trimming shrubs, weeding etc. These are
not glamorous tasks and | know we all have similar lists
waiting for us back home but as they say ‘many hands
do make light work! Carrying out this work as a village
saves us having to raise more money to employ people
or the alternative is for the area to look neglected and
unloved and a vicious circle begins where people use
the fields less regularly for precisely that reason. We are
giving you plenty of notice so please put the date in your
diary now - the Autumn Work Party is on 7th October.

Finally two more dates for your diaries. Our Annual
General Meeting will take place on the 23rd May at
8pm in the Pavilion and everyone is welcome to attend.
Secondly with significantly more entertainment value,
the Fun Day is on 10th June. When you begin to see
coloured ribbons adorning the trees and lamp posts of
the village in early summer, you know the day is nearly
upon us when the various streets and neighbourhoods
battle for the coveted first place. This is a free event
(donations are welcome but not obligatory) so please
do come along and join your team even if you do not
participate.

Fingers crossed for a sunny summer season on our
village's communal space and thanks from me to all the

trustees for their continued support and commitment.

Clare Morris
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HEARING

01494 733840 01844 396057 Services available

Amersham Thame

in Amersham
& Thame

#*‘: Yy g .’1:'.: : L : .
) g TR Hearing Consultations

Look out for our
Hear Today Events Latest Hearing Technology
Monthly Drop-in Coffee Mornings
1st Tuesday & 1st Friday of every month
in Thame and Amersham Ear Wax Removal
using Micro-suction
Qualified advice - Personal experiences
Talks - Refreshments
Support for all hearing concerns Children’s

see www.astonhearing.co.uk for details or call Hearing SC"eening
01494 733840 to register your interest

and we will keep you informed.

All welcome

Freeofcharge Ear Protection & Advice




HELPING HOSPICES

Ann James, Treasurer

2016 was a very successful
year for Speen Helping
Hospices and everyone
on the team would like
to thank all those that
continue to give their
support and make the
events such fun.

At the end of the year we
were able to donate £6,800
raised from The Spring
Lunch, The Bridge Afternoon and The Christmas Market.
The money was split evenly between the four Hospices
supported by the SHH - Florence Nightingale House,
Helen & Douglas House, Rennie Grove Hospice Care
and The South Bucks Day Hospice. They were delighted
with the donations and in response the SHH received
lovely letters and certificates of thanks from each of the
Hospices. The SHH team do work very hard during the
year to put on these events, giving freely of their time,
but it is so worthwhile when the vitally needed funds we
are able to donate are so gratefully received.

Spring Lunch - 24h May

The Spring Lunch to be held on Wednesday 24th May in
the beautiful Tythe Barn at The Horses Trust is the first
event of the year and the team are already planning
the menu. This is one of the most popular events run
by the SHH and sadly as we can only seat 60 people it
is already sold-out. There is a waiting list in the event
of any cancellations so if you have missed out and you
would like to add your name please ring Sally Codling
on 488506.

.Tl:I all the members of
. JREEN, Helping Hospices

THANK YOUu

Rennie Grove
Hospice Care

£1,700.00

Rennie Grove :
Hospice Care :
Care based around you !

i The later part of year is going
to be very busy for the SHH
as we have events running
in September, October and
November.

Food Faur - 10th septemver
In September the SHH have
been invited to run a Food Fair
as part of the Speen Festival
and is scheduled for Sunday
10th September. The SHH
team are very excited and this will definitely be an event
not to be missed, so please make a note in your diaries!
If you know of any local producers of food or drink that
might be interested in taking part would you please
contact our Chairman, Christine Symondson on 488654
or email christine@symondson.co.uk

Bridge Afternoon - 11 October

The Bridge Afternoon is scheduled for Wednesday 11th
October at the lovely home of Judy Keen. This is the third
year for this event which is proving to be very popular.
There is limited space but if you would like to enquire
about playing please contact Sally Codling on 488506.

Christmas Market - 18th November

The final event of the year will be the Annual Christmas
Market which after the great success of last year atits new
venue will be held again at The Lacy Green Village Hall
on the slightly later date of Saturday 18th November. We
value the support we have always received from Speen
residents and apologise for the Market not being in the
village but hope that you will all still come and see us. It
is always such a fun day with the opportunity to choose
unique gifts from the work of local artists and designers
and of course homemade cakes!

13
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il Adawm at -
FYLCWUtLa andl reliabl arvcoleco.co.ule
Free wo obligation quo
Expert product adlvice right product for .aveeco.co.uk
the Yightjob Awndl o’omptete the online
Repairs and carpentry services E{:ﬂ;:gﬂ‘;‘z :/:d see
AlL types of work undertaken provide,

internal and external.

Show us your home
and we will show

you the buyer.

Because it’s important to you.

01494 611382 ; ;‘t MP TONS

www.hamptons.co.uk

Beyond your expectations




VILLAGE HALL

Bill Groves, Chairman Speen Village Hall Management Committee

The Village Hall continues
to host village organisations
and events.

The Pop-Up Pub held on the
last Friday of every month
has proved very popular,
with some 70 villagers
turning up for a very
enjoyable evening, so why don’t you come along and join
them for the next one on 26th May.

The Bridge Club which meets every Monday at 2.30pm
in the Village Hall continues to thrive . We have recently
recruited four new members and we are also drawing in
card players from surrounding villages.

With the recent resurfacing of Studridge Lane | have been
asked to clarify the status regarding the car parking for the
Village Hall.

The car parking area is owned by Bucks County Council
Highways Department and is maintained by them. However
in 1970 the space was allocated by the County Council for
the exclusive use by visitors to the Village Hall.

During the week this is primarily the Pre-School and at
week ends it is parties and other functions so regretfully
we can not allow any parking by non visitors to the hall.

The Village Hall is available for hire at reduced rates to

villagers and village organisations- if you wish to make a
booking please call Sue Taylor on 488500.

W

Jean Morris

Our new year saw June Pilkington elected as President
as well as some new Committee members. This year we
celebrated our 57th year as an evening Wl in Speen with a
party to which members of
other Wis in the area were
invited.

We have continued to
have interesting speakers
on a variety of subjects. In
June we shall be finding
out about the '‘Literary
Luminaries of Bucks'which
is very topical as Visit
England is celebrating a
Year of Literary Heroes.
We all know of some of
the famous writers of the
area but this will reveal a

the Thames will take place in the summer and a wine and
nibbles evening in August is bound to be popular. There
will of course be a pub lunch organised in the Autumn.

Our May meeting, held in
the chapel this year due
to elections, is always a
discussion evening and
this year the topics are
fighting loneliness and the
problem of microfibers in
our oceans. These are the
Resolutions to be voted
on at the National AGM
being held in Liverpool
in June.

Our programme is always
on the Village diary and

much greater insight into their lives.

As well as monthly meetings we have a good programme
of events over the coming months. These will include a
Garden Party — with tea and cakes of course — at a member’s
home, a walking tour of Marlow followed by a boat trip on

there are posters around the village to keep you in touch
with what W1 is up to. There may be more to it than you
expect!

Tel: 488529 « speenwi@gmail.com
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Advertising Feature

ALLIED HEALTHCARE

s a population we are getting older
Aand many of us will be faced with

finding nursing or personal care
for an elderly relative or planning our own
future care if we become incapacitated.
Bucks, residents are increasingly making
a choice, where possible, of living in their
own homes for as long as possible and
the local branch of Allied Healthcare is
aiming to make this option easier.

The local branch of Allied Healthcare
has been operating for over 27 years,
based just outside of High Wycombe,
has a proven track record of providing
domicilary care in the community.

Increasingly there are fewer hospital
beds and long term care homes that are
accessible to those needing help, support
and care, and most people, if given the
choice, would prefer to be treated at home
with their own possessions around them.
We can offer a wide variety of Care calls
from 15 minute pop-in call, once a day to
multiple calls or indeed a full time Live In
Care.

The offices of Allied Healthcare at High
Wycombe are able to help with assessing
your needs and advising on all aspects of
your care. Before care starts you would
be visited by our assessor to ensure that a
comprehensive care plan was written and
tailor made to suit the needs of the client.
This can be for a basic care package to a
more specialized and complex packages in
the case of a serious illness. We will help
you to consider whether you need a
fulltime carer, perhaps a special bed or
other equipment, or maybe additional
careers at certain times of the day to help
with lifting or turning. If needed you
would have the advice of the In House’
Trainer to advise on specialist Moving and
Handling issues. Allied is willing to go the
extra mile to provide the highest standards
of care. They try to ensure clients build a
relationship with a small team of carers
rather than having a constantly changing
set of faces. They recommend the use of a
Keysafe which ensures a carer, can always
gain access to a client’s house to provide
the care and raise the alarm if needed.

All of the Care workers are trained to
the highest standard as required by
our regulators, CQC and our stringent
internal audit team. Many of our workers
have training and expertise in specialist
areas but if we needed to we would provide
training to meet a specific need of a client.

If you would like more information
about Allied and the services we offer
then call 01494 488040, and we can meet
with you for a no obligation visit or
provide you with details and costings of
our services.

Work for Allied Healthcare

We always have a need for additional
employees to support the services we
offer. If you are interested or know of
a friend who is interested in joining us
as an employee we offer an attractive
package. We provide care across the
High Wycombe and surrounding areas.

Care & support in the comfort of your own home

Do you or a relative require care or support to live your life the way
you choose? If so, Allied Healthcare can help. We have been offering
an excellent dependable service in the Buckinghamshire area for

over 27 years.

SELF DIRECTED SUPPORT & PRIVATE CLIENTS WELCOME

Full assessments carried out before care commences. All our staff have extensive

training and have enhanced CRB checks. We also offer call monitoring.

The range of services we offer
* Visits (1/4, 1/2, 3/4, HOUR)
¢ Live in/24HR care

* Holiday cover

* Waking nights/sitting
* Assisted bathing
* Light household duties & shopping

For more information or assistance please call

Allied

o’

All about you

01494 488040 / 01494 488141

Email: highwycombe@alliedhealthcare.com

If you are interested in becoming a Carer or working with Allied Healthcare then please call
the numbers above for more information and an application pack. Allied Healthcare is an
equal opportunities employer and is regulated by the CQC. Allied Healthcare is committed to
safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children, adults and young people and expects all staff

and volunteers to share this commitment.




CHURCH

Graham Peart, Restoration Project Manager

PROJECT

RS URATEN

COMMUNITY LAMDMARK REDEVELOPMENT

A few words from the site. It is looking very good indeed!

Eleven weeks have passed since the project commenced
on 9th January.

Initial demolition and excavation work went to plan. A total
of 41 large lorry loads of spoil were removed from the site,
somewhat more than expected.

Construction of the retaining wall and the new building
followed. Gary and his team made a beautiful job of the
brickwork and pointing. Steve the carpenter constructed
the roof, marking out the position of the roof joists, cutting
the angles and notching and numbering the timbers and
the following day assembling the entire structure within a
few hours. Quite amazing skills.

National Power had a’moment’when they arrived to connect
a new underground power cable and then realised that
they had arrived with no cable. It came 3 hours later, was
fed into the duct and then found to be a few metres short.
It was successfully sorted later that day.

At present, the focus is on the services within the building.
Electrican and plumber are on site and making good
progress.

Delivery of the windows and doors is imminent and
when installed the building will be secure and watertight.

Scaffolding will be removed to allow this next phase.

The design team have completed the scheme for the kitchen
facilities and decoration of the interior and the finishing
trades will complete implementation.

Try to contain your curiosity for a few weeks more.
Completion is on schedule for Friday 28th April, with only
some external works to follow on.

Save the date! On Sunday June 25th, the new facilities
will be officially opened at a service led by Rev Heather
Mclintyre, followed by open house and afternoon tea with
music throughout the afternoon. Come and celebrate the
restoration and revitalisation of our beautiful village chapel
and important local landmark

The new halls are a tribute to the extraordinary skills of
villagers who built the original church, by hand, in 1802.
Not satisfied, the first extension and balcony followed in
1817.The masterclass build of the large extension doubled
the size of the church in 1834. The team that constructed
the essential hall facilities in 1965 literally built on those
foundations. A pragmatic approach then, as now, that would
undoubtably have met with the approval of those church
founders in the continuing story of Speen Church that began
over 200 years ago.

Many more pictures and videos can be seen at
www.speenchurch.org/project-restoration

Pictures by Andy Thomson
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Award
winning
Design

Extension ® Conversion ® New Build

SQUARE

Overall Winner
Chilterns Design Awards 2015

Regional Finalist
Local Authority Building

Excellence Awards 2015 HEEDBN

Jeremy Symondson
Foursquare Land Limited
0ld Smithy, Great Hampden,
Buckinghamshire HP16 9RF

iem@4squareland.co.uk
tel: 01494 488877
mob: 07789 201616

SPEEN STORES

Your useful little shop

Freshly baked bread daily
Sub-Post Office
Fresh Fruit & Vegetables
Free Range Eggs
Homemade Cakes
Handmade Greetings Cards

Please visit the village website
WWW. speenbucks org.uk
for opening hours and more information

» LONGER OPENING HOURS FOR 2017 «

Buckmoorend

HOME REARED MEATS
AND LOCAL PRODUCE

On the Chequers Estate, Butlers Cross

info@buckmoorendfarm.co.uk
www. buckmoorendfarmshop.co.uk

A=<

01296 622472 Butlers Cross HP17 OUT

Stationery

InPrint Limited

Printers of Speen & North Dean News

DESIGN, ARTWORK
DIGITAL & LITHO PRINT

all under one roof

8 Wycombe Industrial Mall
West End Street
High Wycombe
Buckinghamshire HP11 2QY
T: 01494 452266

F: 01494 452216

E: mail@pkinprint.co.uk
W: www.pkinprint.co.uk m

T QUOT RO
CONTACT Us NEXT TIME YOU NEED A PR! rint it
if it's on paper we P




TENNIS COURT

Philipa Lane, Membership Secretary

With the prospect of spring easing into summer and with
warm days and light evenings on the horizon, now is the
ideal time to consider becoming a member of Speen
Tennis Court.

The village is very fortunate to have the wonderful
amenity of our well-maintained all-weather tennis court.
Situated at the top of the playing fields, our court should
be looking spruced up after its spring clean to clear away
the build up of moss over the winter.

The court is administered by a group of volunteers from
the village and membership is open to anyone living in
Speen, North Dean or neighbouring villages. About 50
local families are current members.

Our annual rates remain at £30 for an adult or £55 for
family membership, which allows unlimited use of
the court throughout the year, subject to the booking
system. These funds allow us to maintain the court in

good condition and we are keen to see as many locals as
possible making use of the facility.

The court has very good availability even during weekends
and school holidays.

In addition, as a club affiliated to the Lawn Tennis
Association we receive an annual allocation of tickets for
the Wimbledon Championships which we distribute to
eligible members through a ballot held in the spring.

We organise friendly open tennis mornings with our
neighbours at Lacey Green Tennis Club during the
summer. We are also able to put players in touch with
local coaches for private lessons.

If you are not already a member but would like to join, or
simply want more information about playing tennis in the
village, please contact our membership secretary Philippa
Lane at lanetribe@yahoo.co.uk or by phone on 488453.

MARQUEE

Greg Cook

et o B &g | g

Marquee Upping - dates for your diary

FUN DAY

your own drink

Down Sat 10th June after Funday
SPEEN SCHOOL

Down Sunday 25th June at 1500
SPEEN FETE

Down Sunday 9th July 1800
NORTH DEAN FETE
Down TBC
SPEEN FESTIVAL
Down TBC after festival

Up Friday 9th June 1700 at the Playing Fields for Funday - Beer and BBQ Friday evening - bring

Up Friday 16th June 1800 at Speen School for School Fest (Kids) and Speen Ball
Up Friday 7th July 1800 at Playing Fields for Speen Village Fete
Up Friday 28th July at North Dean village playing field for Fete on Sunday 30th July

Up Friday 25th August 1800 at Speen Playing Fields for Speen Festival

As always there will be free beer for those adults assisting with the upping and downing and this is not a men only
event, more hands are always useful and we are seeking volunteers to learn how to co-ordinate and lead erecting and
striking so the knowledge can be passed on and the tradition of our own marquee maintained.

Please contact Greg Cook on 488939
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Who’s running Speen festival this year?

Hello, just wanted to say hi and introduce myself as I'm the
one who is pulling together the Speen Festival this year. |
want to go public for a few reasons; | want to introduce the
Festival for those who might not have had the pleasure of
seeing a Speen Festival in the past, | want to demystify my
role, | want to highlight why | think it is worth my time and
how I'm playing my role.

‘You must be mad’ they said, and maybe | am, but the
bottom line is I've only been in the village for 8 years
and | have seen 4 amazing festivals, my children have
participated in brilliant things, | have had lots of fun, I've
learnt new skills volunteering and now | could not let this
year slip away because there was no-one to run it. Maybe
I'm just being selfish, | want there to be another festival
to enjoy and for my children to enjoy and there are so
many people ready to assist. Now this is where | want to
dispel a myth ... the Speen Festival is not controlled by
crack committee who brow beat community individuals
to deliver events on their behalf. There are a vast array
of talented people in Speen who want to share their
skills with their friends and neighbours, the festival is an
amazing forum where you can think of an event and make
it happen. It is wholly delivered by volunteers.

The role of the Festival core team is to provide central
functions (like the marquee, logistics, box office,
marketing) so that the community can deliver their various
events. Put them all together and hey presto we have a
Festival! In fact this year we have a BIG festival. We have no
committee meetings, we have pop-up pub nights. | have
no grand artistic vision for the programme as | consider
myself to be an enabler not the arbiter of taste for what
you do and don't want to see. It is truly a reflection of the

skills, passions, enthusiasm of the local residents who have
stepped forward to share. Since the Festival started for the
millennium it has been cited as a Festival ‘celebrating local
talent and creativity in the heart of the Chilterns’and it will
continue to do that in many forms, including this year a
Dog Show!

For me the Festival is more vital for us than ever as it is
a great meeting place for our village. With the loss of
our pub we lost a major forum for meeting people in
the village, particularly for new residents. If you don't
have Speen pre-school or school children or haven't yet
jumped at joining a committee the opportunities to meet
your fellow villagers are more difficult and the Festival fills
this gap. When | left the community of the RAF, Speen was
a wonderful new home because | quickly found a new
community, and this was partly because | volunteered to
help with the Festival marketing creating a whole new
network of people for me. So if you don't really know what
it is all about don’t be daunted by The Speen Festival, it
is organic and evolving and is no less or more than the
residents are able to deliver. That said, what | have seen
to date proves the villagers to be amazing! Please think of
the Festival as an opportunity, for you, your children, (or
their CV), your friendships, your community; and be sure
to block out 2-18th September in your diary.

Cat Cook - Speen Festival 2017 Coordinator

The Robin Hood Bar
will be open at The Village Hall
from 7pm on the following dates:

26th MAY « 30th JUNE « 21st JULY
25th AUGUST « 29th SEPTEMBER
Al weleome




Speen SchoolFest

Since Kate Laughton first created SpeenSchoolFestin 2009
it has become embedded into the School calendar as an
annual explosion of arts, craft, dance, music and creativity
for the children of Speen School, Speen Pre-School and,
importantly, other local schools. Made possible by funds
from Speen Festival, this annual creation is a glorious
opportunity for the children to not only take part in a
huge variety of activities but also interact with children
from other schools, aiding the transition as they move on
to ‘big school.

Over the three days of this year's SpeenSchoolFest the
children will attend the ‘Everyday Superhero Academy"
For day one the children will be welcomed into the
academy and start their superhero training exploring
what is meant by the Academy’s motto ‘The Best Me |
Can Be. On day two the children
will attend the Helping Hands HQ
to explore the work undertaken
by Everyday Superheroes. Their
final day is graduation day and the
children’s everyday superhero skills
will be put to the test, culminating
in their graduation ceremony.

What Happens to
Festival Money?

So who benefits from the Speen
Festival? If we are to focus on purely
the financial elements of the Festival
you might not be aware that the
Festival endeavours to support local
charities.

Although not a charity itself it does
not aim to make significant profit,
only to be self-sustaining for the
following festival and to be able to
give something to other charitable
organisations.

In 2015 over £1,000 was given to
charities, including Speen Helping
Hospices and Agape. This year the
Festival is generating funds for the
Village Hall by holding monthly
pop-up pub nights, a proportion
of proceeds raised at events held
in Speen Chapel will go back into
Project Restoration and any charitable
organisation hosting an event will be
able to benefit from funds they raise.

Returning Favourites:

New for 2017:

Whilst the Festival funds support the delivery of this
event, it is the creativity and drive of talented parents at
the school who continue to make it happen. In this way
the Festival delivers an amazing opportunity for them to
use their own creativity and share those skills with the
children. The core team is supported by volunteers and
through their engagement other parents sometimes
discover new skills, rekindle old ones and enjoy working
alongside the children. Additionally, SpeenSchoolFest
is supported by volunteers from
the wider community, further
strengthening community links and
cross-generational engagement.

This year’s SpeenSchoolFest - The
Superhero Academy
will run 20-22nd June.
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Tree & Garden W @GNS
Services )8  CUSHIONS
Zy & BLINDS

- :
= suFrgerY &felling DESIGNED & HANDMADE |
encing : R

Hedge cutting, topping & turfing - ELEGANT & STYLISH

Woodchips & firewood for sale HOMES

Fabrics, curtain poles and tracks
sourced and supplied to order

JUDITH NEWENHAM

For an attentive service
and a free quotation without obligation

: 01494 868461
Free estimates - qualified staff « fully insured - 07738 713242

judithnewenham@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01494 562045
Mob: 07798 896380

* Over 20 years experience

» All interiors and exteriors

 All wall coverings

* Free quotations
Wl

Professional
Painting & Decorating

Call Ben On:
07973 539495 or 01296 486470

_T . “—- ___________

References from completed work are available from Speen and surrounding areas
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SATURDAY 8TH JULY

SPEEN PLAYING FIELD
2pm

s
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T'he theme for this year's Fete is
-« Vintage «-

Following the success of last year’s Scarecrow theme, this year we want
to decorate the whole village in a Vintage theme - with LOTS of bunting
so get creative and design your own masterpiece outside your home.
Let’s see who can create the best display and win the Best Decorated House

Winner to be announced at the Fete. Competition sponsored by Tudor Travel



The Red Van Plumbers

Boiler Installations and Services
0il | Biomass | Gas

www.RedVanPlumbers.co.uk



VOLUNTEERING

Many people in Speen enjoy helping with local charities, here are just a few:

Florence Nightingale Hospice

Many of you will already know, through the activities of the ‘Speen Helping Hospices’
group or otherwise, about the wonderful work which our local Hospices do, supporting
patients with life-limiting illnesses — and (very importantly) their families. | am a volunteer
driver for the Florence Nightingale Hospice, based at Stoke Mandeville Hospital. I've
been doing this for about four years. My work involves collecting a patient at their home
about 9.30 in the morning, delivering them to the Hospice for a 10am start, and then
collecting them again at 3pm and taking them home. On a typical day there will be up to
ten patients in the Day Hospice, where they get a range of practical, medical, emotional
and therapeutic support.

“I wanted to get involved
with helping in the community”

The nurses and volunteer staff in the Hospice are exceptional people - cheerful, positive,
good-humoured, wonderfully caring and loving. Every patient | have driven over the
years finds their day at the Hospice a godsend, a place where they are cared for body and
soul and where they receive and give support to others. It is a privilege to be involved with this work and to see at first
hand the great benefits it brings to patients and their families.

'VOLUNTEERS URGENTLY NEEDED!

Florence Nightingale need more volunteers - drivers for the Day Hopsice, but also volunteers to work in their shops,
especially in Thame. If you would like to know more, please contact Tracey O’Hara, Voluntary Services Manager, on 01296

332600, TraceyOHara@fnhospice.org.uk )
Christopher Boyce

Life In Full Trust Charity (LIFT) Hearing Dogs for Deaf People

Some years ago Moira McLure, a member of Speen - When they are one year old,
Baptist Church, had a ‘calling’ to a remote and poverty i Hearing Dogs start a 12 week
stricken area in South Gonder in North West Ethiopia training programme at the
where she founded a Mother and Child Project now centre in Saunderton before
supported by the LIFT Charity (Life in Full Trust) they go on to meet their
recipient, and during that time
they need volunteers to look
after the dogs in their homes in
the evenings and at weekends.

The Charity supports a team of eight staff working with
the neediest families in the community providing pre-
school education for 3 to 6 year olds, a Health Care Clinic
and Income Generation training and has transformed
the local community bringing hope where there had
been only hunger and despair.

All you have to do is commit to dropping them off in
Saunderton each morning before 9am and picking
them up after 5pm.

Many people in the village support LIFT, including
Alison Janes and Vera Lennard, who respectively knitted
this lovely hat
and blanket.

The two little Poodles that | have enjoyed looking after
have been a joy and great company. So eager to please
and we enjoyed lovely walks at the weekends. The dogs
will all have been socialised well in their first year, so
they enjoy company and can handle any activity that
you have planned.

Of course, it is very hard when they have to move on,
but | have had very nice e-mails from their recipients.
And it's good to know that lives have been changed for
the better due to these dear little dogs.

www lifeinfulltrustorg/motherchild-project

See page 27 for more information on how to support this project For more information visit www.hearingdogs.org.uk

Maureen Laing

If you are interested in finding a volunteering position, have a look at volunteeringbucks.org.uk. The website provides
general information about volunteering, access to a newsletter and, most usefully, a search engine which will suggest
opportunities potentially suitable for you.
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Taking you there in style
COFTRLIBTT2D

Providing luxury transport
for the local area

Five and eight seat MPVs
22-34 seater midi-coaches
Group trips, corporate events, days out
Local and long distance
Fully insured and licenced
Private & business accounts welcome

01494 488887 / 07771 881245

info@tudortravel.co.uk
www.tudortravel.co.uk




FROM SOUTH GONDER

Kate Vale

The South Gonder Mother and Child .
Project works in a remote highland
village in Ethiopia to provide
healthcare, education and income
generation opportunities to the poorest single mothers
and their children. The project was initiated by long term
North Dean resident, Moira McLure, and is supported in
the UK by a team led by Louise Wilson.

In the last five years, over 20 families have been given the
chance to be part of income generating activities such as
silk spinning and baking. The children are moving onto
state schools at age 7 reading and writing in both Amharic
and English as well as having a good command of basic
maths. This provides a real opportunity for the families to
escape the poverty they have been trapped in.

% South Gonder
Mother and Child Project us on the progress of the project.

Moira will be coming back here at
the beginning of May to update

She will be bringing some of the
Ethiopian supporters with her and you are cordially
invited to join us for a light lunch in the newly built Speen
church hall on the 7th May to find out more about this life
changing project.

As the project evolves, we will be looking to create a
purpose built kindergarten to support other children
within the village. This will require significant funds so
we're starting early with some fundraising activities.
See the ads below! Every penny raised goes directly to
supporting the project in Ethiopia.

For further information about this inspiring project and the opportunity to sponsor a South Gonder family for a year
please go to the website at lifeinfulltrust.org/mother-child-project

Join us for the first
Speen Spring Knit & Crochet

Tuesday 6th June 2107
at Bramble Cottage, Archway, Speen

Workshops start at 10.30am and finish at 4.30pm
(offee, homemade soup & salad lunch,
tea and cake included

A day of spring themed crochet and knitting workshops
in aid of the South Gonder Mother & Child Project;
providing healthcare, support and kindergarten education
to single mothers and their children.

With four different workshops to choose from, all with morning
and afternoon sessions, you'll have the opportunity to possibly
learn a new skill, a new pattern and take home patterns for the projects.

Cost: £25 per person
For more details contact Kate on 01494 488622
bramble_cottage@hotmail.com

Plant Sale
& Coffee Morning

Friday 23rd June
10am - 1pm
The Old House, North Dean

A great opportunity to enjoy
coffee and cake
in Louise’s stunning gardens.

Stock up on summer bedding, vegetables
for your kitchen garden and perennials.

For more details
contact Louise
on 01494 563750
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ILc Your Local Mobility Shop

Independent Living Consultants

Call us, or'visit our showroom :

10 Woodway, PRINCES RISBEOROUGH HP2T ONN

www.|ndependentLivingConsultants.co.uk

Creating bespoke websites
for a
wide range of businesses

Visit www. nickithomas.co.uk
to find out more...

Hedgerows, Studridge Lane
Speen, Princes Risborough
HP27 0SA

Tel 01494 488665
Email nickithomas @storecomput.co.uk

PILATES 7
PHYSIOTHERAPIST 4

Diana Cliffe mcsp Hepc

* Pilates for the relief
of Back Pain

* Individual sessions and

local small classes ‘{_

* Rehabilitation after
Joint Replacement

-
Tel: 01 494 562899 (North Dean)

Mob: 07767 096609

Email: physiodiana@gmail.com
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FRASER-MORGAN
SCHOOL OF

DANCING

rxEx* Naphill Village Hall ******

RAD BALLET
for ages 3+

~ For more information
4 o please contact
. 01494 816539 or
07974 121081
DANCE

01494 816539
. 07974 121081




WATCH

Peter Symonds

Spring 2017

A flock of ten Rose-ringed Parakeets seen by Sue Newton
in her garden situated up towards Turnip End on 12th
December was the best winter record. They settled in a
large tree at the end of her garden and flew down to the
bird feeders below. Ten of these large green parakeets had
been reported in Hughenden Park on 25th November so
this might have been the same group. They may become
a more common sight as they spread their range. Large
numbers were seen in Beaconsfield and Flackwell Heath in
December with one observer counting 900 on his property.
Most of the birds return to the Thames at night and fly
down river to Esher where thousands roost together. These
naturalised escapees have adapted very successfully and
pose a threat to our indigenous hole nesting birds like
Owls and kestrels. Nevertheless they are a very colourful,
exciting and exotic addition to anybody’s garden list.

Less exotic but quite fascinating as well are“murmurations”

of Starlings in the area. Huge numbers of these birds flock
together and form acrobatic displays before roosting.
Jeremy Symondson reported a murmuration in Great
Hampden and on 19th November over 1000 birds were
seen murmurating over Speen. In early December huge
flocks of winter thrushes, mainly Redwings and Fieldfares,
passed over the village. As conditions hardened many of
these birds raided berry bearing trees or sought out fallen
apples in people’s gardens.

Ravens are being seen and heard increasingly around the
village. Alistair Blundell reports sightings from Ridgleys
Field, whilst they have also come down in one of the

large gardens in Grubbins Lane to feed on dead squirrels.
I heard a Raven “cronking”both in January and March from
over College Plantation. Their deep call carries a long
distance. Both Buzzards and Red Kites have been busy
preparing their nest. | had five Buzzards over our house
together on 6th April. A white headed bird of prey (not a
kite) photographed over the winter period by Paula Cox
defied identification. Two separate sightings of Woodcock
were interesting records on 7th January. Despite having
extensive building work carried out we have three pairs
of Mallard nesting in the garden and the first clutch has
hatched today (8/4/17) with ten ducklings now present on
our pond. Summer visitors are also appearing with my first
Chiffchaff seen on 25th March followed by a Blackcap in
early April. The newly improved pond in Studridge Lane
attracted a Grey Wagtail seen by Chris Dunnington and
now large numbers of frogs have returned to breed there.

Small groups of Roe Deer have been reported during the
winter period with sightings of six by Jeremy Symondson
and four by lan Waterman and Johnny Thirkell in different
parts of the village. Nick Knight photographed mating
Muntjacin his back garden and also had Sooty and Sweep,
the long surviving black and brown rabbits regularly in
attendance. A small colony of Long Eared bats was reported
from the Studridge Road area.

Please let me know of any interesting sightings.

Tel: 01494 488016 « psymonds590@gmail.com (new email)

29



OPTICIANS

We believe that every patient should receive only the very best
comprehensive eye test using the latest Optomap Retinal Scanning Technology.

We are specialists in:
Contact Lenses including Multifocal contact lenses
Beautiful frames, chosen from the London, Paris, Milan and New York Fashion ranges
Children’s eye tests with a wide selection of Childrens’ frames to choose from
We are open until 7om every Wednesday and 3pm on Saturday

We pride ourselves in creating a relaxed caring atmosphere for our patients,
so please visit our website or call us for more information

www.chilternopticians.com
01494 868 496

Please present this advert to receive our introductory discount offer of 15% off a complete pair of glasses

K. J. WINDOWS
& DOORS

UPVC Windows and Doors
Conservatories
Fascia and Soffits
Bi-Folding Doors
Misted and Broken Units
Repairs

All work guaranteed

Call Keith on 07539 367200
kjwindows@icloud.com




THE QUEEN

The villagers and children of Speen were delighted to receive a letter from :
Her Majesty thanking them for their birthday wishes and in particular the 4:';-?
‘splendid’ card by Beth Downing, the winning submission selected at the e
birthday celebration held after the Fete last summer.
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LANE RESURFACING

Andy Thomson

Here are some pictures Andy Thomson took with his drone whilst the recent resurfacing work was being carried out.




au\'S Plumb:
v 07786 175123 ng

eLecSa Localto Naphlll Walters Ash

Lacey Green, Speen, Hampden
~ Hughenden, North Dean 199757

Paul Newman Ltd. 01494 565573




DOWN ON THE FARM

Gill Kent

Many industries in the UK are worried about the effects that
Brexit will have on their trading arrangements, agriculture
is no exception. However, the situation for farming is even
more complicated as the industry is kept afloat by large
support payments from the EU which will cease after 2020.

Itis worth noting that every government in the developed
world supports its agriculture; the one exception being New
Zealand, where the grass grows all the year round and there
is no need to house stock in winters. The net effect of the
support has been to keep the prices lower for the consumer.
Since the last war various payments have been made to
support farm products, resulting in butter mountains and
wine lakes, but sensibly, more recently, payments have been
targeted on environmental work that farmers do (often to
the detriment of crop yields)

Large scale farmers on good land can manage without
the support and many choose to make changes to their
management that will improve the environment for wildlife,
as seeing a thriving flora and fauna is one of the rewards
of farming. For the smaller farmers on the poorer Chiltern
soils, the support keeps their businesses viable.

TEAM GO FOR FITNESS

Take responsibility for your own Health
and fitness

Exercise and Eat plenty of Fruit and Veg
Avoid cakes and sweet drinks but drink
plenty of water

Moderate consumption of meat, fish,

eggs, beans, cheese and remember:
‘An Apple a Day keeps the Doctor Away’

OBESITY
The U.K. Is experiencing a huge rise in obesity,
leading to a large increase in the number of people
with weight related medical problems, Much current
nutritional advice about healthy eating is very
negative - do not eat/drink sugary foods etc. | suggest
that POSITIVE SIMPLE MESSAGES emphasising
what we SHOULD eat or drink would be more
effective, like the above eye-catching message.

More detailed information about a healthy lifestyle is
available on a website called Change4Life, produced
by the NHS.

As a caring community we could encourage our
local schools and GP practices etc. to display this
simple poster as a visual REMINDER to all to look
after our health and fitness.

Gloria Holmes

Readers will have noticed some of the changes which have
taken place; ‘wonky’hedgerows being obvious from Speen
to Chequers. The road side of a hedge must be trimmed
every year for road safety; the field side hedge should
only be trimmed every two or three years to allow fruits
to develop as winter food for birds.

There are ten other options which qualify for payments,
for example field edges in grass and arable fields must
not receive any fertiliser or sprays to allow wild plants and
insects to thrive, individual large trees in arable fields must
be protected so that insect populations can develop to feed
the birds, floral meadows must never be fertilised, hay must
not be cut before July to allow plants to seed and ground
nesting birds to fledge their young.

Let us hope that Brexit can be sensibly resolved and
thatsome form of support for farming will be forthcoming
from our government.
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VILLAGE ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES e
DOMESTIC DRAIN SERVICES

FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SINCE 1979
BLOCKED DRAINS CLEARED
REASONABLE RATES

CCTV DRAIN SURVEYS

NO EXTRA CHARGE FOR EVENING, WEEKEND OR BANK HOLIDRY CALLOUTS

FULL PUBLIC LIRBILITY INSURANCE
24/]
¢

CALLOUT ¢

07850 635 844 11296 524 221 esshges)

Coles & Quality car servicing and repairs
Blackwell much closer than you think!

v, 2 e ) ~ Where are we 7 You will find us 300 melres down the small lane opposite the top
(‘a‘r 5&1"\- 1ce & R’Epﬂlrs- of Bradenham Wood Lane in Walters Ash, High Wycombe HP14 4UX

Book online at:
www.colesandblackwell.co.uk Eatablisked in 1959

Servicing
Did you know wou can gel your car serviced by us wilhoul invalidaling your
manufaciurars warranty? Legislation passed & féw years aga means lhat you can
now choose any garage of your choice to service your vehicle

Courtesy cars

We have 8 feat of i an cans al your disposal whilslt we Sarice your own Car o
repair bodywork damage. Best of all - they are FREE OF CHARGE!

All parl of the service you come fo expect from Coles & Blackwell

air condiioning
miot testing
vehicle servicing and repairs
crash repairs
tyres, clutches & brakes
computersed diagnostics
battenas & axhausts

Open Monday to Friday 9:00am to 5:30pm
Saturday 830 am - 12:30pm




SPRING CLEAN

Gloria Holmes

Our Great British Spring Clean in March was a
really successful event, with more than 35 villagers
taking part. Everyone worked extremely hard
collecting a huge amount of litter from Speen and
the surrounding areas, and the tea and cakes in the
Village Hall afterwards was very much welcomed.
Thanks to everyone for the tremendous effort, the
delicious cake contributions and no charge from Bill
for the Village Hall.

Wycombe District Council collected the loads of
rubbish before 9am next day. The Waste manager
was very appreciative of all our efforts, as was the
Chief Executive of the Keep Britain Tidy Group who
organised it, and hopes we'll take part again next
year! BIG THANKS TO EVERYONE.

Pictures: Jo and Andy Thomson cleaning all the village signposts

Anthony Palmer

49 people attended the sell out Sunday Roast at North Dean village
hall on 5th March. All generations of the village were present and
thoroughly enjoyed roast pork, stuffing, roast potatoes and veg,
followed by chocolate brownies and Beachdean Ice Cream.

It was great to see old and new faces and the clean up afterwards
was a village effort as well, with everyone helping with the washing
up and clearing away.

Viewers of the popular TV
series Midsomer Murders
will have been excited to
see them filming in North
Dean for two days last
November.

Lucky fan Ellen Sandford
had her photo taken with
DCl John Barnaby (Neil
Dudgeon), “He was really
nice and very chatty!” she
said.

The challenges you must
be prepared for when
walking! Speen villagers
out on a walk are seen
here rescuing a sheep
trapped by brambles in
a hedge.

Hugh Poulton, David
Flynn, John Holmes.
Photo by Stephen Peake
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¢ [nterior building work and alterations t: 01 494 488002

¢ Bathroom design and installation
¢ Kitchen design and installation m: 07866 738829
¢ Full property renovations
* All work covered by comprehensive
insurance and full guarantee

mwh | interiors

www.mwhinteriors.co.uk info@mwhinteriors.co.uk
Hayton Cottage. Flowers Bottom Lane, Speen, Princes Risborough, HP27 OPZ

Jmi ...

raining consultancy

A bespoke management training and coaching company established in
1997, working in the private and public sector.

Recognise and capitalise on your potential
Do you need to give yourself the space to broaden your thinking, further develop
your skills, confidence and competence in today’s demanding environment?

We offer a coaching service that is confidential, flexible, targeted to meet clear
goals and expand your skills base. We provide objective executive coaching that
will support your professional, business and personal development.

In-house training

Maximise the level of talent skills and performance in your organisation. We
specialise in the design and delivery of practical, interactive and results focused
in-house training. Let us help you develop your people.

Check out our website at www.jmli-training.com
or call us on 01494 488787 for further information
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Lost on the Playing Field ...

Dear Editor
I am not sure if you or any of your readers can help.

Last Sunday we were on the playing field by the tennis
court in Speen with our baby granddaughter in our old
Royale pram. We did not notice that she had unscrewed
the chrome screw that holds the pram hood in place but
she must have done and dropped it on the ground.

We have been told the chrome screw was found and put
on the bench by the tennis court and then again it

Walking in Monkton Wood ...

Dear Editor,

As most local residents will know, Monkton Wood has
been split up into a number of smaller woodlands and
about 20 of these have so far been sold to new individual
owners.

Nearly all of these owners are keen to be on good terms
with local walkers but would respectfully ask them to
stick to the designated public footpaths in order to avoid
damage or disruption to the environment and to owners’

Speen Centenarian

My mother, Mrs Muriel Groves (Topsy), celebrated her 100th birthday at

her home in Speen on Friday 3rd March.

She moved from Broadstairs to Speen in 1992. Her move meant that
there are now four generations of our family living here, forming 1% of
the population! She has 3 children, 12 grandchildren and an amazing 26

great-grandchildren spread around the world.

My mother joined the W.I, the Speen Chapel where she is still a member
and regularly baby sat for many Speen children. My mother has all her
mental faculties and still does crosswords, word puzzles and knitting but
is virtually house bound because of severe arthritis. She has professional
carers four times a day, but also has a regular procession of visits from
friends and neighbours, for which the family are very grateful.

At her birthday celebrations Richard, our village postman, hand delivered

her birthday card from the Queen.

My mother was told that she will get another card from the Queen when
she is 105 so here is wishing her many more birthdays to come.

New Residents in Studridge Lane

was found on the bench and put on the roundabout. We
have searched the area many times but there is no sign
of it. Has anyone kindly picked it up ?

This pram has been used by lots of babies and we would
really love this to be found as we are very fond of this
pram and replacement parts are very hard to find.

I would be so grateful for any help

Gillian Balmforth, Pye Corner, Chapel Hill, Speen
Tel: 01494 488595

activities. To facilitate this, and with wonderful help from
the Chiltern Society Footpath Maintenance Volunteers,
we have recently completed comprehensive way-marking
of one of the public paths that was previously ill-defined.
This public path goes diagonally through Monkton wood
from its junction with the bridle path on the southwest
side in a north easterly direction towards the drive to
Coppice House and we do hope you will enjoy following
this route for some future walks.

Yours sincerely, C. M. Jackson-Houlston
On behalf of multiple wood owners within the old Monkton Wood

Bill Groves

Welcome to Mr and Mrs George and Gill Grey who have moved to Studridge Lane. Speen wishes them all the best for

many years to come.

Pat Richardson, Good Neighbours
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WHO

Bucks County Council - Member for Lacey Green
Hughenden Parish Council - Chairman

Lacey Green Parish Council - Chairman

Lacey Green Parish Council - Councillor for Speen Ward
North Dean Good Neighbours

North Dean Village Hall - Bookings Secretary/Fete
North Dean Village Hall - Chair

Pigotts 7 ‘48’ Musical Evenings

Riding for the Disabled

Speen Good Neighbours

Speen & North Dean Guides

Speen & North Dean News - Advertising

Speen & North Dean News - Chair

Speen & North Dean Toddler Group

Speen Baptist Church

Speen Fete - Chair

Speen Helping Hospices - Secretary

Speen Marquee

Speen Playing Fields - Chair

Speen Pre-School Chair

Speen School - Head

Speen School PTA - Chair

Speen Stores

Speen Tennis Court - Secretary

Speen Village Hall - Bookings

Speen Village Hall - Chairman

Speen WI - Secretary

St John’s Parish Church

Wycombe District Council -
Member for Lacey Green& Hampdens

Carl Etholen
Roger Beavil
Cathryn Davies
Roger Craft

Judith Broadley
Jez Wicks

Alison Kent

Nick Wheeler-Robinson
Gloria Holmes

Pat Richardson
Pauline Hall

Tom Dent

Gloria Holmes
Laura Chapman
Rev. Heather Mclntyre
Lesley Thorn-Davis
Maureen Laing
Greg Cook

Clare Morris

Helen Davies
Denise Nayna
Alex Allan

Alison Templeman
Philippa Lane

Sue Taylor

Bill Groves

Jean Morris

Revd Tony Bundock

Cllr. Graham Peart

01494 564771
01494 715296
01844 342800
01494 488343
01494 563178
01494 563517

ath@bfarms.co.uk

01494 562167
01494 488420
01494 488627
01494 488372
01494 488943
01494 488420

01494 488067
01494 488851
01494 488397
01494 488939
01494 488688
01494 488847
01494 488321
01494 489838
01494 488258
01494 488453
01494 488500
01494 488180
01494 488529
01844 347741

01494 488327
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Dairy Ice Cream
Made from fresh Jersey milk
and rich double cream

Lo Cresm for Erery Oceasion:

o Made Fresh on the farm
B © No artificinl colourings or additives used
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Beechdean Dairies, Old House Farm, North Dean, High Wycombe, Bucks HP14 4NL
01494 563980 | www.beechdean.co.uk

O@Beechdean(}mup o Beechdean Group



01844 34313|
Princes Risborough Office

01494 711677
Hazlemere Office

(COUNTRY

fineandcountry.com™




